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PREFACE. 



Since my return to this country, friends have 
often pressed me to publish some account of 
my wanderings in Africa and Central Ame- 
rica. My invariable reply has been, that 
my journal and notes of incidents would be 
but trifling in comparison with those already 
published by travellers and hunters of con- 
siderable fame. It is, therefore, with Bome 
reluctance I have been induced to submit the 
following pages to the public. 

I have often travelled over portions of the 
same regions as Livingstone, Gumming, and 
others, in the far interior of Africa, and ven- 
tured to wander far from the beaten path into 
the solitary wilds alone, with no companion 
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except my gun, where the white man's foot 
had rarely, if ever, previously trod. 

The narrative of my wanderings in Cen- 
tral America is necessarily brief; in order 
that the work should not extend beyond a 
single volume of moderate size. 

Since my return from Honduras, I have 
suffered from ague and fever at intervals, 
necessitating my absence from business on 
several occasions for the benefit of my health. 
This has prevented me from preparing my 
journal for publicity at an earlier period. 

In the following pages, I do not for a 
moment pretend to classical or literary style. 
The facts and incidents related are truthful 
narratives, noted down at the time of their 
occurrence, in simple language. 

Had I the remotest idea, when travelling, 
of publishing the result of my labours, many 
interesting incidents that have come under 
my notice would have been mentioned ; also 
a fuller account given of the habits and cus- 
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PREFACE. xiiL 

toms of the various tribes I have passed 
through, and of the Natural History and 
Bceneiy of the countries I have visited. 

It will be a source of gratification and 
pleasure to me if the following pages should 
in any way increase the knowledge of that 
part of Africa which I have passed over. 

J. LEYLAND. 

Livavool, Mai/, 1S66. 
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Psga 163 — Eighth line from the bottom, omit " to." 
II IH — Second line from the bottom, Jbr " end " itad " »nJ." 
II 171 — S«cond line from Uie top, /or " feet" rtad " inchea." 
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FIEST JOURNEY. 



I SAILED firom London in May, 1848, and 
arrived at Algoa Bay, in September of the 
same year. 

After being at Algoa Bay six weeks, I had 
a severe attack of dysentery, which reduced me 
to such extreme weakness, that in three days 
I was unable to walk, and my life was de- 
spaired of. Great kindness was shown to 
me by Mr. Smith, the Wesleyan Minister 
stationed at Algoa Bay. I gradually re- 
covered, but it was about two months before 
there was a complete restoration of health. 

At the expiration of this time I proceeded 
via Uitenbage to Qrahamstown, in a Dutch 
carriers waggon. 

After travelling seven or eight miles from 
Uitenbage, I left the waggon, taking my gun 
with me, in search of game. Very shortly a 



by Google 



'1 KAFFIR YOUTH. 

rustling noise was heard at a short distance, in 
a thicket ; I crept along silently and cautiously, 
expecting every moment to see a Boschboc 
(Tragelaphus Sylvatica) spring from the bush ; 
my finger was placed on the trigger, and I 
was on the point of firing, when, to my great 
astonishment, a K^affir youth stood erect in the 
bush, where I saw something move j he had 
been stooping down gathering sticks. Had he 
remained in the stooping posture one moment 
longer, I must have shot him dead. When I 
saw the narrow escape I had of shooting a 
human being, my blood ran cold; I called 
out to the youth, when he became much 
alarmed on seeing me, and ran away. 

The second night after leaving Uitenhage, 
when preparing my bed for the night in the 
open air, with no covering but the broad ca- 
nopy of heaven, in placing the dead leaves 
and grass straight, the former of which are 
plentiful, especially in the woody districts, 
I took hold of a Snake, coiled up among the 
dry leaves; immediately the Snake felt the 
warmth of my hand, it began to uncoil 
itself; I dropped it to the ground instantly, and 
reached au aze from the waggon, and killed 
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SECRKTARY BIRD. 



it on the spot Had I not happened to have 
taken hold of it, I should have lain upon it all 
night, which would not have been very 
pleasant 

The next day while proceeding on our 
journey, I caught sight of a Secretary bird 
(Serpentarius Eeptilivoroua) in the act of de- 
vouring a snake. The bird flew with it up into 
the air and then let it fall to the ground, 
doubtless with the intention of killing the snake, 
previous to eating it; when the bird darted 
down and was about to pick it up again, 
I pointed my gun, and shot it. 

At this time there was a fine of forty to 
fiffy dollars inflicted on any person known to 
destroy one of these birds. They are highly 
prized on account of th^ir waging an incessant 
and deadly war against the numberless snakes, 
and reptiles of various kinds, that abound in 
the Colony. 

This bird attains a height of three feet 
when standing erect and its head raised ; the 
plumage is of a bluish colour on the back, 
and underneath of a grayish white; it has 
also a crest of black feathers at the back of 
the head, which it can raise or depress at its 
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i ARRIVAL AT GRABAMSTOWN. 

pleasure ; the two centre feathers of the tail 
are much longer than the others; when un- 
observed, it may be seen walking about with 
a proud and majestic step. Sometimes they are 
domesticated when captured young, and are 
occasionally seen on the farms of the Dutch 
colonists, associating with the poultry. Their 
utility is experienced by the destruction of 
considerable numbers of rats, snakes, and 
other reptiles on the farms. 

I also succeeded in killing a few common 
Son-birds, (Promerops Caffir,) violet-headed 
Sun-birds, (Nectarinia Violacea,) Green Sugar- 
birds, (Nectarinia Fermosa,)also a few thrushes, 
yellow and black. 

The owner of the waggon was very obliging 
to me daring our jamney. We arrived at 
Grahamstown in about a week after leaving 
Algoa Bay. I remained at Grahamstown 
about ten months ; during this period, my 
time was principally occupied in shotting, 
collecting, and preserving birds, which were 
get up in cases and glass shades. I frequently 
made excursions to Elephants' Hook, Bush- 
man's River, Bathurst, and other places, being 
frequently absent for several weeks together. 
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NARROW ESCAPE OF BEING SHOT. 5 

On one of these excursions, I passed Church 
Place, a village and Wealeyan Mission Station ; 
from thence in passing down Bushman's River, 
I had a narrow escape of being shot. The 
boughs of the forest trees overhanging the 
river, and the jungle were very thick, so that it 
was with considerable dilficulty we could go 
forward. In turning a point, where there 
were numbers of overhanging branches, I took 
the lead ; there were two Afiicandas with me, 
one of them had his double-barrelled gun 
resting on his shoulder, with the muzzle 
incautiously pointed towards myself, and the 
hammers down on the caps; the hammer 
caught an overhanging bough,and the contents 
of the gun was discharged. Some of the large 
buck shots grazed the side of my trowsers, 
fortunately doing no further injury. I at once 
cautioned my friend of the danger of carrying 
the gun with the hammer down on the cap, 
the safest plan being to have the hammers at 
half-cock. 

The scenery in the vicinity of this part of 
the river was most romantic and beautiful. 
After riding thirty to forty miles, on my 
return home, a mountain of considerable 



by Google 



K THE TOURAVO. 

height had to be crossed ; my horse was com- 
pletely knocked up, and it was with much 
difficulty Grahamstown was reached thatnight. 

I shot a number of Touracos, King- 
Fishers, Pigeons, Paraquets, Sun-birds, Shrikes, 
Cape Sand Larks, small Cormorants, Darters, 
and several kinds of "Wood-Peckers, most of 
which I preserved. 

The Touraco ( Cory thai Albocrifitatua) 
inhabits the densest portions of the foreBts^ 
and are exceedingly restless, chasing each 
other among the branches of trees with their 
wings partly extended, the centre portion of 
which is of a bright red colour, contrasting 
beautifully with the green foliage. Their 
food consists of small fruit, berries, &c. They 
almost invariably betray themselves to the 
hunter, by the hoarse voice which they con- 
tinually utter, resembling the word "cor," 
with the " r" prolonged. The sound rever- 
berates through the kloofs of the forest, and 
consequently heard at a considerable distance. 

The Pied Kang-Fisher (Ceryle rudis) is 
found singly, or in pairs, on the banks of the 
Bushman's Kiver. It subsists principally upon 
fishes. The mode of procuring its prey 



by Google 



CAPE BYRAX. ? 

differs somewhat from that of other King- 
Fishers ; it rises up in the air to a height of 
fifteen to twenty feet, then hovers over the 
water, and when it sees its prey, darta down 
with the rapidity of lightning, secures it, and 
flies back to its resting place. 

I shot one specimen of the Golden 
Cuckoo, and a number of the Bronze Cuckoos. 
The former perches on the top of the highest 
trees, and is distinguished by its shrill 
whistle. The latter is a similar bird to the 
Australian Cuckoo of the same name, and is 
much more common. They feed principally 
upon insects and the eggs of other birds. 

I also shot several Dasses (or the Cape 
Hyrax), known by the name of Rock Eabbit 
in the Colony. They are generally seen on 
the ledges of large rocks, playing about like 
rats, constantly running in and out of their 
holes to the edge of the rocks. The eagles 
destroy large numbers. On one occasion, 
when returning through a valley from hunt- 
ing, I heard a noise as of some animal in dis- 
tress, and looking up, I saw an eagle with a 
Dasse in its claws ; it alighted on a rock at the 
opposite side of the valley, and devoured it. 
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8 TBE BBEE-BOC. 

A little farther on I saw about a dozen Daaaes 
on a ledge of the rock, apparently in great 
confusion, doubtless arising from the fact of 
one of their numbers being so suddenly 
pounced upon and carried away. This I 
supposed, from its appearance, to be the short 
tailed eagle of La Yaillant. I saw numerous 
eagles and vultures in this district, but as they 
were useless and cumbersome in travelling on 
horseback, I did not shoot any of them. 

The following week, after my return to 
Grahamstown, my horse was stolen by the 
Kaffirs, while oat grazing with the cattle. 

Daring my stay at Grahamstown, I, in 
company with about ten or twelve Africandas, 
all on horseback, frequently went out hunting 
the Rhee-boc (Antelope Oapreolus), on the 
mountains. On an averse, seven or eight per 
day were shot, and in this way I procured 
several fine heads. 

The Rhee-boc inhabits the mountainous 
and hilly districts of the Cape, associating 
in small herds. They stand about two feet 
four inches in height, and the males are fur- 
nished with straight, slender, and vertically- 
pointed boms. The females are hornless. 
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AFRICANDAS. 9 

The colour is a reddish brown. There is an- 
other variety of this species of Antelope fur- 
ther north, extending to the territory of 
Sechele. 

The AMcandas are the descendants of 
English and other settlers. I found them 
excellent companions to be out in the bush 
with, being exceedingly agreeable, good- 
natured, and humorous. Many of them hare 
a taste for music, and musical evening parties 
are very fi^uent, to which I was often in- 
vited. I was also partial to music, and 
being able to play the violin, many pleasant 
hours were spent when in town. I also attend- 
ed the Baptist Church, and practised with tiie 
choir occasionally. 

I visited Bathurst, and remained for two 
days at the house of Mr. Smith, the Wesleyan 
Minister previously stationed at Algoa Bay. 
I then proceeded into the bush, and was ab- 
sent six days. An Hottentot boy accompanied 
me, to carry birds, or any other game that 
might be procured, I shot a number of 
Whydahor Widow-birds, Grenadier Grosbeaks, 
Pheasants or Francolins, Hawks, Wood Owls, 
Turtle, and Tambarine Ground Doves ; also 
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10 TROGON AND UZARDS. 

several glossy Thrushes, one slate coloured 
Touraco, and one small Trogon. 

The Trogon (Narina) is a very rare bird, 
and this was the only specimen I ever saw in 
Airica. I called the attention of several per- 
Bous, residents in Grahamstown, who had been 
accustomed to go out into the woods hunting, 
and they said they had never seen a bird of 
this kind before. 

Some of the birds that I shot singly on 
these occasions, I either sold in the skin, 
or UBed them when fitting up a shade 
or case, expecting to procure otlier specimens, 
but was disappointed in not being able to 
do so. 

In this locali^ there are various kinds 
of Lizards, some of them flat and scaly all 
over the body, others with long, whip-like 
tails, inhabiting rocky places, while others are 
found among sand and rotten branches of 
trees. 

They run away with great rapidity when 
danger is near. On opening their bodies, I 
found in some small Ants and other insects. 

I returned to Bathurst, from thence to 
Grahamstown, and then took my departure 
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for Graaf-reinet in the early part of October, 
1849. I travelled by a Dutch transport 
waggon ; the roads were in a wretchedly bad 
condition. Lai^ numbers of Springboc were 
seen on the flats ; I shot one of them, also a 
large Bustard. Shortly after passing through 
Somerset, a Puff-adder {Clotho Arietens), be- 
tween five and six feet long, crossed my path ; 
on observing me it made a pause. Knowing 
this was a poisonous snake, I immediately fired, 
and killed it on the spot — the skin I preserved. 

The Viperine, or Poisonous Serpents, have 
only one tooth on each side of the upper jaw, 
these are the poisonous fangs ; they ai-e curved 
downwards, and there is a small opening near 
the point, from whence the poison is ejected 
into the wound that has been made. The 
glands which contain the poison are situated 
on the upper jaw, close to the poisonous fangs. 

The Ck>lubrine, or Harmless Serpents, have 
two rows of teeth in the upper jaw, and a 
single row in the lower one ; they all incline 
backwards. Any bird or small animal caught 
in its mouth cannot possibly escape. An 
object may be passed down! with impunity, 
but cannot be drawn back again. 
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On this route, and in many otKer parts of 
the Colony, the scenery waa most enchanting 
and picturesque; the hills and mountains 
were adorned in wild profusion with flowers 
of various hues, and of the most brilliant and 
gaudy colours, filling the air with their deli- 
cious perfume. Most conspicuous, were the 
geraniums, growing three and four feet high. 
When the flowers were most abundant, the 
various kinds of Sun-birds, and Fly-catchers 
were seen, and thousands of butterflies, 
flitting hither and thither, distinguished by an 
endless variety of coloui's. In many parts, 
the trees were covered with lichen of an 
orange colour, while others were adorned 
with light coloured hanging moss, suspended 
from the branches. I contemplated the floral 
beauties of the hills and valleys, as exhibited 
by nature with feelings of admiration. It far 
sm*passed anything I ever witnessed, resulting 
from the artificial hand of man. 

After travelling for fourteen days, I arrived 
at Graaf-reinet, which lies about 120 miles 
N.W. of Grahamstown. Graaf-reinet is a pretty 
little town, situated to the south of Sneeuw 
Bergen, or Snowy Mountains, and contains a 
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ARRIVAL AT aRAAF-REISEF. IS 

population of between 3,000 to 4,000 inliabi- 
tants, principally Dutch. The highest peak of 
this range of mountains is called Com pass Bei^, 
and is estimated to be about 6,500 feet above 
the level of the sea. The appearance of these 
lofty mountains was rugged and bleak, also 
entirely destitute of wood. On each side of 
the principal streets, which are straight and 
regular, orange and lemon trees are planted; 
this has a very pleasing and attractive 
appearance, particularly when the fruit is 
ripening. Most of the gardens at the back 
of the houses are planted with grape-vines, 
consequently wine is cheap and abundant 
The town is well watered by a number of 
small rivulets, conducted from the Sunday 
River, which winds round one portion of the 
town, and adds an additional charm to the 
beauties of Graaf-reinet. 

I shot on the Sunday River a number of 
crested King-Fishers, and another variety 
called the black and blue King -Fisher, so 
named from the colour of its plumage. The 
former are generally met with , sitting on the low 
branches of trees overhanging the stream 
watching their finney prey. Whai shot, they 



by Google 



U DEPARTURE FOB THE IXTERIOH. 

fall into the river, and I bad to msh in after 
them, or the current would have speedily carried 
them away Another bird that is very common 
is the Bee-eater (Merops Apiaster.) In their 
movements in the air they closely resemble 
that of the swallow. This is the only district in 
which I ever saw them ; they frequent the rocks 
near Graaf-reinet. I also shot a number of 
Creepers, Waxbills, aud other small birds. 

Dec 28th. — Mr. Nicholson (an English 
gentleman), author of the " Cape and its Co- 
lonists," was about to leave Graaf-reinet for 
the interior, on a hunting expedition, and 
contemplated visiting Lake Ngami. I made 
arrangements to accompany him, and intended 
to preserve as many specimens that might be 
required of the various birds and animak 
that were shot. Mr. Nicholson also took a 
Mr. Ryder, an artist with him ; a party of En- 
glish officers were preparing to leave at the 
same time. We all proceeded together as far 
as Sneeuw Bergen, and halted for a few days at a 
sheep farm, which Mr. Nicholson had recently 
sold for £3,000. On passing through Coles- 
berg, Mr. Nicholson desired me to appear at 
the Magistrates' room, as a witness to a will 



by Google 



THE MODDER RIVEM. 15 

that Mr. N. had made, prior to going up into 
the interior. This incident led me to think that 
our journey would be more dangerous than I 
had anticipated. 

We crossed the Orange River, and reached 
the Modder River ; on our way we shot a num- 
ber of small Antelopes, such as Springboc, 
(Gazella Euchore,) Blessboc, blue and black 
Wildebeests, and Dykers, alsoanumberof birds, 
which I preserved. 

While at the Modder River some un- 
pleasantness arose between Mr. N. and the 
officers ; a separation took place. The officers 
and Mr. Ryder subsequently visited Lake 
Ngami ; the latter, after taking sketches on the 
route and at the I^ake, died there of fever. 

From the Modder River Mr. N. and my- 
self, with several Hottaitots, resumed our jour- 
neytowardstheVaalRiverdistrict. Intelligence 
was received, to the efiect that Lions were in 
the neighbouring mountains, three miles dis- 
tant from our camp. We started o£Fon horse- 
back early in the morning in search of them ; 
our horses were^ fastened to the trees at the 
bottom of the mountfun, the sides and top of 
which were of a very ru^ed character, large 
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16 UON UVNTISa. 

huge stones overhanging the sides, in various 
places ; also trees and low bush, which pre- 
vented our making rapid progress. 

The first day's hunt was not successful. 
Among other dogs, there was an English bull- 
dog, which was expected to face the Lion ; a 
Lion wasstarted from thebush, immediately the 
dog saw it spring out, and heard its roar, he at 
once made off yelping ; a few shots were fired 
at the Lion, but did not take effect. 

We started again the next day, and were 
standing by a lai^ bush, when a growl was 
heard which proved to be that of a Lioness. 
Several atones were thrown, but she would 
not come out. I went to the edge, and was in 
the act of turning the branches aside with the 
muzzle of my gun, when a huge Lioness sprang 
out towards me, but turned off again through 
the bush. I rushed through the left side, 
while the others went to the right of the bush ; 
we fired at her as she was going over the bill, 
but she got clear away. Mr. Vanrener, a Dutch 
gentleman invited by Mr. N. to the hunt, and 
myself remained on the mountain, while 
Mr. N. and the Hottentots went down on the 
flat still in pursuitoftheLioness; Mr. Yanrener 
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UON CUBS CAPTURED. 17 

and I returned to the place where she came 
out. I propoaed that we should go into the 
den, and examine it; he replied, yes; you 
lead. I felt rather afraid at first, not knowing 
but what there might be more of them inside. 
I crept in on my hands and knees, Mr. V. 
following me. 

I came to two large stones, which came 
together at the top forming a V, or half dia- 
mond shape. To my surprise I saw two Lion 
cubs, standing fourteen inches high, male and 
female ; at first I thought of firing to prevent 
them getting away, but at length 1 mustered 
courage to try and take them alive. Laying 
down my gun, taking my cap and placing my 
hands inside, I went towards them ; they began 
to growl and bite very similar to old ones ; I 
went close up half afraid, and fell upon them; 
they bit through my cap, but did not hurt me 
much. I then took hold of one by the neck, 
and lifted it over the rock to Mr. Vanrener, 
still keeping hold of the other ; with difficulty 
we crept out of the den dragging the young 
Lions with us, and ran over the mountain, they 
roaring and growling all the way. Mr. N. 
on hearing the noise, not knowing that we had 
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captured the cube, shouted " Tally ho !" this 
being the signal to be given, on hearing or 
seeing a Lion. This put us in an awful fright, 
as we supposed it to be the mother they heard, 
coming after the cubs. "We still held to them ; 
on getting a short distance on the flat, I se- 
cured the cubs by tying their necks together, 
whileMr.V.went on to a peak of the mountain, 
and signalled for the othei-s to come. When 
they came up to us they were astonished to 
see the prize we had secured; all then 
returned to the waggon. This concluded our 
day's hunt The two young Lions were 
afterwards sold in Algoa Bay for £22. 

The same night at dark, two Lions came 
roaring down the vley, or low swampy ground ; 
we got our guns ready, feeling assured they 
were in search of the cubs. They prowled 
about all night, but did not come near the 
camp. "We set off the next morning to the 
same mountain. Mr. N., Mr. V., myself, and 
one Hottentot proceeded till we came to the 
den, when a growl was heard, several stones 
were thrown in that direction, and a Lioness 
sprung out; several shots were £red as she 
was hastening away ; all of us followed in the 
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direction we saw her take; I got on to the 
rise of the hill first, and observed her creep 
into a bush ; when she got a little way into an 
open part of it, s'le turned round, looking 
toward us ; I pointed to the place ; my com- 
panions appeared to doubt the certainty of 
her being there i I said to Mr. N., "You have 
come for the purpose of shooting a Lioii, come 
with me, and I will take you to the spot 
where she is, and stand firm by you." He 
replied, no, Leyland, not with you alone. I 
felt much excited at the time, and as if I could 
go and encounter her myself. All the natural 
colour of my companions had fled from their 
countenance. Was I not afraid myself? I was a 
little; but when in the greatest danger, I felt 
strongest in nerve. While we were parleying 
she made off through the bushes, the nature 
of which would not permit us to go in 
pursuit. 

We set off again the following morning 
to the same place, and separated into two 
parties. Mr. N. and one Hottentot remained 
in a low pass of the mountain, Mr. Vanrener, 
myself, and nine Oriquas whom we had en- 
gaged to assist as, went round to the end of 
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the monntam on the lower side, retoming on 
the top in the direction we had left Mr. 
Nicholson, so as to make sure if there were 
any Lions we should come in with them. We 
had not proceeded many hundred yards be- 
fore hearing Mr. N. fire, and the roaring of 
Lions coming toward us. We went on till a 
break in the hill was reached, then we heard 
the lions approaching nearer, apparently in a 
j^eat rage ; all of us now stood abreast, but 
as they made their appearance over the rise, 
the Griquas all ran away. The Lions made a 
pause for a moment or two ; we called to the 
Griquas, and told them we would fire upon 
them, if they did not stop. The Lions, ob- 
serving the Griquas running away, came on 
in pursuit. The Griquas turned round and 
fired two shots (the bullets whizzed past our 
heads), and then ran off down the mountain 
side, but Mr. V., and myself, kept our positions. 
The two Lions were now within sixteen 
yards of us, head and tail erect, pawing the 
ground with rage. It is impossible to express 
the feelings and excitement in such circum- 
stances. I exclaimed, "stand, stand, if we 
run they will come upon us, let us fire." 1 
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fired at the one on my right, and Mr. V. at 
the one to the left : I fired a second shot, and 
to our astonishment they turned in among the 
bushes. We fully anticipated the wounded 
Lions would come upon us, unless we suc- 
ceeded in killing them. An Hottentot at the 
foot of the mountain saw one of the wounded 
Lions go into a large bush which was pointed 
out to us ; I re-loaded, and ran over broken 
bush and stones to the spot indicate-d, and soon 
got a sight of her } I then gave her another 
shot, when she put her fore-paw between her 
teeth, and bit it through, and fell. I did not 
see where the shot struck her, and fired again, 
she still lay in the same position. Mr. V. then 
came up, and at my request shot at her again, 
when she rolled over on her side, and expired 
with the paw still clenched in her mouth. I 
then began to take off the skin, having to cut 
tiie paw through to get it clear of the mouth. 
The skin I preserved whole, so that it could 
be set up. This Lioness, no doubt, was the 
mother of the cubs that had been caught, as 
she had milk in her udder. I may further 
state that after preparing the skin, and stufBng 
the head, I placed it beside the young cubs. 
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when they immediately began to lick the head, 
as if they recognised their mother. 

Mr. Kicholsou was a keen sportsman, and 
a first-rate ehot. I have repeatedly measured 
off 300, and 350 yards, after he has killed 
single Springbocs, Blesabocs, Wildebeests or 
Gnoos. A Brindled-guoo was shot dead at 
over 300 yards distance, with an American 
rifle 22 bore, with iron points. I believe it to 
be of little importance in shooting moderate 
sized animals, whether the size of the ball be 
small or large, if well directed and reaches some 
vital part The advantage a large ball has is, 
in coming in contact with the bones of larger 
animals, which it would break, whereas a 
small one would not. 

In consequence of the unpleasantness and 
separation that had taken place, our inten- 
tion of proceeding to Lake Ngami was aban- 
doned, and resolved to return to Algoa 
Bay. 

We left the Vaal Elver, and passed 
through Colesberg to Graaf-reinet, and on 
our way, the waggons were besieged by eager 
crowds, anxious to look at the yoimg Lions, 
and the mother of the cubs, that had been 
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shot The former were confined in a tempo- 
rary large box, with bars in front, and placed 
at the back of the waggon. 

When out-spanned, during the journey, I 
occasionally let one of the young Lions loose. 
It was very amusing to watch its movements, 
it would at once run away towards the nearest 
bush, and occasionally look back, to ascertain 
if I was pursuing it ; when overtaken, it would 
turn round, snarl, and strike at me with its 
paw. 

After remaining a short time at Graaf- 
reinet, we started for Algoa Bay. I frequently 
went out into the woods, shooting Doves and 
Pigeons for the young Lions, as they were not 
sufficiently strong to eat coarse, raw meat. 
On one of these occasions, in passing a bush, 
a Cobra-de-capello, known as the Yellow 
Snake in the Colony, sprang out, erected itself 
and came after me, twisting the body from 
side to side on its tail, and making a hissing 
noise. Once it came so near, that I gave it a 
blow with the muzzle of my gun. I fired the 
barrel that was loaded with shot, and a 
portion of the contents passed through its 
body. It then turned off a few paces, and 
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coiled round the stiimp of a small tree ; my 
second barrel was loaded with ball. I re- 
loaded the empty barrel with shot, and killed 
it on the spot. It measured nearly six feet in 
length. This is one of the most poisonous 
reptiles that exists in the Colony. The poison 
acts with great rapidity; I have heard of 
persons dying within an hour after having 
been bitten. I succeeded in shooting a goodly 
number of Doves, which the young Lions 
greedily devoured. 

The expedition from Graaf-reiuet to the 
Vaal River, and back to Algoa Bay, occupied 
a period of about three months. The pro- 
ceeds of onr hunting tour consisted principally 
of a number of Black-gnoos, Brindled-gnoos, 
Blessbocs, Hartebeests, Reit-bocs, Duikers, 
and other smaller animals, also various kinds 
of birds, including. Bustards, Herons, Bitterns, 
Egrets, Ibis's, Eagles, Barbits, Grosbeaks, 
Sun-birds, Wax-bills, King Fishers, Bee-eaters, 
Hawks, Guinea-fowls, Wild-geese, Ducks, 
Grouse, and Doves. Some of these are very 
rare. Mr. Nicholson afterwards visited 
England, and sent the whole, or a portion of 
this collection, to the late Earl of Derby, for 
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his museum at Knowsley. This museum was 
Bubsequontly presented to the Corporation 
of Liverpool, and is now called the Derby 
and Brown Museum. 

I was much gratified and pleased with 
this journey, which was varied in its character. 
Mr. Nicholson being a thorough English gen- 
tleman, I received great kindness from him. 
We spent many pleasant days together, and 
evenings round the night watch fires, and 
separated with feelings of regret. 

Previous to going to England, Mr. N. 
arranged for Woodward, {an old servant of 
his) to make a trading tour into the interior, 
and wished me to accompany him. This I 
readily agreed to, as I was extremely anxious 
to go to the interor, to make further collections 
of birds and animals. 
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SECONB JOUENEY. 



Aftee making the necessaiy preparations, 
myself. Woodward, two Hottentots, and one 
Bushman, took our departure from Graaf- 
reinet, May 18, 1850, with a complement of 
oxen, and two waggons. 

We crossed Peners River, and halted for 
two hours, then inspanned, and passed Fentars 
farm, remaining for ihe night at the foot of 
Oldherg mountain. On the I9th, we inspanned 
and ascended to the top of Oldherg, here 
we out8panned,or unyoked for a few hours. In 
looking up the steep and rugged mountain, it 
appeared almost impossihle for oxen to draw 
up a waggon with any great weight. The road 
forming the ascent is very nan-ow, and only 
sufficient room for one waggon. At certain 
intervals the road is widened, in order that 
waggons going in contrary directions may pass 
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each other. The road is so uneven that in 
places there is eighteen inches to two feet of 
a fall ; many waggons hreak down in winding 
roand these mountains. It is surprising how 
a span of oxen (twelve) can pull up so heavy 
a load as two to three thousand pounds 
weight. 

The next morning we started off and 
reached a place called the Mill Dam ; here 
there is a large spring or fountain. While 
waiting for a short time, a troop of Kaffirs, 
with a few oxen and sheep, came up. A long 
conversation ensued. One of them under- 
stood a little Dutch, having resided with a 
Dutch farmer. We bartered for a sheep in 
exchange for some beads and copper wire ; 
at once proceeding to kill it, I felt disgusted 
at the Kaffirs catching the warm blood as it 
streamed from the neck into an earthem pot, 
and after putting it on the fire for a few 
minutes, eat it, saying, "very sweet, Master." 
I have also seen some of the lower class of 
Kaffirs take the warm paunch of an ox when 
slaughtered, and previous to its being cleaned, 
put a portion in their mouth, and cut pieces 
off with their assaigi, or spears. 
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On the following day we travelled on 
across the flat; it had been freezing daring 
the night, and the top of Sneeuw Bergen 
mountain wag skirted with hoar-frost, this 
being one of the winter months of the Colony. 
After passing a Dutch farm, and winding 
round the mountain, we reached on the 24th 
the farm that Mr. Nicholson had sold. Mr. 
Smith, the present occupier, being absent 
from home, we remained till his return on 
the 28th, when we were treated with great 
courtesy and liberality. 

About four months previous to this, a 
Hottentot was killed by a mule, and buried 
under the ruins of an old house ; a hole was 
dug about five feet deep, and wrapped up in 
his rug, in the Hottentot fashion, the body 
was placed at the bottom, and filled up with 
earth and stones. Feeling anxious to procure 
a skull of an Hottentot for scientific purposes, 
but knowing it would be at the risk of my 
life to be caught in the act of exhuming the 
body, I felt reluctant to make the experiment 
The present opportunity, however, appeared 
to be a very favourable one ; I proposed to 
Mr, Woodward to take a spade, and meet 
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at two o'clock in the morning, when all was 
stilL Woodward failed to keep his appoint- 
ment ; I determined to go alone, and started 
off to the old ruins. After digging for some 
time, I reached the feet; I had mistaken it 
for the head, on account of an upright stone 
being placed at that end of the grave. Every 
few minutes I went outside of the ruin, 
looking round the mountains, to ascerttun if 
any natives were coming, or had perceived 
me. All was apparently right ; I then com- 
menced excavating at the other end, and had 
reached about three feet below the surface 
when I again looked around, and was alarmed 
to see a party of Hottentots coming down the 
mountain side. The impression immediately 
formed waa that I had been detected; I 
instantly threw down the spade, and crept 
along the rocks, making towards the farm. 
Had they caught me no doubt I shoold 
have been placed in the same position as the 
unfortunate Hottentot. It is probable they 
did not discover what was being done, as I 
heard nothing further cm the matter. 

In this neighboorhood I shot a'Springboc, 
with a charge of No. 6 shot; this I was 
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enabled to do by hiding among the ruahea 
and low bush, creeping to within a distance of 
sixteen yards : on receiving the contents of 
my gun, it made a bound into the air, and 
dropped down dead. 

The same day we left the farm, on our 
way to Colesberg. After the first day's 
journey we outspanned for the night. On 
the 30th we drove on till the remains of an 
old Dutch farm house was reached ; the night 
was wet and cold ] an attempt was made to 
make a fire by collecting dried cattle dung, 
which is commonly used in the Colony as a 
substitute for firnf^, where wood is scarce; 
owing to the wet it would not bum, conse- 
quently we had to be content with a scanty 
and cold supper. In the moiTiing we 
proceeded to Seacow River ; here there was a 
large number of Griquas, who surrounded 
the waggon, requesting presents of tobacco, 
tea, and coffee. We gave the chief men a 
small quantity of coffee and sugar, with 
which they were apparently much pleased. 

June Ist we left our begging friends, 
and at sunset arrived at the great dam, or 
water. After giving our cattle rest, and 
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partaking of refreshments, consisting of ashed 
Springboc, peas, and beans, we hastened on, 
and arrived at Colesberg the same evening. 

The village of Colesberg takes its name 
from a conspicuous lofty mountain in the 
immediate neighbourhood, named from one 
of the former governors of the Colony. The 
town is surrounded on all sides by low rocky 
hills ; these rocks are very irregular and 
rugged, piled one upon another as if placed 
by the hand of man. 

Colesberg is well supplied with water, 
which issues from these rocky hills. The 
gardens attached to the houses are irrigated 
by the streams that flow from the rocks. 
The Dutch Boera, from the sxu-rounding 
country, bring their produce once a-week to 
the market. There are a number of stores 
which supply all necessary articles for 
traders, hunters, and others. Many persona 
going into the interior delay a portion of 
their purchases till arriving at Colesberg. 
The inhabitants are principally English and 
Dutch. 

We left Colesberg on June 4th, and at 
sunset reached the banks of the Great Orange 
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River. In the morning the servants passed 
over with the first waggon ; I felt reluctant 
to cross with the other, having no one to 
lead the oxen ; I, however, made the attempt, 
and applied the whip, which was thirty-two 
feet long, with considerable vigour, and 
managed to get over in eafety. The water 
was so deep that the oxen we^-e almost 
swimming; my bed and other articles got 
very wet, the water being four inches over 
the bed planks of the small waggon. 

The scenery on the banks of this river is 
very picturesque; conspicuous amongst the 
trees was the weeping willow, with its 
branches dipping into the water. The 
feathered tribe were also very numerous, 
which greatly enhanced the beauty of the 
scene. I shot a few birds during the short 
time I remained here, and preserved them. 

On the 6th we left the river, and arrived 
at Phillipolis on the 8th. The territory, of 
which Phillipolis is the principal town, is 
inhabited by the Griquas, or Bastards; the 
latter name is derived from the fact of their 
being a mixed breed between the Dutch and 
Hottentot. The name of their chief Is 
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Adam Kok. This chief has invariably been 
noted for his loyalty to the British Govern- 
ment in the various Btirmishes that have 
taken place between the Colonists and Natives. 
This district is admirably adapted for farming 
purposes, grass and water being abundant. 
The Griquas are easily distinguished from 
other tribes; the Dutch and Hottentot lan- 
guages are spoken by them with great fluency ; 
and the complexion of the skin is of a much 
more lighter cast than that of other tribes. 
The dress of the men consists chiefly of a 
leathern jacket, waistcoat, and trowsers, a 
pair of feldtchoens, or shoes, all of their own 
manufacture. On the Sabbath a few wear 
a shirt and necktie, which is considered to 
be very smart. The women wear common 
petticoats similar to that of other countries, 
and a handkerchief thrown over their shoul- 
ders ; round the head are two handkerchiefs, 
one a black, and the other of some gaudy 
colour. They are veiy partial to beads, with 
which they adorn themselves. In the town 
many of the houses are built of stones, in 
others a frame work is formed from branches 
of trees, ten to twelve feet long, and six feet 
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high, gradually brought nearer together at 
the top in the shape of an arch, then plastered 
inside and out with mud; mats formed of 
reeds are thrown over the top, to protect the 
inmates from the sun and rain. 

In the country and scattered places the 
huts are very simply constructed. On 
changing their quarters, which they are 
compelled to do sometimes in search of fresh 
pasture, a locality where game is plentifiil is 
selected, if practicable. Little difficulty is 
experienced in removing their temporary 
huts, as it can be placed on the back of a 
pack-ox. It is not unusual to see a whole 
hamlet disperse in one night. 

The Griquas are of a roving, indolent 
disposition, and importunate beggars, noted 
for their total disregard of truth. A few sheep 
and goats, also horses employed in their 
hunting expeditions, is all the property they 
can boast of. 

Phillipolis has a Missionary belonging to 
the London Missionary Society. 

We left Phillipolis on the lOth, and trek- 
ked forward towards the Riet River. On the 
route I shot a Blue Koran, (Otis Crorulescens,) 
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at 150 yards, with .ball. This bird is a little 
larger than the common Hen. 

Between the Riet and Orange River there 
are thousands of Springboc, Blessboc, Velde- 
beests, and Zebras, presenting a grand and 
imposing spectacle. Respecting the habits 
and appearance of the Zebra in its wild state, 
I cannot do better than give the description 
BO strikingly pourtrayed by Captain Harris : 
"Fierce, strong, fleet, and surpassingly 
beautiful. There is, perhaps, no quadruped 
in creation, not even excepting the Mountain 
Zebra, more splendidly attired, or presenting 
a picture of more singularly attractive beauty 
than this free-bom of the desert. It would 
be difficult to convey to the uninitiated a 
suitable idea of the sparkling effect produced 
by their vivid and strikingly contrasted 
colours, when seen pawing the valley in all 
the pride of conscious liberty, or flying in 
compact columns before the equestrian foe." 
Warming up with the vision of a mighty 
herd, bounding over the sandy plain, our 
eloquent author continues: "Anon, a dark 
pillar of dust rises from the plain, and 
undisturbed by any breath in heaven, mounts 
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upward to the clear azure sky like a wreath 
of amote — three ill-omened Vultures soaring 
in circles above it. Nearer, and more near, 
rolls on the thickening column, until several 
dark looking objectB are shortly perceived 
dancing beneath it. Emerging jrom the 
obscurity, their glossy and exquisitely varie- 
gated coats, glistening in the sun's rays, 
' ventre an terre,' the head of a column of 
Burchell's Zebras, next appears, and instantly 
afterwards the serried horde sweep past in 
gallant array; their hoofs clattering on the 
hard ground like a regiment of dragoons. 
Tearing by at racing speed, straining neck 
and neck with their shaggy whimsical-looking 
bovine allies, (i.e., Brindled Gnoos,) their own 
striped and proudly curved necks seem as 
if they were clothed with thunder, and their 
snowy tails are streaming behind them. Now 
the troop has wheeled and halted for an 
instant, to survey the foe. A powerful 
staUion advances a few paces, with distended 
nostrils and stately gait; his mane newly 
hogged, and his ample tail switching his 
gaily chequered thighs. Hastily reconnoitring 
the huntsman, he snorts wildly, and instantly 
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3 back to his cohort. Away they bcout 
again, neighing and tossing their striped 
heads aloft, switching their light, mule-like 
tails, in all the pride and fleetness of freedom. 
Another halt, and another reconnoissaDce. 
Her small equine ears laid viciously down : 
a skittish mare has now fallen out of the 
ranks, and is in the act of delivering both 
her active heels into the ribs of an admirer, 
whose waotonness has prompted him to seize 
a tempting opportunity for inflicting upon 
her sternum an amorous bite ; and now, with 
a neigh of exultation, and a vain-glorious 
tosB of her coquetish head, free and unfettered 
as the wind, away she careers again, still 
waited upon by her lover, who is nothing 
daunted by his rebuff; and their forms are 
finally concealed by the clouds which follow 
the heels of the again retreating squadron." 

We passed an old slave farm, and finding 
that we would require additional attendants 
the further we proceeded into the interior, it 
was deemed advisable to dispose of one of the 
wagons, which was bartered to the farmer for 
oxen. 

In crossing the Biet Biver on the 20th 
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our waggon stuck fast for some time. After 
much Ir.bour, we managed to reach the oppo- 
site bank. Numbers of Boers were tented by 
the side of the river. Their possessions con- 
sisted of a few goats, sheep, oxen, and a 
waggon. Some of them display great hospi- 
tality towards Englishmen, so far as their 
abilities will permit; while others entertain 
great dislike towards them. The latter section 
are a portion of the rebel Boers, that were dis- 
satisfied with the British Government, hence ■ 
their hatred towards the English. They live 
in small tents, made of canvass and strong 
calico. I found the air at night nearly as cold 
as an October evening in England ; the last 
two nights there was sharp frosts, sleet, and 
rain. I had to sleep outside the waggon on 
account of its being qoite full of provisions 
and goods. In the morning, my blanket was 
white with hoar-frost On retiring to rest, 
two or three dogs would come and lie on the 
blanket; this I encouraged them to do, in 
order to keep me warm. There was a tent 
belonging to the waggon, bat it was rarely 
erected, except during wet and stormy wea- 
ther. 
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On the 24th we reached the Modder River, 
and crossed the same evening. The oxen 
strayed away the next day, and were not re- 
covered till the following day. 

I caught in the river a quantity of fish, 
closely resembling the English Barbel, weigh- 
ing two to three pounds. The same kind of 
fish are found in the Orange and Vaal Rivers. 

Large flocks of Guinea fowl were seen, some 
of which I shot, and a gigantic Heron, on the 
opposite bank. There was no means of pro- 
curing it on foot except by going to the ford 
for crossing, which was at a considerable dis- 
tance. I doffed my clothing, and swam across, 
tied several strong rushes together, made one 
end fast round the bird's neck, the other 
end round my own and swam back again. 
When in the middle of the river, in striking 
out, one of my feet struck against a Water 
Snake, or fish, which somewhat alarmed me. 
I hastened to reach the shore ; the increased 
speed caused the bird to go gradually under 
the water, impeding my progress. I hid the 
Heron among the bushes, and about a mile 
lower down shot two small Egrets, and a 
glossy Ibis, in the shallow water, on a small 
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sandy bank in the middle of the river. They 
were floating down the stream. I at ODce 
took off my clothes, dashed in, and secured 
them all. Two I held in the left hand, and 
the wing of the other in my mouth, swimming 
to shore with one arm. On landing I was 
almost exhausted, and could scarcely breathe. 
A few natives who were standing on the shore 
appeared astonished at this incident. I was 
anzions to obtain and preserve these birds, as 
they were the first of the kind I had shot 
during this journey. "Was also shot and pre- 
served a Springboc. 

The best mode of procuring Guinea fowl 
is, by having a dog to chase them ; they soon 
take to the trees, and can then be easily shot, 
as this is a short flighted bird. 

I also shot several of the Blue Koran, or 
Leaden-tinted Bustard, also a smaller species, 
called the Black Koran by the Colonists. 
These birds are a great annoyance to hunters 
when stalking game ; on perceiving the hun- 
ter, they immediately fly up into the air, 
uttering a loud cackling noise, and, as a matter 
of course, the game are startled and escape. 

At mid-day we left the river and passed 
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Camel Fountain. The country here has a 
beautiful and park-like appearance ; " Cameel 
dom" trees are scattered on the flats and 
ridges or small hills. Camel -leopards, or 
Giraffes, many years ago, were abundant in 
this neighbourhood, but the Colonists and 
Settlers have gradually encroached upon their 
domains, and they have taken refnge in the 
Bechuana country. 

On the 27th one of our men was sick. 
The temperature was exceedingly changeable 
as we proceeded. At one time the wind is 
felt to be very cold, then suddenly it would 
become almost unbearably hot. A little 
medicine administere4 to the sick man made 
him all right again. 

After trekking over a flat piece of country, 
with multitudes of Wildebeests or Gnoos, 
Zebras and Springboc in sight, we arrived at 
a Dutch farm, occupied by Mr. Jacob. An 
invitation was given for us to dine with him, 
which was accepted. On the farm were seven 
tame Zebras, which his bnshmen had caught 
when young ; some were very shy, and would 
not permit any one to approach them, while 
others were more docile. 
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The Dutcli Boers generally are very inqui- 
sitive. The first questions invariably asked 
are; Have you a father and mother? Are 
you married ? How many brothers and sis- 
ters have you? How many children have 
you? How long have you been in the 
country ? — <S:c., &c. At the various farms 
passed, I left my larger specimens of birds, 
and animals, in charge of the farmers, intend- 
ing to call for them on my return. This 
little act of kindness was readily undertaken. 

We left Jacob's farm on the 30th, and 
arrived at Mr. JeflFrey's farm at mid-day. He 
is an Englishman, and having been into the 
interior, we obtained some information re- 
specting the best route up into the country, as 
we had no regular guides, A few days 
were spent in hunting, &c. The result of 
our sport was the acquisition of several 
Springbocs. 

On the 5th of July left for the Vaal 
Biver. Hundreds of Hartebeests, Blessboc, 
Wildebeests, Zebras, and Springboc were ob- 
served on the flats. I shot but one Blessboc, 
the head of which I skinned and preserved. 

To me it was a grand sight, to see them 
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Shipping about in all directions, the Gnoos 
and Zebras lashing their sides with their flow- 
ing tails ; ever and anon, they would wheel 
round and face their pursuers, stamp their feet, 
and snort. An old bull will sometimes break 
from the ranks, advancing towards the hun- 
ter, pawing the ground, and apparently deter- 
mined to make a headlong chaise ; he sud- 
denly faces about and rejoins the herd. No 
fear need be entertained from these little man- 
oeuvres, as he never attacks unless wounded. 
Then all dash off again in wild confusion, 
enveloping themselves in a cloud of dust, 
which almost completely hides them from 
view. 

On one occasion I wounded a black Gnoo 
badly in one of the hind legs ; it rejoined the 
herd. I saddled my horse, going off in pur- 
suit. When hard pressed the wounded Gnoo 
was leflr behind, and after a chase of above a 
mile I came up with it. He fell on his knees, 
and in that position advanced towards me a 
few paces, with the head thrown about in a 
ferocious manner. The wounded animal ex- 
pired after receiving two shots from the 
saddle. 
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In another direction of the plain, several 
Ostriches were obserred gazing around. On 
perceiving the slightest movement towards 
them, they immediately scour across the plain 
with a speed that few horses are equal to. 

Several Monkeys, resembling the common 
Bonnet Monkey, were also seen in the scat- 
tered patches of forest trees. They were very 
wild, and I failed to get a shot at them. 

The further we go into the interior the 
country becomes more flat and open. No 
rugged hills to climb, or lonely valleys to 
trek through, as in many parts of the Colony. 
In some districts where water is scarce there 
will be an abundance of grass ; on the con- 
trary, often where water is plentiful scarcely 
a blade of grass ia to be found. This is the 
great drawback to unfortunate Africa, and in 
a great measure, I believe, prevents the deve- 
lopment of her resources. 

Between the Modder and Vaal River I saw 
myriads of Locusts, which like a thick dense 
cloud darkened the air. They resemble a 
heavy snow storm, and are in such vast num- 
bers as to completely obscure the sky. The 
length of this insect exceeds three inches, and 
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the body three quarters of an inch in diameter, 
with long narrow wings, closely resembling 
the common dragon fly. Daring the night 
the dew falls and moistens their wings, which 
prevents them flying before sunrise. Early in 
the morning the natives take their pack oxen, 
with leathern sacks, and gather large quanti- 
ties, which are jirepared for eating in the fol- 
lowing manner: — Place them on hot ashes, 
slightly roast, after which put into a wooden 
mortar and pound with salt The Bushmen 
and Bechuanas consider them a great luxury, 
and the poorer classes dry and preserve them 
for food in case of any future emergency. I 
have eaten a few when short of provisions, 
but would prefer almost anything else. Many 
animals contribute to the destruction of the 
Locusts; it furnishes food for dogs, horses, 
sheep, fowls, and other animals, which eat 
them with avidity. Sometimes they are ob- 
served to devour any of their number that may 
be crippled, wounded, or injured. The flight 
commences shortly after sun-rise, and wher- 
ever they alight every green herb, leaf, and 
all vegetation is speedily consumed, and the 
migratory tribes suffering from this visi- 
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tation have to seek for fresh pastures for 
their cattle. 

Flocks of Locust birds follow in their 
wake, and destroy large numbers. I shot 
several of these birds, which are a little 
larger than a Swallow. The African Locusts 
are supposed to be the same c^ecies mentioned 
in the Bible, and sent as a plague upon the 
land of Egypt, in the time of Pharaoh. 
Various theories have been given as to the 
mode in which their young is produced; 
it is said that they fonn a small cell in the 
ground, cover the sides with a viscous 
matter, thrust her hinder part into it, and 
deposit her eggs ; she then covers it over 
with the same description of viscous sub- 
stance, leaving them to be hatched by the 
heat of the sun. There are from fifty to 
eighty eggs in one cell, producing as many 
Locusts. 

Just before reaching the Vaal River we 
passed a Coranna village; about thirty of the 
tribe met us with shouts and cries to outspan t 
outspan ! I or unyoke. They were afraid we 
should go on up the river side to the ford for 
crossing, and thus be deprived of the oppor- 
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tnnity of examining the contents of our 
waggon. Our oxen had no water all day, 
consequently we outspanned. The Corannas 
were continually crowding round the ws^gon, 
and were driven away repeatedly ; it required 
a very watchful eye upon their movements 
to prevent them stealing. Great annoyance 
was caused by their dancing and singing all 
night; my patience was quite exhausted; 
however, I was compelled to submit quietly. 
"We left our noisy friends on the morning 
of the 7th. I was shortly stopped by another 
party of Corannaa; one of them, with a 
quantity of gold lace worn round an old 
military cap, came np to me, said he was 
the chiefs son, and desired me to stop, in 
order that the wa^on might be examined; 
if I did not do so he would prevent my crossing 
the river. This rather alarmed me, I being the 
only white man present, and having only three 
natives with me. Mr. Woodward {the man with 
one arm), had gone on horseback after some 
game, and promised to meet me at the ford. 
I was afraid of being overpowered in case of 
a quarrel taking place. The chiefs son was 
about to stop the fore oxen, I spi-ang out of 
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the waggon with my gun, apparently in a 
great rage, daring him, or any other man to 
interfere, and threatened to shoot the first 
that stopped the oxen. The boldness of my 
language disconcerted them, and they began 
to beat a retreat. I proceeded to the ford in 
haste; an hour after my arrival I perceived 
ten men in the distance coming towards me 
on horseback; I supposed they belonged to 
the same party that had attempted to stop 
the oxen, and that their object was to seek 
redress for the manner in which I had spoken. 
They soon came up, squatted themselves on 
the ground around the fire that had been 
kindled near the waggon. I put on an air of 
indifference, and could distinguish the chief, 
but not the son; no doubt they thought I 
was alone. While a consultation was being 
held between themselves in the Corunna lan- 
guage, Woodward returned. They all ap- 
peared confounded, and shunned him on ac- 
count of his having only one arm. He was 
probably taken for a witch doctor ; his return, 
I believe, prevented them from displaying the 
hostile feelings which were entertained to- 
wards me. Bequests were now made for 
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presents of tobacco, coffee, sugar, &c for 
permitting us to cross the river. This I 
positively refused to accede to, or to barter. 
Afiter remaining a short time, they went away 
and I heard nothing further of them. 

We remained on the banks of the river 
till the l2th. The first day I shot a fine male 
Reitboc, (Lighalla,) the bead of which I pre- 
served. The second day I wounded two more, 
but they made their escape. The third day I 
wounded another that had been sheltered by 
reeds on one of the sand banks in the river; on 
receiving the shot it at once made off; the dogs 
swam across in pursuit and overtook it concealed 
amongst some reeds, and had nearly eaten it be- 
fore I couM go to the drift and cross over, in 
order to oome up to it. As the shades of even- 
ing were approaching, I wounded a Porcupine 
{Histrix Pilosa) in the back with ball. The 
dogs had great dif&culty in killing it; one of 
them had no less than sis quills stuck in its 
head and neck, &om half an inch to three 
qnarters deep. The dog had to be held 
down, and it required considerable force to 
withdraw them. An excellent supper was 
made from the Porcupine. Many persons have 
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supposed that the Porcnpine shoots its quills 
into any animal that may attack it My opi- 
nion is, that when the dog rushes upon it, the 
animal, to protect itself, erects the quills, 
which are very sharp and pointed, the quills 
stick in, and the force with which the dog 
endeavours to get away draws the quills 
from the Porcupine, as occurred in the 
instance just related. They are of nocturnal 
habits, and subsist principally upon fruit, 
berries, shoots of brushwood, and vegetable 
roots. The Porcupine is rarely seen in this 
part of Africa. 

I also shot a number of geese, commonly 
known as Egyptian Geese, (Chenalopex 
.^Egyptiacua,} also a number of ducks resem- 
bling the English Teal, several Divers, and a 
Night Heron, (Nycticorax Europfieus.) 

On the 12th we left the river and resumed 
our journey. While the waggon left the bend 
of the river I shot a fine Darter, (Le VaillantB,) 
and preserved it; 1 had to go after it into the 
water up to my waist, with my clothes on, 
as the current was carrying it rapidly away. 
I was much pleased with this specimen, as It 
was the first of the kind I had shot In 
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travelling higher up the river ducks and 
geese were abundant ; I could go and shoot 
a few whenever required. 

Our next halting place waa a Coranna 
village, the chief of which was Kirt Links. 
He frequently came to the waggon at night 
and sat till a' late hour drinking coffee. One 
night he particularly requested me to play 
my violin, which I did to his great astonish- 
ment and delight, for which I was almost 
sorry, as I had rarely any peace afterwards. 
Incessant requests were made for me to 
contribute to their enjoyment by playing. 

We traded for a few oxen and karosses. 
Karosses is a native dress, composed of 
different kinds of animal skins, tanned and 
sewn together. I gave the chief goods to the 
value of £10 to £l2 in exchange for a horse. 
There is a Missionary stationed at this village. 

We left Kirt Links on the l6th, and 
arrived at smiset at a Bechaana XafSr 
town. During the day, we bartered for a 
cow in exchange for a quantity of beads 
and copper wire; I also purchased a few 
karosses and oxen. The chief, Maclevaon, 
does not appear to exercise much au- 
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thority over the tribe ; there is no Mission- 
ary, and they appear to he a wild and 
oncivilized people. Our waggon had to he 
watched closely on account of their thieving 
propensities. The men and children were 
apparently much a&aid at the appeu*ance of 
a white man, especially myself, on account of 
having such long, hirsute appendages. Pre- 
vious to this I had not undergone any shaving 
operations for many months. These Kaffirs 
subsist upon Locusts, and game which are 
occasionally entrapped. They have a few 
cows, but these give but little milk. At this, 
and many other towns, when travellers 
arrive, to enliven the monotony of their 
existence, dancing and singing is kept up to 
a late hour for a night or two. 

On the I9th we left Kirt Links; our path 
led tiirough an open country, studded with 
low bush. Water was very scarce ; our oxen 
were getting very thirsty. On the evening of 
the following day we arrived at a fountain, 
(one of Mahura's cattle posts,) which lay a 
few hundred yards from the waggon track. 
The Hottentots were B&at with the oxen to 
the water, when twelve natives drove them 
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back, requeBting payment prior to the oxeu 
being permitted to drink; this we declined 
doing, and insisted upon the oxen being 
allowed to qnench th^ thirst One of their 
number iinderstood a little of the Dutch 
language, and we threat^ied to fire upon 
them if they attempted to drive the cattle 
back. Woodward went to the wag^n for 
the guns, which were loaded in the presence 
of the natives, who took up a position by the 
side of the fountain. This had the desired 
effect ; all of them soon ran away, and the 
oxen had plenty of water. 

On Sunday we arrived at Mahura's 
Kraal, a section of the Baklapies tribe; this 
is considered a large town for the interior, 
the Hart Biver flows in the immediate 
vicinity. The Rev. Ross was the Mission- 
ary. The chief Mabura gave me a hearty 
welcome, and sent us some Kaffir beer, 
(made from Kaffir com) and milk. A brief 
sketch of the manners and customs of this 
tribe will be interesting to the reader : " The 
Bechuana Kaffirs are superior to the Bakali- 
haris, Hottentots, Buslmaen, and Corannas; 
they are a fine noble race of men, well 
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formed, and vary in height from five feet 
six inches to six feet. Some of them have 
pleasing featureB, and their complexion is of 
a copper colour ; many are eomewhat darker. 
Their teeth are of an extraordinary whiteness, 
which many Era^peans would envy; the 
hair is short and woolly. These trihes live 
in kraals, or villages, with their respective 
chiefs. The houses, or huts, are built in the 
shape of a hee-hive, formed from the branches 
of trees and sundry pieces of wood, standing 
Kx feet high, thatched with coarse grass. 
Many of the floors are plastered with cow- 
dung and clay, and some have the sides 
plfutered also. The entrance to the hut is 
from two to three feet high, and two feet in 
width, roraided at the top. Numbers of the 
wigwams are surrounded with a hedgework 
of thorns ; and an hedge of thorns, five to six 
feet high, surrounds the whole village, to 
protect them from the attack of wild animals. 
The men wear a kaross, hanging loose over 
the shoulders, made from skins of Jackals, Tiger 
Cats, and small Antelopes, tanned and sewn 
together. The chief generally is distinguished 
by wearing a grand kaross, made from Pan- 
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ther or Leopard skins. A covering is fastened 
round the loins. They rub the hair with a 
mixture of fat and hright ore, while some of 
the tribes besmear themselves with fat and 
red clay, giving them a very wild appearance. 
Slippers are worn, made from the hide of the 
Buffalo or Camel-leopard, to protect the soles 
of their feet, and copper wire round the 1^ 
and arms. Their implements of war consists 
of a battle-axe, assaigi or spear, knobkerry, 
and a shield. The blade of the assai^, varies 
from nine to twelve inches in length; the 
handle is from five to six feet long, and half- 
an-inch in thickness. Some of the warriors 
attain so great a proficiency in throwing the 
assaigi, that a target placed at a distance of 
sixty yards will be struck with great preci- 
sion. The battle-axe is ingenioasly formed in 
the shape of a triangle, and fastened to an 
handle made of hard wood, or from the horn 
of the Rhinoceros. The shield is made from 
a piece of raw dried hide of the Buffalo, and 
other animals. The knobkerry is made from 
the horn of the Ehinoceros, a piece of solid 
horn at one end, in the shape of a ball, three 
inches in diameter, and the handle is cut 
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down to a thickness of one inch ; the length 
varies from two to three feet. With this, I 
hare Been an Antelope, that had been canght 
in a pitfall, killed with one blow. In order to 
ascertain if their hunting expeditions will be 
successfiil, small pieces of ivory, and certain 
joint bones of animalSf are used ae dice, well 
shaken with the hands, and tossed in the air ; 
according to the position when on the ground, 
the direction they are to take, in order to 
obtain success, is determined. 

The children, up to ten years of age, 
wear only a slight covering round the wfust. 

The women wear a loose skin, made from 
the smaller Antelopes, fastened round the loins, 
and are profusely decorated with beads ; as 
much as three or four pounds in weight of 
beads are worn, principally round the loinsj 
ankles, arms, and neck. They are of various 
colours and patterns, all intermixed together. 
The women have to perform all the laborious 
work, such as cultivating the land for Kaffir 
com, pumpkins, water melons, &o., and gather- 
ing the same when ripe. There does not 
appear to be any reluctance on their part to 
perform this field work ; I have seen thirty to 
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forty in a row, hoeing together in a field, 
singing, and keeping time with the hoes. The 
hoe is a mde instrument, and answers the same 
purpose as our common hoe. The women 
have long breasts, which are thrown over the 
shoulders, and suckle the in&nt &om behind, 
which is carried in a mg or akin tied to the 
back. 

The men spend a portion of their time in 
htmting and trapping giune. After a snccess- 
fhl hunt, they lounge for several days in the 
huts. Most of these tribes possess cattle, 
which are milked and attended to solely by 
the men. They live together in families. Poly- 
gamy is permitted. The number of wives a 
man has entirely depends upon his means of 
p^hasing and supporting them. When a 
Bechuana wants a wife, he has to purchase 
her ; the price varies from four to eight oxen 
amongst the classes possessing cattle — the 
poorer members of the tribe can purchase a 
wife for a few articles of husbandry. 

The various tribes occasionally attack 
each other, with a view to steal and capture 
cattle. When a tribe is defeated, the remnant 
often escape to some other tribe, where pro- 
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tection is afforded, until they are able to re- 
establisli themselves. 

We went to the chief Mabura, requesting 
him to supply us with guides, in order to pro- 
ceed further into the interior. He strongly 
objected, assigning as a reason that the Dutch 
Boers residing further on were exceedingly 
hostile to Englishmen. These Boers had re- 
belled against the British Government in the 
Ck>lony, and had taken part in the war ; having 
been defeated, they fled and settled further up 
in the interior, where the English had no juris- 
diction. The end of the sovereignly of the Bri- 
tish Government at this time is the Vaal River. 

This class of Dutch Boers is very different 
to those that go by the same name in the 
C3olony. A large proportion of them are per- 
sons that have gone from the authority of 
British law, and were joined by many other 
bad characters, their object being to treat the 
Bechuanas as slaves, in which position the 
Hottentots were previous to the English taking 
possession of the Cape. 

Mahura represented himself to be a great 
friend to me, and endeavoured to persuade us 
to proceed no further. We went down to the 
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Mission HouBe, and Mr. Boss stated tliat the 
Boers were very hostile to Englishmen, but 
not to such an extent as represented by the 
chief, and expressed an opinion that his object 
was to detain us, and obtain what goods we 
had for sale at a trifling cost. The chief was 
characterized as an unprincipled, selfish man. 
Mr. Bods had been at the Station for seve- 
ral years; he laboured hard, and endeavoured, 
to the utmost of his ability, to spread Christian- 
ity amongst the natives, also to improve their 
moral and social condition. A day school was 
established, and the attendance at the church 
was good. Great complaints were made at 
this and other Stations, of the evils caused by 
traders and others, that visited the various 
Stations, disposing of brandy to the natives. 
Mahura was very fond of the Cape brandy, 
consequently a bad example was shown to the 
tribe. From personal observation, I believe 
spirituous liquors, in hot climates, to be very 
injurious to the constitution. I invariably 
found myself better without anything of the 
kind, neither would I have associated myself 
in a journey with persons who were trading in 
this traffic. 
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Mahura still refused to permit any of his 
people to accompany ns as guides. We there- 
fore determined to proceed, following the path 
pointed out by Mr. Koss. After going through 
the custom of shaking hands, and nodding of 
heads, our departure was taken on the 30th 
July, intending to visit the Baralongs and other 
tribes. The Hart River was soon crossed ; our 
course then lay through an open country, 
thickly studded with cameel-dom trees. We 
halted by the side of a salt-pan. These salt- 
pans, which are of various shapes and sizes, 
are scattered over the country, and in close 
proximity there is invariably a fountain or 
spring. The surface of the salt-pan is covered 
over with white crusted salt, giving it the 
appearance of a pond, partially frozen and 
sprinkled over with flakes of snow, or hoar- 
frost. The largest quantity of salt is found 
in salt-pans of the greatest depth; the salt in 
this part of tlie country is mild. The water 
of the springs in the vicinity is very brackish. 

Large families of the Republican Grosbeaks 
or sociable Weaver Birds (Ploceus Socius) 
were congregated in the large trees adjoining 
the salt-pans. They construct enormously 
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large nests, suspended from the branches, all 
Tinder one roof. The whole nest ia divided 
into a number of cells; each pair has its own 
apartment. The entrances are from under- 
neath. This a£fords a good protection from 
the ravages of Snakes, Lizards, &c. The ma- 
terial of which the nests are composed consists 
principally of grass. On account of their 
social habits, these birds have been appropri- 
ately termed " The Happy Family." At a 
distance, the nest has the appearance of a 
Bushman's hut, placed up in the tree. Dur- 
ing the prevalence of high winds, I have seen 
trees that have been blown down by the weight 
of these nests. The coloor of the bird is of 
a lightish brown of various shades, with the 
markings on the thighs more distinct, and the 
extreme length five inches. I shot two White 
Herons, and a Little Bittern (Arditto Minuta). 
Several Scorpions (Scorpio) of adark colour, 
two inches long, were discovered in our wag- 
gon tent, and immediately destroyed. On one 
occasion in the Colony, while sleeping under 
a bush, I was startled to find three of these 
insects in my blanket; two were of a yellowish 
colour, and the other very dark. I threw them 
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to the ground, and the Hottentots killed them. 
The Scorpion is more dreaded than any 
other insect Fabulous accounts have been 
written respecting them. Exaggerated as 
the records of the Scorpions are, yet they 
are very venomous, but the Black Scorpion of 
Ceylon is supposed to be the most deadly. 
The female brings forth her young alive, 
usually from thirty to forty ; as they increase 
in size, the skin is cast off from time to time, 
until they arrive at maturity. When very 
young, the parent assiduously guards them. 
They have the power of stinging in all direc- 
tions, on account of the abdomen being arti- 
culated. The palpi or claws are very large ; 
with these they seize their prey, which consists 
of various kinds of insects. There are eight 
legs, and seven or eight eyes ; the sight is very 
acute. When disturbed they always run with 
the tail erect. 

Shortly before sun-set, I strolled by the 
side of the fountain, and was suddenly star- 
tled at the appearance of a huge, full-grown 
Lion, with along, shaggy mane, hanging nearly 
to the ground. He saluted me with a deafen- 
ing roar, which almost made my blood run 
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cold. I cocked my double-barrelled gun, but 
hesitated to fire, being in the open plain, and 
alone. I advanced a few steps, stamped my 
foot, and pointed my gun 5 this did not appear 
to intimidate him. I dare not beat a retreat, 
as he would undoubtedly pursue, and spring 
upon me. While we were thus motionless, 
and gazing at each other, three young Lions, 
about half-grown, made their appearance over 
a ridge, at a distance of 200 yards. The old 
Lion made off to join them, and occasionally 
looking back after me. I returned to the 
waggon and related the incident to Woodward. 

Our oxen were made fast, and we kept 
watch, alternately, during the night. Several 
large fires were also made. The terrible roar- 
ing of the Lions, crying of the Jackals, and 
bowling of the Hyenas, caused us to have a 
restless night. Our fire-arms were put in 
readiness, to give a warm reception in case of 
their paying an unfriendly visit ; fortunately 
they did not come near our camp. The next 
morning we went with our guns and dogs to 
the north of the salt-pan, but could see noth- 
ing of them. 

August Ist, Woodward and I went on in 
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advance of the waggon, after filling the kegs 
with water. "We had not gone more than a 
mile, when a Lion, resembling the one I had 
previously seen, sprang up from , the long 
grass in which he had been reposing, and 
started off in the direction of the waggon, 
which had just made its appearance. The 
Hottentots became alarmed, and began to 
fire, when within a distance of 400 yards. 
We ran in the direction of the Lion to get a 
shot. He suddenly veered round from the 
wa^on, with the dogs in pursuit; one 
was close upon his heels, the Lion turned 
round, and the dog at once ran back, 
with the Lion after him. Again did the 
Lion turn from the waggon, thinking pro- 
bably there was danger, and made off across 
Uie ridges. It was an exciting scene, to see 
the Lion, with its flowing mane, the ears 
pricked forward, and tail erect, in pursuit of 
the dog. A striking contrast is presented be- 
tween the king of the forests in his wild state, 
and the tame Lions seen in the Menageries 
of Europe, reared frvm their birth and taught 
submission to their keeper. I have never seen 
a dog duit would attack a Lion, unless the 
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latter was badly wounded. When hard 
pressed, the Lion generally attacks the first 
in its way. 

At sun-set we came to another salt-pan, 
but did not find any water. The two horses 
were tied to the waggon-wheel, the oxen to 
the trek-tow, and other parts of the waggon. 
Twilighthad just closed, when the Lions began 
to roar more frightfully than before, accom- 
panied by the howling of the Hyena, and 
the crying of Jackals. They appeared to 
be more numerous also. 

One of the horses I had recently pur- 
chased from a Coranna chief, and the other 
belonged to Woodward. My horse managed 
to get loose, and had not strayed more than 
one hundred yards when a Lion or Liona 
sprang upon it, and killed it without making 
any noise. The first intimation of what had 
occurred, was given by the suppressed growls 
of the Lions eating and gnawing the bones. 
The Lions would not permit the Hyenas and 
Jackals to eat with them ; at short intervals, 
a spring or rush was raade, apparently driving 
them away. There is a popular notion that 
the Jackal is the Lion's provider. My expe- 
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rience leads me to the conclusion that it is fre- 
quently vice versa. The Jackal is often found 
eating the remnants of a Lion's feast, which 
the latter has procured by his own instinct. 

The Hyenas make four or five different 
kinds of noises, they howl, laugh, screech, 
chatter, and bark ; together with the cry of 
. Jackals, and growls of the Lions, all mingling 
together, produced a most unearthly and hor- 
rible chorus, such as I had never heard be- 
fore. Attended by an Hottentot, I went about 
forty yards from the waggon, and fired several 
shots in that direction, which made no 
impression. It was a very dark night. The 
animals could not be seen, and as the horse 
was dead, I deemed it prudent to retrace my 
steps. A large fire was kept up, and a watch 
alternately, during the night. In the morn- 
ing, the only remains of my unfortunate horse 
was a piece of skin and two leg-bones. At 
break of day, I went in search of water, and 
found a small spring near the salt-pan; not 
far from here I espied two Lions, and returned 
to the waggon for the men and dogs. All 
went in pursuit At our appearance they 
went across the flat to a little hill, and the 
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dogs after them. The Lions made a pause, 
scrutinised their pursuers for a few moments, 
and then made off. As night approached, 
again the roar of the Liona, with the usual 
accompaniments of Jackals and Hyenas, 
were heard. Several watch fires were kept 
np, and the guns fired off at intervals. Under 
these circumstances, as may be easily ima- 
gined, little sleep was obtainable. I generally 
slept outside, or under the waggon, preferring 
this in fine weather to being in the waggon, 
owing to the oxen pulling and shaking it. 

Saturday, August 7th. — We filled our 
kegs with water and left the salt-pan, taking 
the dii-ection of the waggon path. Soon we 
came to a path that had been much trodden ; 
having no guides, we pursued this path, under 
the impression that it would lead us in the 
right direction. After passing through an 
open country, small bushes and trees thinly 
scattered, abundance of grass, and very little 
game, we outspanned at dusk. The next 
morning proceeded on our route, hoping to 
reach the next water during the day. Since 
our departure on Saturday, we had no water 
for our oxen, and on Monday there was^ no 
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sign of a supply. The country was very dry 
and parched up, yet there was an abundance 
of grass — all the water in the pools was ex- 
hausted. Considerable alarm and uneasiness 
was felt at our condition. The casks had 
been empty since Simday night, and the im- 
pression that we were travelling on the wrong 
track, was fast gaining ground. On Tuesday 
morning, we started off in expectation of find- 
ing water before us, as the path appeared 
recently trodden. The oxen were unyoked 
at night, in a portion of the forest that was 
well wooded. They had been three days 
without water, and were suffering intensely 
from thirst. It was our intention to return on 
the following day. We let the oxen loose, 
and being much fatigued and worn out, they 
lay down near the waggon. No Lions had 
been heard of for two nights. Shortly after 
retiring to rest, one of the oxen bellowed, and 
all was confusion. A Lion had sprang in 
their midst, when they ran in all directions. 
Myself, W., and two Hottentots, with our guns, 
lantern, and candle, (it was pitch dark) went 
to reconnoitre. The stifled groans of the Lion 
eating one of the oxen were distinctly heard. 
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Towards that spot we approaclied with cau- 
tious steps, fearful^ lest a Lion might spring 
upon us any moment. Finding that no as- 
sistance could he rendered, as the ox had 
already been tilled, we retreated. A search 
was made for the other oxen, but we failed to 
find any that night. Our sufferings from 
thirst were now most intense, and had become 
almost unbearable. In the morning the re- 
mains of the unfortunate ox were found. A 
part of one of the hind quarters only had 
been eaten. The Lion probably had left it 
to pursue the other oxen. Myself, and one 
Hottentot started off on the spoor of some 
of the oxen. The other two Hottentots went 
in search, in another direction. Woodward, 
with the only remaining horse, went in search 
of what we were almost dying for. Before 
starting, I tried to drink a portion of the blood 
of the ox that had been killed ; I managed 
to take a little. It was so congealed that 
it only added to my thirst. 

Four oxen and two cows, out of upwards 
of thirty, were recovered after roaming about 
four or five hours. The feelings of thiret 
which I experienced on this occasion will 
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never be obliterated from my memory ; I lay 
down several times, almost despairing of ever 
obtaining water. On our return, exposed to 
the raya of a burning and scorching sun, the 
Hottentot fell to the ground and said, " Bass, 
or Master, I cannot go any further, and must 
die." I told him he must not talk of dying, 
but keep his heart up. I raised him from the 
ground, and proceeded forward, supporting 
each other, and at length reached the waggon. 
Woodward arrived late in the evening, having 
found a small well about fifteen miles ofi*. 
The two Hottentots also returned without any 
of the oxen, but had discovered an ostrich 
nest, and with the eggs quenched their thirst. 
A consultation took place as to the best course 
to adopt. W. proposed going with the horse, 
one Hottentot, four oxen, and one cow, to the 
water, which was agreed to. They started off 
and travelled all night, at a great risk from the 
attack of Lions and other wild animals. I re- 
mained at the waggon with two Hottentots, 
who were like myself, nearly mad with 
thirst. 

I caught the water from the cow, heated 
it over the fire, put sugar and alum into it to 
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destroy the nauseous taste, but it was so 
horrible that we could not drink it. 

During the afternoon, I witnessed an 
exciting scene. A pack of wild dogs, or 
"wilde honden" of the Dutch colonists, in 
single file were pursuing a Wildebeeste or Gnoo. 
It was overtaken and killed, about a quarter 
of a mile from our camp. I fired several 
shots to scare them away, and cut a piece of 
flesh from the Gnoo, brought it to the waggon, 
and then divided it into small portions. Slight 
relief was experienced from sucking the juice. 
My mouth and throat were parched to such a 
degree, that I could not swallow the meat, 
although I had been without food for three days. 

The wild dogs usually hunt in packs from 
twenty to one hundred in single file ; when the 
foremost is fatigued and tired, it falls back 
to the rear, and so on in succession. 

One of the Hottentots on the following 
morning, on going up the path looking for the 
return of Woodward, found a deep hole, 
the sand at the bottom being damp. When 
this intelligence was communicated to me, 
although extremely weak and scarcely able to 
walk, I went down into the hole and threw 
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a considerable quantity of sand out. It became 
damper, but there was no sign of water. 
I put some of the moist sand into my mouth, 
alec about my neck and head. The Hottentots 
did the same. This somewhat mitigated our 
sufferings. I dug deeper still, and found ad- 
ditional moisture. The probability of its 
being a spring occurred to me, but it was rain 
water that had been soaked in. Being par- 
tially screened firom the sun, it was not tho- 
roughly dried up. 

Itwaswith indescribablepleasurethatlsaw 
W. return, bringing with him a small quantity 
of water. He remarked that he scarcely ex- 
pected to iind us alive. 

I proposed that the goods and provisions, 
except the most valuable portion, should be 
at once emptied from the waggon, leaving 
it in the forest covered with a sail cloth, 
and take the waggon and four oxen to the 
water, which was acceded to. We arrived 
the next day. After thoroughly quenching our 
thirst, search was made for the missing oxen. 
Two of the Hottentots were sent back to Mahu- 
ra's Kraa],the Bechuanatownwehadleft. The 
cattle had reached the out-posts, and all were 
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recovered with the exception of eight. Whether 
the missing ones were killed by Lions, or de- 
tained by the natives for their own purposes, 
I could not ascertain. 

There was not sofficient water at this 
spring for the oxen; W. and myself went 
in search of more. A little before sunset we 
came to a pool of rain water, that was very 
thick and mnddy in consequence of game 
rolling about in it. 

With difficulty we found our way back 
to the wa^on. I consented to remain in 
the woods alone, with the goods that had 
been brought, while W. and one Hottentot, 
with the oxen, went after the remainder 
that had been left behind. On their arrival, 
it was with pleasure the goods were found 
in precisely the same position in which 
they had been placed. 

In consequence of the sufferings I had 
recently passed through, I felt a greater 
sense of loneliness, in remaining on the 
borders of the forest all night; the only 
sounds heard, were the frightful roaring of 
Lions and other animals. I kept np a large 
fire, as the best preventative for warding off 
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any attacks that might be made. It was a 
very miserable and melancholy night, one 
that will not be readily effaced from my 
remembrance. 

They returned on the evening of the 
second day with a portion of the goods. 
When the Hottentots came in with the missing 
oxen, fourteen were sent with the waggon 
for the remainder of our stock. 

On Monday, we started off to the water 
that had been found ; I left the waggon and 
went after some Hartebeests, but could not 
get a shot. A troop of Pallas came in sight, 
and I got a pretty good shot at them from 
behind some bushes. In going forward 
through the long, tall, rank graas, in order to 
ascertain if one or more had been shot down, 
a Lioness suddenly sprang out, made a full 
stop, looking intently at me in the face; I 
was momentarily panic -stricken, my gun 
being empty, and the powder flask and pouch 
being in the waggon. I intended being 
absent for a few minutes only, to discharge 
the two barrels that were loaded, at the 
Hartebeests. We were motionless, gazing 
at each other for three minutes ; I had then 
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somewhat recovered my presence of mind, 
and made great demonstrations with my 
voice, arms, legs, and gun. The Lioness 
probably thought I had companions in the 
immediate locality; however, she threw up 
her tail and disappeared in the bushes. I 
must confess that I was in a state of consider- 
able alarm, on account of my gun being empty, 

I reached the water shortly before sunset, 
where I found the waggon. A small en- 
closure was formed, by cutting down some 
branches of trees and bush, into which the 
cattle were driven. They were very restless 
all night, owing to the Lions keeping up 
almost a continuous roar. We saw their 
footprints in the morning at the water where 
they had been to drink, not more than forty 
yards from the waggon. At this place 
water and grass were abundant, consequently 
we remained four days, in order to recruit 
our strength, after the privations we had 
undergone during the last fortnight. 

The second day after our arrival a troop 
of Veldebeests, or Black Gnoos, came un- 
expectedly running past ; I fired two barrels, 
and shot two cows; one of them dropped 
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dead, and the other wew caught by the doga 
after a short chase. 

On the succeeding day, Woodward shot 
a Hartebeest ; although only possessed of one 
arm he was very expert with his gun. 

We returned to Mahura's Kraal on the 
24th. The Rev. — Boss expressed great sym- 
pathy, on being made acquainted with the diffi- 
culties and misfortunes that had befallen us. 
He stated, that no one ever travelled in that 
direction, except after heavy rains, and that 
it was the high road to the settlements of the 
rebel Boers. 

In consequence of the serious losses and 
mishaps sustained, after mature deliberation, 
it was resolved to return to the Colony. The 
goods remaining had to be sold at a great 
sacrifice ; Mahura was not at all sorry at our 
misfortunes, and expressed surprise that any 
of our lost oxen had been recovered. 

On the 26th we left Mahura, to visit a 
section of the Bakuratise tribe, arriving at 
mid-day, and remained four days. We 
bartered for a few oxen and karosses, in 
exchange for several giitis, ammunition, 
copper wire, &c. The chief manifested a 
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friendly feeling, and made us a present of a 
few Ostrich cgga, Kaffir beer, milk, &c. An 
invitation was given to visit his house, which 
was accepted. On our arrival he sent for his 
wives, which were four in number; they 
were profusely ornamented with beads, and a 
number of wild Cats' tails were suspended from 
their waists. Their eyes were constantly 
fixed upon me, apparently with feelings of 
curiosity; while suspicious glances were 
thrown towards Woodward on account of 
his having only one arm. An idea was formed 
that he possessed some supernatural power ; 
and although the manner in which the 
misfortune occurred was explained, they did 
not appear to give credence to the statements. 
The Kaffir beer of which we partook, was 
pleasant to the taste; but I felt that the small 
quantity I had taken produced a sense of 
drowsiness. 

I went to the wa^on for some sweets 
and preserves, and had a regular feast with 
the royal family. The chief was perpetually 
pulling my long beard, which was not very 
pleasant, expressing a wish at the same time 
to have a similar one. This tribe appeared 
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more cheerfiil and pleasant than some of the 
others I had visited. Dancing and singing 
during our stay was kept up till a late hour 
of the night. 

On our return to Mahura on the 30th, we 
remained seven days, searching for the 
oxen, but fiiiled to find them. 

Although this was a Mission Station, 
little distinction was made by the natives, 
between the Sabbath and any other day. 
Many profess Christianity, but as the Mission- 
ary expressed himself, a portion were doubt- 
ful Christians. It was a common thing for 
bartering to take place on the Sabbath. The 
example shown by myself at all times, was, 
to abstain from any trading transactions on 
that day. 

The assembling of a native congregation 
at this and other stations, presents a motley 
appearance. They squat on the groimd, 
while a few bring rudely formed stools to 
seat themselves. Some are ornamented with 
Ostrich feathers in the hair. Old hats and 
caps of various shapes, obtained from traders 
and others, are worn. The women generally 
carry black parasols, made from Ostrich fea- 
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there, to afford protection from the scorching 
heat of the sun \ others go bare-headed, alto- 
gether presenting a grotesque appearance. 
They listen with open mouth and apparent 
attention to what the minister is saying. 

Before our departure an altercation oc- 
curred between Mahura's son and onrselTes. 
W. accused him of stealing some articles from 
the w^gon. The chiefs son immediately 
became enraged, assaulted him, and threw him 
to the ground. I ran up, seized him by the 
arm, told him he was a great coward, and 
that it was disgraceful on his part to attack a 
man with only one arm. He then became 
quiet, appeared ashamed of himself, and 
went away with his attendants. 

We left Mahura's Kraal September 7th, 
and reached a Coranna village at sunset. This 
section of the Corannas were more civilized 
than others of the same tribe. Many wore 
portions of European clothing, and oUiers 
tanned animals' skins. 

A few oxen were purchased from them, 
and we left on the 9th for the Vaal River by a 
different route to that taken 'm coming up 
into the interior. 
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On our way, we shot several Guinea 
fowls, the blue and black Corau, and on the 
14:th arrived at the river, which was very low. 

Some of our best drawing oxen had been 
lost. In crossing the river the waggon stuck 
fast in the middle ; having a young span of 
oxen they would not pull all together. I was in 
the water up to my waist, with the Hottentots, 
vigorously applying the jamboc. After an 
hour's exertion, we managed to reach the other 
side, and outspanned on the banks. 

Rain had not fallen for some time, and the 
country was all parched and dried up. 

It is a grand sight to see the troops of 
Bleasboc (Albifrons or white-faced Antelope) 
coming down to the river in the evening to 
drink. Seventy to one himdred will stand on 
the bank reconnoitring. If all is clear, one 
or more will go down to the water, and others 
follow at short intervals. By the time all 
have gone from the top of the bank, some will 
have returned- Should anything occur to 
startle them, a general rush is made across the 
plain. 

This beautiful Antelope, herds in immense 
flocks, is exceedingly fleet uid active. The 
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male, measures three feet and a half high, 
with amiulated horns, and the female some- 
what smaller. Its colour is so beautiful, and 
markings so distinct, as to give rise to the 
name of Bonteboc or Painted Goat. The head 
and neck are of a bright brown colour. A 
narrow stripe of the purest white runs from the 
central point between the horns to the orbits, 
immediately above which it expands and 
covers the whole face and nose down to the 
muzzle. The back is of a brownish bay. The 
breast, belly, and thighs are white. This ap- 
peared to me by far the' prettiest and most 
graceful of African Antelopes. 

I saw at a distance a flock of Cranes, re- 
sembling the Stanley Crane, with flowing 
plumes hanging from the wings, sixty to 
eighty in number. They are generally seen 
on some rising ground, where an extended view 
can be obtained. It is extremely difficult to 
get a shot at them on account of their shyness. 

Near the banks of the river, I found some 
Mushrooms. Also other kinds of fimgus that 
were poisonous. The Mushrooms were put 
into the pot and boiled with the Antelope 
flesh that was being cooked. The Hottentots 
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hesitated in eating them, but after they saw 
I had eaten, and no injurious effect produced, 
they partook of it also. 

In this neighbourhood I saw three Os- 
triches approaching the river very cautiously: 
the plain being open prevented me getting a 
shot. 

The swiftest horse can rarely overtake 
them. Occasionally, after continued pursuit 
for many miles, they are run down. When 
closely pursued or wounded, the Ostrich has 
.been known, with a kick of the foot or a blow 
from the wing, to break a man's arm. More 
females are seen than males. Two or three 
hens lay their eggs in one nest, which is con- 
structed by scratching a small hollow in the 
plain, sufficiently large to contain the eggs. 
Each bird lays from ten to fifteen, and proba- 
bly not more than twenty-five are sat upon ; the 
remainder are placed on one side, to feed the 
young. The female during the process of 
incubation sits during the day, and the male 
bird at night, supposed to be on account of its 
superior strength in repelling any attack that 
might be made by any wild animals on the 
eggs or newly hatched young. The Jackal 
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is known to be one of their greatestenemieSiand 
will devour the eggs with remarkable avidity. 

The period of incubation, the natives say, 
is from thirty to thirty-five days. The birds 
are not on the nest continually, as the heat of 
the sun during the day is sufficient to keep up 
the necessary warmth. 

One Ostrich egg is equal to twenty-two 
common ben eggs, and are excellent eating if 
cooked in the following manner, which I have 
done on many occasions :— Make a small hole 
at one end of the egg, place the other in hot 
ashes, add sufficient pepper and salt, and at the 
same time stir the whole with a spoon or stick 
till done sufficient 

If the bird discovers that its eggs have 
been disturbed by man, it will often break 
them and not return agaia. The instinct of 
the Ostrich apparently enables it to distin- 
guish the touch of man from that of animals. 

In some parts of Africa, the Ostrich may 
be seen in company with Zebras, Springboc, 
Wildebeest, or Ghioos, &c. 

The Ostrich is very cunning, and ever on 
the alert. Should it be seen where there is 
a quantity of brushwood or ant-hiUs, if a 
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person hides himself behind either of these, 
in order to creep nearer, directly you are out 
of sight, as though the intention of the pursuer 
was known, it will immediately start off 
across the plain. 

An ingenious mode of capturing this bird 
is practised by the Bushmen, He dresses 
himself in a skin of the Ostrich, stalks about, 
imitating their movements, till he gets within 
range, and directs a poisoned arrow generally 
with unerring aim. Directly the blow is felt, 
it instantly takes to flight ; the poison begins 
to take effect after running one or two miles, 
when it gradually sinks and expires. The 
Bushman in pursuit comes up and secures his 
prey. The arrows are about two feet long, 
made from reeds, with a sharp bone head 
or ivory ; others have a piece of pointed iron 
thoroughly poisoned. The poison is obtained 
from the juice of poisonous herbs and roots, 
and the natives assert that they also procure 
it from the jaws of poisonous Snakes. 

The bow is from three to four feet 
long, and twisted sinews of the Antelope 
answer admirably well the purpose of a 
string. 
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OccaBionally, when a Bushman discovers 
an Ostrich's nest, during the period of incuba- 
tion uid the old birds' absence, he will place 
himself on the nest, dressed in the ukin of an 
Ostrich, whichdisarms suspicion. On their re- 
turn he generally manges to secure one ormore. 

The scenery for some distance on both 
sides of the river is very romantic and pic- 
turesque. I shot a qouitity of Ducks and 
Egyptifm Geese which were very numerous, 
also a Buck called the Whistling Duck. 
Mosquitoes and Midges were very abundant, 
especially in the marshes and where reeds 
abounded, causing restless and sleepless nights. 
Our tent would have screened us &om oar 
tormentors, but it was rarely put up except 
during nuny weather. 

We left the Vaal River on the l9th of 
September, and arrived at Golesberg on the 
18th of October. In ordinary travelling, this 
would be an average journey of twelve days. 
We took a circuitous route, and a drought 
prevailed at the time. On coming to water 
we halted for a few days. Four of our oxen 
were lost, arising irom bad water and want of 
grass. The skeletons of various species of 
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Antelope, and especially the Sprmgboc, lay 
bleaching in the snn. A disease, called by 
the Boers " brunt aickta," or burnt sickness, 
(the animals thus afflicted having the ap- 
pearance of being burnt,) sometimes breaks 
out and makes sad havoc amongst them. 
The bones of thousands may be seen scattered 
over the plains. Farmers' stock also suffer 
much from this disease. 

One evening on the way, in waiting lei- 
Borely along, I observed a pack of wild dogs 
or Marbled Lycaon (Lycaon Venatica) twenty 
in number. At first they appeared afraid and 
retreated towards the mountains. On my 
approach, they paused and turned round, 
looking at me. I fired at a distance of two 
to three hundred yards, which had no effect. 
A second time I fired, they stood, apparently 
determined not to be scared. I approached 
forty paces nearer ; they put on a bolder face, 
making a peculiar chattering noise, easily 
distinguished from that of the Hyena. Having 
no dogs with me, and alone, I deemed it 
prudent to retire. In case of attack, I should 
have stood no chance whatever ; two or three 
might have been shot, while the remainder 
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would have speedily overpowered me. This 
is the Wilde-honden of the Datch. In its 
outward appearance it resembles the Hyena, 
but taller, longer in the body, and more 
slightly built Their disposition is of a fierce, 
wild, and treacherous nature. It hunts in 
large packs, from twenty to one hundred, 
principally at night, but occasionally in the 
day. It is BO fleet, and its powers of endurance 
so strong, that few animals pursued can 
escape, llie fur is of a sandy colour, inter- 
mixed with black spots. Buffalos, and the 
largest kinds of Antelopes, are run down and 
immediately surrounded, torn to pieces in a 
few minutes, and devoured. 

In the districts bordering on the Colony, 
these animals cause great destruction among 
sheep. The numbers that are killed and 
wounded, when a pack of dogs come upon a 
defenceless fiock, is increditable. Their hiding 
places are principally in the mountains ; the 
females bring forth their young in large 
holes made in the sterile plain. I shot one 
about half grown on horseback, coming out 
of a hole, and left it on the plain ; part of the 
skull was blown away. 
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When outspanned for the night, our dogs 
started an Aard Wolf (Froteles Lalandii) from 
the long grass, pursued it and brought it to 
bay. I went up and killed it with blows 
from a thick stick ; several of the dogs were 
badly bitten. 

The Aard Wolf is rarely to be met with ; 
this was the first I had seen during my 
journey. It is inferior in size to the Hyena ; 
the hind quarters are low and trailing. It 
is very shy and timid, with nocturnal habits. 
The fur is soft and woolly, of a light brown 
colour, with four or five black stripes dis- 
tinctly marked down the sides; and along 
the back and neck there is a mane, the hair 
of which is five or six inches long; when 
irritated the hair is erected, which gives them a 
very fierce aspect. The tail is moderately 
long and bushy. It feeds on carrion and 
small animals; during the day it conceals 
itself in burrows in the earth, which are 
made near each other; and several occupy 
the same hole in this Bubterraneous cham- 
ber. There are several outlets, from which 
all can escape in time of danger. The head 
bears a close resemblance to that of the Wolf. 
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On one occasion a Hyena was started from 
the side of a mountain ; he made off, and was 
soon overtaken. Two dogs seized him on the 
hind quarters, and were dragged for a distance 
of a mile ; myself and a Hottentot after them 
on foot. The Hyena succeeded in shaking 
the dogs off, and made his escape across the 
moontains. I was surprised on the retmn 
of the dogs, to find them only slightly bitten. 
The Hyena will rarely attack man. When- 
ever I have started these animals, they 
invariably make off in a skidking manner. 
The largest I ever saw was a spotted one, 
while pursuing some Guinea fowl up the hill 
side, near the Modder River. When I fired 
my gun at the birds, this Hyena rushed out 
from between the rough and scraggy rocks, 
somewhat startling me. He at once turned 
round to ascertain who was intruding upon 
his domains, and at my appearance imme- 
diately made off; I fired, but missed. It 
was almost entirely grey with age. 

Baboons, or Chacma, (Cynocephalus Por- 
carius,) are very abundant in the mountain 
districts of the Colony. In winding round 
the base of a mountain, I sudd^y came upon 
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a troop engaged in pulling up bulbous roots. 
On catching aight of me they instantly ran 
up the mountain side; I soon overtook 
them, being on horseback. The old ones 
turned rotmd grinning for a moment or 
two, then o£f again. I could have shot 
several, but as they were useless just at 
the present time I did not do so. The 
young ones clung to their mothers, while the 
old ones brought up the rear. After getting 
some distance on the flat I turned round, 
saw and heard them howling and chattering 
on the top of a projecting rock, doubtless well 
pleased at my departure. 

Great depredations are committed by 
these mischievous creatures on the cultivated 
fields of the farmers. When pursued they 
flee to the mountains, ascending its rocky 
heights with astonishing rapidity. It is 
creditably reported, that the Baboons throw 
or roll stones from the overhanging rocks at 
travellers pursuing their way through the 
mountain passes. 

This popular notion I believe has arisen 
from the Baboons scrambling up in a hurry 
when unexpectedly and suddenly disturbed, 
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among the loose rocks and stones whicli 
come tumbling down. This animal is known 
also as the Dog-faced Baboon, being nearly 
equal in size, when full grown, to a Newfound- 
land dog. 

At Coleaberg I parted from Woodward. 
The journey had not been a very successful 
one, owing to the numerous losses sustained, 
and our inability to procure guides to the 
Bakatla country, where our goods could have 
been disposed of to much greater advantage. 
I procured a good number of specimens of 
birds, and a few animals, but not to such an 
extent, nor so great a variety, as I had antici- 
pated. 
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"While at Colesberg I was introduced to Mr. 
S. Edwards, son of the Rev. R. Edwards, 
missionary belonging to the London Mission- 
ary Society, stationed at Mabotsa. Mr. .S 
Edwards was shortly about to proceed up in 
the interior as far as Lake Ngami. He had 
been there during the previous year, conse- 
quently was somewhat acquainted with the 
route. Mr. Edwards was bom in Africa, and 
could speak the Bechuana and Dutch lan- 
guages with great fluency ; which was a great 
advantage in passing through the various 
tribes. He stated that I should be able to 
obtain a good collection of birds, &c., by pro- 
ceeding to the Lake. I deemed this a favour- 
able opportunity, and after making the neces- 
sary arrangements, determined to proceed with 
him. 

My specimens of birds and animals, pro- 
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cured during the previous journey, were left 
at CJolesberg. 

Mr. Edwards and myself left Colesberg on 
October 26, 1850, crossed the Orange River at 
two o'clock on the following morning, and ar- 
rived at PhillipoUs on the 28th, where we re- 
mained till November 4th, in order to have 
some neccBsary repairs to the waggon executed. 

The Colony was in a state of alarm and 
excitement, an outbreak of the Kaffirs against 
the British Grovemment was daily expected. 
Uost of the Kaffir and Hottentot servants had 
already left their employers, in order to take 
part in the coming struggle, having been in- 
duced to do so by their respective chiefs. We 
hope ourselves to be soon far from the noise 
and bustle of the Colony, in the wild woods 



On the 7th we arrived at Sandy's Port, a 
new Dutch town, and left the same night, 
reaching the Keit River on the 9th. The bot- 
tom of the drift or ford for crossing was very 
uneven, and the water rather high. The oxen 
came to a stand in the river, but with the aid 
of the long whips of some Dutch farmers 
located on the banks, we were enabled to reach 
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the opposite side. We inspanned at sunset, 
and trekked all night to the next water. After 
giving our oxen drink we inspanned and 
arrived at the Modder River at mid-day. The 
river was crossed with little difficulty. No 
rain had fallen for many weeks; there was not 
a blade of grass to be seen, all was dried and 
parched up. The remains of a number of 
oxen that had perished from the prevailing 
drought were lying about in the vicinity of 
the river. 

Great anxiety was felt to reach the Vaal 
Biver, knowing that at this season of the year, 
heavy rains fall, which makes it extremely 
dangerous in crossing this and the Orange 
Biver. We arrived on the 14th, and were glad 
to find the river was not yet flooded. 

At sun-set the opposite side was reached 
in safety. 

Heavy rains take place further north, 
which overflows the river. It comes off sud- 
denly, and rushes down the bed like an over- 
whelming mighty torrent, with a roar resem- 
bling thunder, sweeping away everything that 
impedes its progress. 

Cases have been related to me in which 
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the whole of the occupants, oxen, and waggon, 
have "been carried away while crossing. 

When the rivers are full, lai^ rough boats 
are hired to cross, principally from the Dutch 
residing at the fords, for which a fee of fifteen 
to twenty shillings is charged. 

There is fine Reitboc shooting in this 
neighboiu-hood. "We did not however go 
hunting, because of our anxiety to push on. 

Our departure from the river took place 
on the 16th, and it was deemed advisable to go 
half-a-day's journey out of the ordinary track, 
in order to avoid the Coranna chief, Kirt Lynx, 
who was said to have had a skirmish with the 
British troops. Itwas reported that the English 
had taken 1,000 head of cattle, and ten waggons 
from this tribe. I purchased a horse from the 
chief about three mouths previous. At that 
time he exhibited great friendship towards me, 
but owing to recent circimiBtances that had oc- 
curred, I doubted whether the same friendly 
feeling would have been manifested. 

On the 19th we crossed the Hart River, 
and halted for two days in order to rest the 
oxen. 

We amused oarselves by shooting ducks. 
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geeee, Ac, which were very plentiful, in good 
condition, and fine eating. Proceeding along 
this part of the country, the grass became 
much more ahundant. 

Inspanned on the 2l8t, and left the river. 
Mr. E. possessing a good knowledge of the 
country, the ordinary track was left for a 
nearer route more to the westward. 

The next morning we anived at a Bechu- 
ana outpost. The people furnished us with a 
good sapply of Ostrich eggs and milk, for which 
we made presents of a few beads and a little 
copper wire. 

Our journey was resumed the following 
day. The course lay across some rough and 
crag^ mountains, which caused much labour 
and trouble. Surmounting these difSculties, 
our course lay through a flat and open country, 
with plenty of grass but little water. Little 
game was to be foimd here, which is a sure 
sign of scarcity of water. 

On the 24th we reached a fountain, with 
a good supply of water, near a salt-pan. Foot- 
prints of large quantities of game, that came 
to the fountain to drink, were observed. 

Shortly after leaving the water, we got 
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into a path leading to Siglagolaj, a Bechuana 
town. In proceeding, the country became 
thickly Btudded with large trees and low hush. 
We travelled all night and arrived the next 
day at Siglagolay. 

The chief visited us at the waggon, sent for 
native beer and millc One of his stories was, 
that since he had seen Mr. E. on his previous 
journey passing through to the Colony, his men 
had killed ten Lions, with the loss of one man 
killed only, and several wounded. Lions are 
very numerous in this district, and make sad 
havoc among the cattle at the outposts. 

The chief of Siglagolay appeared to be a 
sensible and kind hearted man. We took 
leave of him on the morning of the 26th ; our 
path lay through a thick forest. Afl^r travel- 
ling all day we encamped underneath the 
shades of lihe forest trees. During the night 
Lions were roaring and prowling about. Wood 
being plentiful, three or four large fires were 
kept up, which had the effect of soaring them 
away. 

At day-break next morning we inspanned. 
At mid-day I caught sight of a beautiliil bird, 
the Swallow-tailed Roller, (Goracias Gaudata). 
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This being the first of the kind I had seen, I 
left the waggon with my gun and went after 
it. One shot was fired as it flew over, which 
missed ; T reloaded and followed a short dis- 
tance, and had not gone far into the wood 
before I lost eight of the waggon. T ran in 
the direction in which I had last seen it, bat it 
was gone, and in what direction to find the 
path I knew not. There was only one narrow 
path, taking a zig-zag course. I climbed up 
into a lofty tree, hoping to catch a glimpse of 
the waggon or any other object that would in- 
dicate the course I should take. At a distance 
I observed something moving in the forest, 
which had the appearance of oxen ; Z hastily 
descended the tree, ran in that direction, and 
was sadly disappointed to find it was a troop 
of Wildebeeste. My alarm was very great, 
being alone, and knowing that Lions were nu- 
merous ; a troop might come upon me any mo- 
ment. I set off in a north-west direction, that 
being the nearest course I could calculate the 
waggon was going. For two or three hoars 
I ran under a burning sun, the perspiration 
copiously flowing from my body, and my 
mouth parched with thirst. The poor dog 
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that accompanied me began to show symptoms 
of exhaustion, running first under the shade of 
one bush and then another. I sat down for a 
few moments to collect my thoughts, and de- 
termine what was to be done. I decided to 
pursue the same course, and continued going 
forward till late in the afternoon; my dog 
was missing. On going back I foxmd him lying 
down, panting under a tree. All endeavours 
to try and get him to follow me were fruitless, 
he was completely exhausted. I patted him 
on the head, left him to his fate, and never 
saw him again. A deeper feeling of loneliness 
came over me. Thoughts occurred to my mind 
of the probability of my sharing the same fate 
as my unfortunate dog, which doubtless was 
devoured the same night by some Lion or other 
beast of prey. 

My thirst had become intense ; I would 
have given all I possessed for a pint of water 
from the beautiful fountain recently passed, to 
cool my parched mouth, or to find the waggon 
path. Everything in the world sank into 
insignificance in comparison witb my desire to 
obtain relief. 

A little before dusk, a tree of large 
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dimenaioDS was seen, which I selected to paw 
the night in, and was approaching near when 
I observed something move amongst the trees 
several times, and ran towards the spot, being 
determined not to lose sight of it With min- 
gled feelings of astonishment and pleasure I 
found it was a Bushman. His consternation 
and surprisewere great, andmauifested feelings 
of alarm and terror. A case of poisoned arrows 
and a few assfugb were in his possession. 

I seated myself on the ground, to show 
that I had no hostile feelings towards him, 
called out in the native language and beckoned 
for him to come near, which he did, though re- 
luctantly. It was a di£Scult matter to make 
him tmderstand where I wanted to go. I 
marked out on the sand the town of Siglagolay^ 
and the Bushman village at the next Station 
where the waggon would stop. He consented 
to act in the capacity of guide to this village, 
if I would give him my powder flask. This I 
readily assented to. I asked him where the 
water was, he said "Kioh 1 Kioh 1" (no water.) 
From his skin bag he took some honey, and 
roots shaped something like a potato, contain- 
ing a considerable quantity of moisture, 
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and gave to me, from which I felt much 
relief. 

We started off, although not quite dark ; 
the Lions and other animals had already hegan 
their nightly rounds, and their terrible roaring 
reverberated through the forest. Fortunately 
we got through the forest without being 
molested, and at midnight arrived at the 
village where the waj^on was found. 

Mr. Edwards had despatched twelve Bush- 
men in search of me, and stated that he had 
fired off shots at intervals all the afternoon. I 
did not hear a single shot from any quarter. I 
also fired till my ammunition was exhausted, 
in hopes of the shots being returned. Mr. E. 
had not heard one of mine. It was with in- 
describable pleasure we saw each other again. 
This incident shows how easily a person may 
be lost in a forest or woody part of the 
country. Had I not have had the good fortune 
to meet with the Bu8hman,it is extremely prob- 
ablethatlshouldhave perished from thirstfhnn- 
ger, or have been devoured by beasts of prey. 

Late that afternoon when lost in the 
forest, I came suddenly upon a small troop 
of Gemsboc, or Oryx, lying down on the 
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grass, pai'tially shaded by the forest trees; 
on perceiving me, they at once stood up, 
but did not appear at all alarmed or 
frightened, at which I was somewhat as- 
tonished from the reports of them as being 
remarkably shy and wild. 

All my ammunition was expended, and 
they were perfectly useless to me under the 
distressing circumstances in which I was 
placed. On approaching to within a short 
distance they trotted off; although half wild 
with thirst, I stood for a moment or two 
admiring their beauty. 

This is the animal that is supposed to 
have given rise to the fable of the Unicom, 
and is tlie most beautiful of all the species 
of Antelopes. It stands about four feet high, 
possesses an erect mane, long black tail, and 
has much the appearance of a fine bred pony, 
with the head and hoof of the Antelope. 

The beautiful black bands that adorn its 
head, and the peculiar markings of the thighs 
and rump, impart to it an exceedingly 
pleasing and pretty appearance. The boms 
are upwards of three feet in length, sharply 
pointed; those of the female are the same 
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length, though not quite so thick, and placed 
80 close and opposite each other, that looking 
at them sideways gives the appearance of 
one horn only. These horns are formidable 
weapons of defence, and have heen known 
to overpower the Lion; if the grip of the 
Lion be not deadly, the Oryx thrusts its 
horns back, piercing the Lion with serious 
wounds. Instances have been related to me 
by the natives, of both having perished in 
deadly combat, and dieir dead bodies fo\md 
on the same spot. 

We left the village next morning, and 
arrived at night at a small Griqua village, 
in the thick of the wood. In this forest 
country so beautifully adorned by nature, 
were to be found Camel-leopards or Giraffes, 
Khinoceros', Buffalo's, and numerous kinds 
of other smaller game. The former are so 
much hunted by the natives that they are 
very wild ; good horses are required in 
order to be successful in shooting the larger 
animals. 

When sitdng by the fire one evening, 
a black Rhinoccroa came within thirty 
yards of the waggon, snorting and rushing 
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past. This Rhinoceros is much more 
dangerous than what is called the white 
Rhinoceros, (Rhinoceros Simus) ; the for- 
mer will oflen attack man without any 
provocation. 

November 29th. — ^About ten o'cjock this 
morning, in passing through an exceedingly 
thick part of the forest and long grass, I was 
seated on the waggon box, and Mr. £. lying 
down in the waggon, when four young Lions, 
about half-grown, sprang out from the bushes ; 
I took down my gtm, leaped &om the 
waggon, and ran after them to get a near 
shot After going thirty yards, two old 
Lions started from the same bash, which 
startled me for a moment. One of them 
went in the direction of the young ones, a 
few paces, then hesitated, and went on again. 
The other came bounding with rapid strides — 
head and tail up — after me; I fired as she 
came on, the bullet passed through the fleshy 
part of the side of the skull, which increased 
her rage. She had nearly caught me within 
a few yards; Mr. E. had got up, standing 
upon the fore chest of the waggon, and fired 
over my head, giving her a lucky shot under 



by Google 



by Google 



by Google 



UONESS SBOT. 105 

the fore part of the belly. She fell, but did 
not appear to be mortally wounded. All 
the dogs rushed upon the Lioness ; she raised 
herself, and before we could give her another 
shot seized one of them across the back, 
crushing it. The blood spurted out from the 
dog's mouth ; it crawled a few paces, and I 
put a bullet through its head to end its 
misery. The natives ran away ; I ran up to 
the Lioness, giving her a shot behind the 
shoulder ; the ball passed through and came 
out the other side ; she then began to exhibit 
^rmptoms of weatness and exhaustion. In 
a moment she suddenly lifted her paw, 
striking a dog, making an incision that I 
could lay my fingers in. Two more shots 
were fired, when she expired. The natives 
took the fat from the inside of the Lioness, 
and a portion of the flesh for food. I ate a 
little when cooked, from curiosity *, it tasted 
something like inferior veal. The dogs 
fought bravely. I took the skin o£f and 
preserved the head ;* Mr. E, got the natives 
to tan the skin, which was made into gun 

* Thia hsad I Iutb in my poweasion xt Uie pnaant time. 
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rags. Serious consequences to myself would 
undoubtedly have occurred, had she not have 
received the shot from Mr. E. that stopped 
her headlong course while pursning me. 

This incident proves the fact of Lions 
going sometimes in families, and exhibits 
their cunning towards the young ; when 
disturbed, the young are sent out in an 
opposite direction to that from whence the 
danger is supposed to proceed, while one or 
more of the old ones remain to face the 
danger of whatever kirtd it may be. 

An impression bad been formed in my 
mind from reading books of travel, and reports 
of the Lion, that there were two or three 
varieties of the South African species. From 
personal observation I believe the difference 
that is to be found, arises frx}m the several 
stages of its growth. I have had skins, and 
seen them alive in the forest wilds. Those 
of a yellowish brown or grayish colour, and 
shortish hair, have invariably been old ones. 
The Lions with long, shaggy, and black 
mane, are middle-aged, in the prime of life. 
Young ones that are not fall grown, and 
the mane not fully developed, the colour is 
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similar to the old ones, with this difference, 
there is not so moch of the grayish hue. In 
the various Museums, I think similar errors 
liave been made in the classification of hirds 
that were undergoing the different changes 
in their plumage; for instance, in Honduras 
I have seen the Eed-backed Taniger of a 
light brown colour, change to a velvet black 
body, with a red patch on the back. Many 
persons seeing these birds in both stages, 
would certainly classify them as a different 
variety of the same species, whereas they are 
precisely the same kind of bird. This is only 
one case out of many others that have come 
under my notice. The views of Dr. Blythe, 
and Mr. Waterton, coincide with mine in this 
matter. Owing to the increased facilities for 
the importation of foreign birds to this 
country, much greater accuracy is ensured. 

December 1st, — We arrived at another 
Griqua village, and met an English trader. It 
was with pleasure I met a fellow-countryman. 
Dancing and singing were kept up till a late 
hour of the night ; our voices echoed through 
the forests, and formed a stiiking contrast to 
the roar of the Lions and the cry of Jackals. 
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A number of various birds tbat I had not 
seen in the Colony were sbot 

After trekking throagh tbe thick wood, 
deep sand, and winding ronnd the Kolobeng 
mountains, we reached Kolobeng on the 4th 
December. This is the farthest mission station 
in the interior. 

Kolobeng is situated in 25° south latitude, 
26° east longitude, 550 to 600 miles from 
Golesberg, and about 900 £x>m Algoa Bay or 
Port Elizabeth. 

The town stands on a slightly elevated 
position, and the mission house at a short dis- 
tance on a little rising ground, in immediate 
proximity to the ^ver Kolobeng, or the Biver 
of Wild Boars (Phacochaerus hipicus), Valke- 
Yark of the Cape, so called from the number 
of wild Boars that frequented this river many 
years ago. Now they are rarely to be met 
with ; I only saw one during the whole time I 
was in the country ; that was near the Vaal 
Biver, and was started from a swamp full of 
rank grass and reeds. I pursued it for some 
distance, but it managed to escape. 

Dr. Livingstone is the missionary at this 
station, representing the London Miasion^y 
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Society. On our arrival he was absent in the 
Colony. The native teachers conducted the 
various services and school during his ab- 
sence. 

Two days after our arrival, the chiefs came 
down and informed us, that an Englishman 
had been robbed by three Dutch Boers at the 
Griqua village recently passed by us. It 
tamed out to be the Englishman we had been 
in company with, a few nights previous. 
Everything in his waggon, and the cattle, 
were taken from him. He fought with his 
foes upwards of half-an-honr. The gun was 
taken down, and he was in the act of pulling 
the trigger, when one of the Boers caught hold 
of the barrel of the gun, wrenched it from 
him, and threw him down. Two of them held 
him to the ground, while the third ransacked 
the waggon. We heard afterwards that they 
left him a few oxen and his waggon, with 
which he started off back to the Colony. 

The Boers would not have rentnred to 
make the attack, had it been at the time we 
were with him. They are rather cowardly 
unless superior in numbers. Threats have 
been made by them to take all Englishmen 
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caught over the Vaal River, this being the 
boundary of the Engliah sovereignty. 

Sechele is the name of the paramount chief, 
of the Bakwain tribe, and is a smart intelli- 
gent fellow, stands six feet high, with a black 
complexion. He is very partial to English- 
men, and desires his country to be free to all. 
The Boers have repeatedly sent threatening 
letters to Sechele, to the effect that if all 
Englishmen passing through his territory 
were not given up, war would be made upon 
him, and his cattle taken away. 

The chief sent a message by the bearer 
of the letters, stating that he would do no such 
thing, and thathe was not afraid of what the 
Boers could do. Before submitting to be the 
Boers' dogs, like some tribes had done, he 
would die in defence of the freedom of the 
tribe. 

On the receipt of Sechele'a impertinent 
and insolent message, so termed, the Boers 
sent word to say that they should come and 
attack him. 

A letter was received from the Rev. R. 
Edwards, Missionary at Mabotsa station, 
on the 16th, advising us to get away soon 
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as possible, as the Boers might arrive the 
same evening with orders to take the town. 

All was bustle and confusion. Sechele 
sent for his cattle and men from the outposts. 
The natives were making every preparation 
for the anticipated attack, by burnishing up 
their guns, sharpening the battle-axes and 
assaigis. Sechele expressed bis determina- 
tion to oppose the Boers with all the resources 
at his command. The same evening, a large 
portion of our goods, guns, ammunition, &c., 
was buried, and the following morning we 
started off into the woods. At the expiration 
of three days, the chief sent word that the 
Boers bad not made the threatened attack, 
consequently, we returned to the town. 

A Mr. Wilson, who had been with Living- 
stone, Murray, and Oswell, to Lake Ngami 
when it was first discovered, was staying at 
Kolobeng. He had the fever there very 
badly, but was now recovering, and purposed 
going to the lake again in April. 

December 20th. — ^This morning Sechele 
received another despatch from the head- 
quarters of the Boers, wishing him to come 
over, and sign a treaty of peace and friend- 
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ship. Two of the principal provisions were, 
to give up all Englishmen, and supply the 
Boers with men to labour, gratuitously, when- 
ever required, Sechele replied that Ke would 
not come over, for they were no friends of his. 
The cattle had been sent back to the out-poats ; 
on the receipt of this intelligence, they were 
again recalled, and a second preparation made. 
I said to my friend Wilson, we must deter- 
mine now what course to pursue. There 
were two courses open, one to stay and share 
the same fate as the tribe, the other to go 
away into the woods till matters were more 
settled. Of course if we remain, it would be 
necessary to black ourselves and pass as 
natives, otherwise we should be the very first 
to be picked off. Mr. W. expressed an opinion, 
that the circumstances did not demand oar 
presence, at the risk of being killed or 
wounded, especially as there was no one to 
whom appeal could be made for redress; 
adding the remark, I will do as you like. 
The decision eventuiflly arrived at was, that 
the most prudent course to adopt would be, to 
retire jrom the town and go into the forest, 
which we did the following morning. The 
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first day in the forest I rode after a troop of 
Giraffes. The horse was a very spirited onej 
and I anticipated being able to overtake them, 
without the aid of spur or whip. After run- 
ning more than a mile, and the ground being 
unfavorable, the nearest distance I could ap- 
proach was about 150 yards. I fired at a large 
bull that brought up the rear, with apparently 
little effect. They speedily disappeared, and I 
returned to the waggon. 

Tiie next day one of our men killed a fine 
bull with a few shots. The bloody spoor made 
by the wounded animal was tracked, and it 
fell near a pool of water. The waggon was 
taken to the spot and nearly all the flesh cut 
up in pieces ; a portion of which was dried, 
and the remainder distributed among the native 
followers and our dogs. The flesh of the cow 
is of an excellent flavour, while that of the 
bull is scarcely eatable to Europeans, and has an 
unpleasant odour. It measured nineteen feet 
four inches from the tip of the nose to the 
fore feet, as it lay stretched out. The natives 
declared it was the largest they had ever seen. 
I preserved the head and one of the fore legs. 

The same night, a large troop of Hyenas 



by Google 



lU POTOREUS AND SECHELE. 

and Jackals came howlmg and barking around 
the spot, where the remains of the Giraffe were 
left. I had a small vial of strychnine in stock, 
obtained from a Dutch farmer in the Colony. 
A small quantity was placed on a piece of 
flesh, and laid as a trap. In the morning I 
found two Hyenas dead. One lay close to 
the place where the meat had been eaten, and 
the other about fifty yards off. During the 
night, I heard cries from a Hyena, apparently 
in great distress. This I attributed to the 
pain caused by the strychnine. 

Two black and white Crows that had par- 
taken of the blood vomited by the Hyena, 
were found dead on the spot. The precaution 
was taken to fasten up all the dogs during the 
night. 

We returned to the town about the 28th, 
and were informed that Potoreus, the chief 
of the Boers, had given orders to keep the 
peace with Sechele. I prestmie he was afraid 
that the Colonial Government would take the 
matter up ; then he would run a great risk of 
losing his head, for which £1,000 had already 
been offered. Just now everything seemed 
going on pretty quietly. 
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Had these Dutch Boers the Kaffirs of .the 
Colony to deal with, they would not have 
made such insolent and lawless requests. The 
Bechuana tribes are not so warlike a race 
of men as the Colonial Kaffirs, neither 
have they that confidence in each other, 
to unite and combine together, in order to 
oppose any tyrannical or oppressive demands 
that may he made upon them. Some of the 
weaker tribes — where Europeans have not 
traded, as a necessary consequence, the means 
of defence are very limited, and few guns or 
ammunition are to be found — such as the 
Bakatla, several sections of the Bak- 
wains and other tribes ; these are compelled 
to submit to the arbitrary demands of the 
Dutch Boers, for the supply of men for la- 
bour at any time without payment. 

Some time after my departure, the long 
threatened attack by the Boers upon Sechele, 
was carried into execution ; as the following 
translated letter, sent by Sechele to the Rev. 
R. Moffatt, will prove. 

" Friend of m; heart's love, and of all the confidence 
of toy heart, I am Sechele. I am undone h; the Boen 
who attacked me, though I had no guilt with them. They 
demanded that I should be iu their kingdom, and I 
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refused. They demanded that I should prevent the 
£iiglish and Griquas from passing (north wardx). I 
replied, these are my friends, and I can prevent 
no one (of them), lliey came on Saturday, and I 
besought them not to fight on Sunday, and they assented. 
They began on Monday morning at twilight, and fired 
with all their might, and burned the town with fire and 
scattered us. They killed sixty of my people, and captured 
women, and children, and men ; and the mother of Bale- 
riling (the former wife of Sechele) they also took prisoner. 
They took all the cattle, and all the goods of Bakwaiua, 
and the house of Livingstone they plundered, taking away 
all his goods. The number of waggons they had was 
eighty-five, and a cannon; and after they had stolen my 
own waggon, and that of Macabe, then the niunber of their 
waggons, counting the cannon as one, was eighty-eight. 
All the goods of the hunters, certain English gentlemen 
hunting and exploring in the north, were burned in tha 
town, and of the Boera were killed twenty-eight. Yes, mj 
beloved Mend, now my wife goes to see the children. 
KobuB Hae will convey her to you. 

" I am, Sechele, 

"The Son of Mocboasele." 

Occasionally I engaged Isaac, a Bechuana, 
and Gordon Cumming's old interpreter, to 
accompany me during my hunting excurBions 
in the mountainoas districts around Kolobeng. 
I was anxious to obtain a specimen of the Bas- 
tard Gemsboc {Antelope Lencophtea) or Roan 
Antelope, also known as the Blauwboc. There 
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is also another species of Antelope, very 
diminutive in size, called the Blauwboc. The 
former animal's horns are two feet in length, 
cui*ved backward, and marked with about thirty 
conspicuous annulations. The colour is of a 
roan or reddish white, with muzzle nearly 
white, and ears long and pointed. Itstandsabout 
five feet high. The females have no horns. 

I spent several days in the mountains, 
and came across their track on several occa- 
sions, but they were so wild I could not get 
within range. Previous to my leaving Kolo- 
beng, Dr. Livingstone made me a present of 
a fine specimen of the head of this rare 
Antelope, which he had in his possession. 

In my rambles, I saw several Klip- 
springers, Jerboas, (Helamys Capensis,) Ba- 
boons, Green Parrots, and many other birds 
that I had not seen in the Colony. Finding 
there was no prospect of shooting the Roan 
Antelope, I withdrew the charge from one 
barrel and loaded with shot, reserving the 
other barrel with ball in case of meeting with 
any large animals. I shot a number of birds, 
two species of Shrikes, a pair of small 
Spotted Owls, and several small Squirrels. 
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In these moTintains I also saw the Dassi, 
(Hyrax Capensis,) or Rock Rabbit of 
the Cape. They were in small groups of 
three or four, instead of eighteen or twenly as 
in the Colony. 

The Klip-springers are very timid and 
shy. It greatly resembles the common Roe in 
colour and appearance, but much smaller. 
The hair is more wiry and stiff than that of 
most Antelopes. Its favourite haunts are 
among the craggy precipices and overhanging 
rocks, from which it bounds with surprising 
agility when danger is near. The hoofe are 
short in comparison with other Antelopes, 
in proportion to the size, and well adapt- 
ed for its roaming mountain life. The 
hair appears to be very loose in the skin. 
When in the Colony, I shot one standing on 
a projecting rock. It fell a distance of twenty 
feet. On going up to it, I was surprised to 
find the hair nearly all knocked off by the fall. 

During my stay in Kolobeng I collected 
a good number of birds, amongst others the 
Long-tailed Roller, (Coracias Candata,) a bird 
of the most brilliant plumage, and very com- 
mon in this district, always resorting to that 
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part of the forest where the trees attain their 
greatest growth. It is constantly making 
short flights up in the air, and darting down 
again, catching insects upon which it feeds, 
together with berries. 

Ittumsanumber of somersaults in the air ; 
and its beautiful plumage comingin contact with 
the rays of the sun, dazzles the sight and gives 
it the most gorgeous appearance. Its length 
is about thirteen inches, with head, neck, 
breast, and belly of various shades of blue, 
changing to a purplish green ; the shoulders 
blue, and the back of a reddish brown. The 
tail feathers are of a p&leish blue, the outer 
ones tipped with black. The two outer tail 
feathers are much longer than the others, and 
forked, similar to the Swallow, A:om which 
it ia also known as the Swallow-tailed Roller ; 
and I believe surpasses the Australian and 
Senegal Roller in the brilliancy of its plumage. 

This is the first occasion on which I had 
seen the Red-breasted Shrike in this district. 
It ia generally seen associating two or three 
together, and frequently alone, in the midst 
of a wait-a-bit-thom, or some other bush 
still thicker. When discovei-ed, it endeavours 
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to avoid being seen, by cunningly liitling 
itself in the densest part of the brambles, 
I shot more than a dozen, all in the bush, and 
on this account many were badly shot for 
specimens. They are very quick in their 
movements, and when pursued closely, 
will escape by the other side of the bush to 
an adjoining one, uttering a peculiar chir- 
ruping noise. I have had to cut my way 
into a bush of wait-a-bit-thoni to procure 
birds shot in this manner, and often returned 
minus a portion of my shirt or pantaloons. 
The name given to the wait-a-bit-thom is 
very expressive and appropriate. In form 
it much resembles a small hook. It is the 
worst kind of bush for tearing anything it 
comes in contact with. When it once hooka 
on to any part of the dress, you must wait-a- 
bit to disentangle it, or if you arc determined 
to pull yourself through, the consequence is 
that the gannent will be torn. 

There is a species of Thrush very com- 
mon here, all white with the exception of 
the wings and tail, which are black. It is 
about the size of our common English Thrush. 
I preserved a number of them, also two kinds 
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of Owls, one of a dark brown, and the other 
of a lightish grey, and several Sun-birda. 
One of these, the Red-breasted Sun-bird, is 
aimilar to that found in the Colony, only of a 
more purplish red on the breast. 

Numbers of wild Ducks and Geese occa- 
sionally come up the Kolobeng River; 
amongst them, a rare species of the latter, 
distinguished by a large grisly substance, 
extending from the upper mandible to the 
head, and a homy substance at the butt of 
each wing. I shot several, and preserved 
them. ITie body is white; head and neck 
speckled blue and white; with wings of a 
bronze and steel blue colour. 

I spent some time in fishing in the river; 
while thus occupied one evening, the float 
suddenly disappeared. In pulling up the 
rod, it bent to the weight attached to the 
line ; I found it necessary to haul it to the 
bank, and was surprised to find caught by the 
hook,a black Tortoise, about eight inches long. 
After extracting the hook, I let it go into the 
water again. The natives have great objec- 
tion to fish or other living things being taken 
from the water. A superstitious notion 
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prevails, especially among the older inhabi- 
tants, that by doing so the river will dry up. 
In another part of the river in the vicinity of 
the town, I saw a Guana, or Lizard. I 
rushed to the water, got hold of his tail 
before he disappeared, pulled him out, and 
with a thick cudgel killed him. He made 
several attempts to bite me. They are 
generally very timid and make away. I hid 
it in the long grass, not wishing to arouse 
the anger of the natives by taking it to the 
town by day. The same evening at dark, I 
embraced a favourable opportunity to fetch 
it ; however, it was too late ; some Hyena or 
other animal had taken it. This Guana 
measured four feet long, and is not very 
common. 

We remained here till February 7th, 
when young Edwards came over from 
Mabotsa. All of us started o£f into the 
woods, with several attendants, two horses, 
a span of oxen and waggon, on an hunting 
trip for three weeks. The result of our 
gpoit was, one Giraffe, one Zebra, two blue 
Wildebeests or Brindled Gnoos, {Catoblepaa 
Goi^on,) three Pallahs, {Antelope Mellampus,) 
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abundance of FrancoHns, commonly called 
Pheasants, Guinea Fowl, and Ducks. The 
latter were very numerous, especially at the 
pools. 

The Brindled Gnoo meaaures about seven 
feet in length, and has a long switching tail ; 
when aroused by the hunter, it will approach 
a few paces, looking very fierce and savage, 
throwing up its head as if hui'Hng defiance 
at its pursuer. On the sign of hostility from 
the hunter they immediately take to flight; 
after galloping off a few hundred yards, 
they wheel round and suddenly stop, gazing 
wildly, when they again bound off with 
headlong speed across the plain, with their 
long shaggy mane suspended from under the 
neck and flowing in the air. The flesh of 
this animal is very palatable, resembling 
beef. It is not so common as the black 
Gnoo {Catoblepas Gnu). 

The Pallah is very shy, stands about 
three feet high, with horns twenty inches in 
length and coarsely annulated. The colour 
is of a reddish brown, belly white. They 
associate iii herds of from ten to fifteen. The 
females have two teats and are hornless. 
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Their flesh is of a fine flavour and good 
eating. Several heads of the animals sliot I 
preserved. The meat that was not required 
for immediate use was dried for beltongue. 

An ingenious mode of capturing game, 
practised by the natives, is attended with 
considerable success. A pitfall is excavated 
to a depth of ten to twelve feet, and fifteen to 
twenty square ; small branches are laid across 
the pit, and huge trunks of trees at the margin ; 
the whole partially concealed with green rushes 
and grass. Two hedges are formed (called the 
hope) a mile long, and the same distance at the 
extremity, gradually narrowing till it comes 
to the sides of the pit. The tribe in detach- 
ments make a circle of several miles, chasing 
the game within the boundary of the hope. 
When the animals are fairly within the enclo- 
sure the natives shout most vociferously *, this 
increases the fright of the game, and they 
rush up to the narrow end, leap over the 
trunks of the trees, expecting to escape, when 
they are plunged down into the pit .on the 
top of each other. Some are speedily dead, 
others suffocated, while the remainder are 
speared with savage joy by the natives. In 
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tliis manner fifteen to twenty are caugtt at 
once ; sometimes a Lion will be enclosed in 
the hopo with other game; he, however, soon 
perceives that danger is near, and almost 
invariably charges and breaks through the 
ranks of the natives, scattering them in all 
directions. 

These hopes are not so frequent, since 
the introduction of fire-arms into the interior. 
The game is more wild and scattered on 
account of being hunted so much. Fire- 
arms are now generally used by the natives 
in hunting excursions. 

While in the forest at dusk, the Hyenas 
began to howl one evening in the vicinity of 
our camp; one was sneaking behind the 
trunk of a tree, apparently looking about to 
see if there was anything he conld carry off; 
Edwards was the first to get his gun, and 
shot it through the skull, the head being 
just visible. It was not quite dead; our 
Hottentot attendants speedily ended its exis- 
tence with their knobkerries. I cut off the 
head, preserved it, and gave the body to 
some Bushmen that visited our camp during 
the evening. The skin was boou stripped 
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o£F, and pieces placed on the fire for a few 
minutes. They ate as much as they required, 
and appeared to enjoy their supper much ; the 
remainder was cut into shreds and hung in 
the branches to dry. This was the first 
time I had seen or heard of the Bushmen 
eating the Hyena. The flesh is exceedingly 
rank and coarse, owing to its feeding on 
putrid matter. 

During the hunting trip I was one day 
following a troop of Girafies; the path led me 
under the branches of some large trees ; in one 
of these I saw a huge Python, about sixteen 
feet long, twisted round the branches, with 
head upraised. I galloped on under the 
tree, heedless of the danger to which I 
exposed myself. Further on, to the right, a 
Lion was seen skulking away into the bushes. 
The Giraffes led me over very rough and 
uneven ground. After a short chase I gave 
the horse the spur to take a nearer cut; the 
Giraffes took a turn to the right, and I 
started off in a more direct course in order 
to meet them. When passing some large 
bushes, my horse sprang to the right instead 
of the left, and threw me from the saddle 
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to the ground, breaking both cocks from my 
gun ; I had it at half-cock, consequently it 
did not explode — this I always consider the 
safest way. The horse went galloping off; 
our Bushmen soon came upon my track, and 
on seeing my position went after the horse 
and recovered it. I was much shaken and 
bruised by the fall, but soon recovered ; the 
Giraffes disappeared in the thick of the 
forests, and I returned to the waggon much 
disappointed at my ill-luck. 

March 28. — Intelligence was received 
from the Colony, that the Kaffirs were at 
war with the Colonists. Report says, that 
during one engagement, three officers and 
eighty privates were killed. Even here, in 
the Bechuana country, warlike feelings pre- 
vailed. Rumours of war come from nearly 
all quarters. Intelligence has just reached ua 
that Mo8iiikatse,chief of a powerful tribe to the 
eastward, is going to make war with Sechoma, 
the great chief of the Bamangwato, a tribe 
bordering on the great Kaliharri Desert, 
about ten days' journey from Kolonbeng. 

When Mosilikatse was in this part of 
the country, he was looked upon by all the 
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native tribes as tbe "King of Terror." The 
Boers had entered into the Bechuana country 
many years ago, and drove him out far beyond 
the Kaliharri Desert. Since that occurrence, 
the Boers assume the right to govern the ter- 
ritory, and dictate what terms they please to 
the natives, 

A great sensation was caused at Kolobeng, 
by a rumour that Sechoma, chief of the Ba- 
mangwato, had been poisoned by some of his 
own tribe; this, however, proved a false report. 
He had been seriously ill, but was now re- 
covering. 

It does sometimes occur, that the chiefs of 
tribes are assassinated or poisoned by their 
own subjects. Sechele's father, the chief of 
Kolobeng, was cruelly murdered by his own 
people. I believe there is also much cruelty 
and brutality practised, that is kept to thcm- 
■elves. Even at Mission Stations, many bai^ 
barous and cruel acts are perpetrated, that 
never come to the Missionary's ears. 

The natives are of a very cowardly and 
unfeeling disposition towards each other. When 
ont hunting, should one of their number be 
bitten by a Lion, or wounded by a Bhinoceroi 
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or BufEalo, as he &11b, torn and lacerated 
with wounds, frequently, there he must remain, 
mthout pity, sympathy or assistance, unless 
he possesses sufficient strength to crawl home. 
All the comfort the poor wretch gets from his 
companions is, " Serve him right, what did he 
let the Lion hite him for?" or similar expres- 
sions; as if the injured man had purposely 
permitted himself to be wounded. As another 
instance of their cowardice : the whole town 
was thrown into a state of concision, by a 
party of natives arriving with the intelligence, 
that a troop of Lions had been at one of the 
chiefs outposts, killing three oxen, and two 
men — ^the latter while endeavouring to protect 
the cattle. The chief despatched a number 
of men, armed with guns and assaigais, in 
pursuit. On reaching the outpost, the Lions had 
retired to the mountains, and the natives did not 
venture to pursue them. We heard afterwards, 
that the reporthad been exaggerated — two men 
were severely wounded and not expected to 
recover. When the Lions first attacked the 
oxen, the men fired several shots, which took 
no effect. The Lions skulked away after gorg- 
ing themselves with meat The men thought 



by Google 



CONTEST WITH UONS. 



they were gone clear away, but on going up 
to where the remainB of the oxen lay, an old 
Lion, with shaggy mane, sprang from behind a 
bnsh ; one shot was fired, when the Lion rushed 
immediately upon the man that had fired; the 
reat ran away to a distance, gazing with terror 
ontheircompanioninthepawsof thekingofthe 
forest. The poor fellow cried most piteously 
for his comrades to come near and fire, for 
the Lion had already bitten him severely on 
the back and legs. He tried to gorge the 
Lion's eyes, and continued grappling in this 
manner till his strength failed him. His 
cowardly companions would not come near. 
The Lion gave him another grip, and left him 
for dead, then pursued the other natives, and 
although the one that was caught had a gun, 
he had not sufficient courage to turn round 
and fire, before being overtaken. This man 
was also wounded severely and left insensible, 
apparently dead. In this state both were picked 
up, and taken to the town \ one died, and the 
other recovered. 

A few days previous, I had been hunting 
in the same locality, and saw two Lions at a 
short distance, skulking away behind the 
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boshes. Sometimes a Lion will stand and 
watch a person ride past, without manifeBting 
any diapoaition to attack. This, I think, arises 
from the appetite being satiated ; when pressed 
with hunger, I believe he will attack the first 
that comes in his way, whether man or beast. 
Much has been said in England, in opposi- 
tion to Missions generally, and Africa in par- 
ticular, also uncharitable observations, reflect- 
ing upon the moral and religious conduct of 
the Missionaries. I have been several years 
in South Africa, (not simply passing through 
like many persons,) and for months together 
remained at many of the Mission Stations, both 
in the Colony and the fai* interior, extending 
from the Cape to Kolobeng, a distance of 
one thousand miles. I, consequently, can 
apeak as to the labours which Mission- 
aries have to perform, and the effect of 
their teaching on the natives. It appears 
to me very improbable, that men would leave 
all the advantages of civilized life and friends, 
to go and reside amongst untutored savages, 
unless their endeavours to do good, and make 
known the blesainga of the Gospel, were their 
paramount objects. 
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It is a very laborious task to civilize 
savi^es. The Missionary's time is fully oc- 
cupied in preaching and teaching the natives 
the rudiments of education. Many travel 
within a radius of thirty to forty miles, in 
order to preach to the scattered tribes. While 
at Mabotsa, I have irequfintly accompanied 
the Eev. B. Edwaitls, of the London Mis- 
sionary Society, that distance. The natives 
appeared much pleased with those periodical 
Tiaits. Many parents ask the Missionary, 
what he will give them to permit their children 
to go to school, thus showing the erroneous 
ideas they have of the value of education. In 
addition to teaching and preaching, the Mis- 
sionaries have to cultivate small plots of land, 
for com and vegetables ; also perform their 
own smith-work, building, &c. In fact, the 
persons most adapted for Missionaries in the 
interior, are those who have a good education, 
and are- somewhat acquainted with the various 
trades and professions. The Missionaries and 
their wives are unremitting in their attention 
to the sick natives; medicines axe administered 
when necessary. I have seen numbers 
of sick natives every morning sitting round 
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tlie door of the Misaion house, anxiously 
waiting for relief and assistance, as each 
case may reqmre. Help is freely ren- 
dered in every possible way. On one 
occasion, Sechele, the chief of Kolobeng, 
wanted Dr. Livingstone and myself to repair 
his waggon wheel. There was a small bellows 
and anvil in a hut belonging to Dr. L. Ntmibers 
of the natives crowded around us ; some of 
them were blowing the bellows, and at the first 
fall of the hammer on the heated iron, caus- 
ing the sparks to fly on their naked bodies, 
they all rushed out, dancing and making wry 
faces. Dr. L. had frequently to call out to them 
"oba," or blow. When the iron was nearly 
smelting hot, and it was most necessary to blow, 
they would stop and stand laughing at us. It 
was with considerable difficulty the necessary ■ 
repairs were completed. In establishing a 
Mission, the Missionaries invariably endeavour 
to erect places of worship, and schools as spee- 
dily as possible. The largest proportion of 
labour has to be performed by the Missionaries' 
own bands. Some of the buildings, as may 
be imagined from the scarcity of appropriate 
material and appliances, are often rude in 
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their structure. From these observations, it 
will be aeen that the life of the Missionary is 
anjrthing but an idle one. They also exercise 
great influence over the African chiefs in the 
interior. War and bloodshed between various 
tribes has been frequently prevented by them. 
One of the difficulties the Missionaries have to 
contend with, is, the bad example shown by 
some of the traders, paasingthrough the various 
Mission Stations, purchasing and bartering on 
the Sabbath, also introducing brandy for sale, 
which has a demoralizing effect. 

The Missionaries have remarked to me, 
that the natives, afrer hearing an exhortation, 
will turn round and point to these, and say, 
"Look at your brother, white man; your 
preaching must be all nonsense ; they take 
our native women up into the country as 
wives, and are not married to them." 

I have seen nothing in the conduct of the 
Missionaries, but what was upright and vir- 
tuous. Their dress is exceedingly plain. It 
has often been publicly said, that many live in 
luxury. This statement, I think, is simply 
ridiculous, as on many occasions, in the inte- 
rior, they have to subsist, for many days 
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com, going to the Colony once in two years 
for supplies. In the Colonies, no doubt they 
have a more regular supply of ordinary diet, 

I generally attended the services on the 
Sabbath, although I knew but little of the 
language. 

Sechele, the king, is an exception to many 
of his class. He is a very intelligent man, and 
notweddedto those superstitious notions which 
distinguish the aged men of most tribes. 
Great attention is paid by him to the services 
of the Church. He reads well, writes a little, 
shows marked respect to Europeans and 
others, and appeal's much pleased with any 
little attention paid by them to him. When 
T have gone into Church, he has offered me 
his seat, and wished me to look on his book, 
thus showing that he was not devoid of good 
feeling and courtesy. 

The Missionaries have laboured with 
ceaseless, untiring energy, and unflagging 
zeal, in order to spread Christianity, civilize, 
and eradicate those superstitious notions so 
deeply rooted in their minds, especially 
among the patriarchal portions of the tribes. 
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The views and opinions of the rising gene- 
rations, will doubtless be much more enlight- 
ened than that of their forefathers. 

The most generous sympathy is also 
mimifested by the wives of the Missionaries 
towards the natives. Assistance is cheerfully 
and willingly rendered in times of sickness 
and other occasions. I may mention Mrs. 
Livingstone, Mrs. Edwards, Mrs. Inglis, and 
Mrs. Smith, beside many others who have 
distinguished themselves by their unremitting 
kindness and exertions in behalf of the natives 
in the districts where they severally resided. 

April 4th. — Mr. Wilson started from Ko- 
lobeng to proceed to certain waters on the 
route to the lake, and wait till our arrival. 
It was a difficult matter to hire natives to go 
to the lake, on account of the fever being so 
prevalent last year — Mr. Alfred Ryder, an 
English artist, and several natives having 
died there. 

Sickness and fevers generally commence 
after the heavy rains that fall in the far north, 
about August, flooding the rivers, and cover- 
ing the low, marshy lands, from whence 
noxious vapours are generated from the 
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poisonous weeds and vegetables, supposed hy 
many to be tbe cause of tbe prevalence of fever. 
From Kolobeng I went over one day to a 
small town forming a section of the Bakwaina ; 
news bad been received tbat the Locusts were 
deetroying all the crops of a neighbouring tribe, 
A Locust Doctor, whom they believed possessed 
a larger amount of supernatural agency 
than any other, waa sent for, in order to avert 
a like visitation. Their faith in these doctors 
is unbounded. 1 was staying at the chiefs 
hut, and waa just going to sleep about mid- 
night, when the old Locust Doctor began 
shouting and going through a series of incan- 
tations, of which I understood but little ; it 
waa to this effect, imploring his imaginary 
gods to prohibit and prevent the Locusts from 
committing similar rav£^s to that which had 
been done at some neighbouring tribe. Tbe 
next morning I was in the court-yard of the 
kraal, when the impostor was receiving his 
pay, which consisted of a quantity of animal 
skins, corn, &c. I heard afterwards that the 
Locusts paid them a visit in a few days, 
making sad havoc among the com and vege- 
tation. The aged men of the tribe attributed 
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the failure to the white man coming into 
their country. They also say, the rivers for- 
merly were always full, and abundance of 
com at the proper seasons ; now there was a 
great ialling off in the quantity of rain which 
fell, consequently the ground was often dried 
and parched up ; also on account of the pre- 
sence of the white man, the rain-makers were 
not able to make rain when required, no mat- 
ter whatever price is paid, and as a necessary 
result, they often had to suffer hunger. 

Shortly aft^r this, there was a period of 
dry, hot weather, everything nearly scorched 
up. They sent a distance of 170 miles for a 
rain-maker. He came, remaining a fortnight, 
but failed to produce rain. Payment was 
refused, and be was sent back to his own tribe. 
It often happens, that when the rain-makers 
do not succeed in making rain, everything in 
their possession is taken, and a volley of abuse 
poured out upon them into the bargain. 

During the time the rain-makers are mak- 
ing their incantations, the natives make use of 
and bum various preparations, made from the 
liver of various wild animals, several kinds of 
roots, bulbs, and leaves. 
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On the 16tli April, Mr. Edwards arrived 
at Kolobeng from Mabotsa. The following 
day we started on our long proposed journey 
to Lake Ngami. A little before sun-set we 
reached a water called Locackin, where we 
remained till Saturday the 19th ; from thence 
we trekked to a water called Boatlanami. The 
next day being Sunday, we halted till Monday. 
A native teacher, who was travelling with us, 
held service under a camel-thorn tree. About 
fourteen Bakaliharis and Bushmen from a 
neighbouring village, attended, carrying a 
number of rude spears, bows, and poisoned 
arrows. They presented a wild and degraded 
aspect. The Bakaliharis of the desert are 
long, lanky fellows, with long arms, and legs, 
and large projecting abdomens. 

One patriarchal old fellow sat with his 
mouth wide open. The native preacher was 
impressing upon them the consequences of sin ; 
the grave looking old man several times ex- 
pressed himself at the idea of having one day to 
die and suffer punishment, by laughing and 
shouting out, " how I how t how I " This 
denotes surprise and astonishment at the 
opinions expressed. Many tribes do not be- 
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lieve any one dies a natural death, but that 
they are bewitched by thdr enemies. This 
was probably the first time they had ever 
heard the Gospel preached. 

On the side of the mountain by the last 
water is a sort of cave, said to be inhabited 
by Panthers, and other wild animals, I en- 
deavoured to get a few nativeB to accompany 
me to the place. This they peremptorily de- 
clined to do. 

A troop of Lions had been at a post near 
the previous night, their footmarks being still 
quite fresh; however, nothing was heard of 
them during the night we halted. 

After nearly two days' trekking, we reach- 
ed Boatlanami, and found several wells six- 
teen to seventeen feet deep, but not sufficient 
water for half the oxen. We set to work, and 
excavated to a greater depth. The next 
morning there was a good supply. A rude 
ladder was constructed from the branches of 
trees ; with this assistance, water was handed 
up from one to the other, in small calabashes, 
and Ostrich egg shells, and poured into a 
small hole, by the well, for the oxen to drink. 
Their thirst was intense, after having been 
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nearly two days without water. It was with 
difficulty the whole herd of oxen were re- 
Btrainedfrom breaking over the fence, while two 
or three at a time were drinking. 

On our way here, we saw a number of 
Guinea-fowl and a few small Monkeys. They 
were not pursued, as we were anxious to push 
on to the water. Large flocks of Namaqua 
Partridges, or Sand-grouse, of which there are 
two or three kinds, were seen in this locality. 
I have shot as many as fifteen at one shot. 
They are pretty good eating, but rather dry. 
A few of each variety I preserved. Great 
service is often performed by these birds to the 
hunter and traveller. At night they generally 
fly to some water, remaining in the vicinity 
till morning. Observing the direction in which 
they fly and alight, and following that course, 
has often been the means of obtaining relie£ 
The margin of the pools which they frequent, 
is surrounded at night by hundreds. 

This bird is of a cream colour, with a num- 
ber of irregular streaks of a brownish hne, 
and about the size of a common pigeon. On 
opening the craw, I found it contained insects 
and seed. 
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We left Boatlanami on Friday, passing 
Lapepe, and pushing forward by moQnlight. 
Twohoursafterourdeparture,Edward8and my- 
self were lying inthe wa^on,wheD the oxen set 
oflF galloping at a rapid rate, over stumps of trees 
and deep hollows, scattering on the road all 
the cooking utensils irom the trap behind the 
waggon ; also my large box containing skins 
and specimens, and many other articles. The 
Bushman leader was trampled under footby the 
oxen, badly injured, and the driver sitting on 
the waggon chest holding on like grim death. 
When brought to a stand still, a scene of 
confusion ensued, one crying out, where is my 
leader? another, where are all the pots and 
pans, and where are my boxes, &c.? After an 
hour's delay, we managed to find most of the 
missing articles. It is dangerous to travel by 
night, but necessity compels us to do so, some- 
times on account of the waters being far apart. 

We supposed the oxen smelt a Lion, or 
took fright at the loose oxen coming on behind, 
supposing them to be Lions. Both horses and 
cattle generally exhibit great fear at the sight 
or smell of a Lion. 

The next day a troop of Giraffes were seen. 
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Edwards mounted a horse that waa by the 
waggon in readiness. The ground being good 
and open was a great advantage. In less than 
ten minutes, one of their giant forms was 
laid in the dust. The waggon waa speedily 
brought up, iJl were up to the elbows in blood ; 
and in half an hour it was cut up, placed in 
the waggon, and on our way hastening to the 
next water. 

"We reached Mashue, and resumed our 
journey on the 27th, arriving a little before 
sun-set at a water called Collybelt Diuing 
the day, we came in with Mr. Wilson, returning 
to Kolobeng in a state of great excitement, 
caused by a report that a party of Boers were 
in pursuit of him. Most of his goods were 
buried underground, so that his loss would 
not be so serious in case of being overtaken 
and robbed. I told bim to keep up his courage, 
for three Englishmen were equal to ten Boers 
any day, and should there be an attack, we 
could stand a brush, having a few servants 
that would give additional assistance in case 
of an emergency. 

The next morning we made a detour 
from the main path, reaching at sun-set the 
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bottom of a large chain of mountains that lay 
before us. After reconnoitring for a short 
time we found a fountain ; the ground in the 
immediate vicinity was trampled flat, like a 
farm yard, with innumerable footprints of 
Lions, Ehinoceros, Oamel-leopards, Harte- 
beesta, Sassabes, and Pallahs. A small enclo- 
sure was formed to protect oar oxen and horses 
during the night. It was difficult to keep 
them in the kraal, owing to the incessant 
roaring of Lions and bowling of Hyenas, with 
our dogs in reply. In the morning, I ascended 
the rugged mountain side, which was covered 
with large trees and bush, and found the re- 
mains of two black Wildebeests, killed and 
dragged there by the Lions. Being alone, 
without attendants or dogs, and cognisant of 
the presence of these monsters in the neigh- 
bourhood, I did not ventore further, and re- 
traced my steps. After winding round the 
mountains, watering onr oxen at a pool of 
water, we reached Labotani. 

April SOtih. — It was reported that a 
party of Boers were at the next water. Some 
doubts were expressed, as to whether it was 
not those that were in purstiit of Wilson. This 
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caused a few of our party to feel dispirited, 
fearing an attack. I pretended to make light 
of the matter, and requested each one to be 
prepared, as this day would decide who were 
cowards, and who were brave. A few hours 
after inspanning, brought ub in sight of the 
Boers' camp. There were not many light 
hearts until we arrived, and to our agreeable 
surprise, apparent friendship, in place of hos- 
tility, was manifested towards us. We should 
have been a match for them had there been an 
attack ; and no doubt the Boers were of the 
same opinion. 

Our oxen were numerous, and the water 
rather scarce ; the Boers, therefore, consented 
to go to the next water, which would be three 
days' journey. This part of the country is very 
sandy. When the wind blows, sand and dust 
are whirled about in clouds. Some of our 
men got sore eyes ; this I escaped, but was 
sick two or three days, which I attributed 
to the water being black and muddy, some- 
times arising from the animals rolling and 
basking themselves in it In order to make 
it a little more palatable for drinking purposes, 
a quantity of alum was put into the water, 
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which causes the mud and sediment to settle 
at the bottom. 

There was a Bakalahari village in the 
vicinity of our encampment. On Sunday, the 
native teacher went to pretach to them. 
A considerable time elapsed before any one 
paid any attention. He commenced with 
an audience of three or four, numbering 
towards the close about eighteen. One old 
fellow said he had come especially to 
curse him, for having, during the morning 
service, told them that all must some day die. 
He supposed that the teacher possessed some 
supernatural agency, and would bewitch them 
to death, having little or no idea that sickness 
and old age will ultimately bring all to our 
mother earth. 

The Bushmen and Bakalaharia of the desert 
subsist chiefly on Locusts, bulbous roots, and 
wild melon, occasionally trapping game by 
making pit-falls, covered over with sticks, 
grass, and sand, cunningly imprinting the foot- 
marks of various animals on the surface. These 
are generally made in paths leading to the 
water. 

It appears almost a mystery how the little 
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game, including the Eland, Duiker, and Oryx 
or Gemsboc, that ia to be fonnd in this desert 
part of the country, live for weeks and months 
without water. They subsist on grass and 
other scanty herbage. Heavy dews fall at 
night, which moistens the grass, &c., no doubt 
assisting in the digestion of food. 

After three days' hard trekking through a 
sandy country, which made it difficult to 
travel at night, we reached a water called Can, 
which is the last watering place before crossing 
the so-called Great Kalahari Desert. We left 
Can on Monday, arriving on "Wednesday, May 
6th, at a fountain named Kawan. All the water 
was soon drank, and not half sufficient for 
the oxen. The natives took a portion of our 
cattle to another water. On our way, we 
passed a nimiber of Bushmen and Bakalaharis 
endeavouring to obtain water from the bed of 
ariver^apparently dried up. Areed about three 
feet long was being used, with a little grass 
lapped round the end, to act as a strainer; this 
was placed in the sand, the watersucked np,and 
discharged into Ostrich egg shells, used as 
water vessels. These inhabitants of the desert, 
theugh in the midst of apparent misery, en- 
joyed a sort of happiness. They begged a 
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little tobacco, whicli we gave them. We 
also were in want of water, and dug several 
feet, yet little water made its appear- 
ance. 

Friday, May 8th. — Our march was re- 
sumed towards the next station, a distance of 
about sixty miles. The path lay across a flat 
and sandy country, with abimdance of grass, 
a few scattered bushes, but unfortunately no 
water. On the termination of the first day's 
track all were as black as sweeps from the 
clouds of dust, caused by the trampling of the 
oxen. The white covering of the wa^;on tent 
was fJso as black as a coal. The next day 
we made a long track ; our oxen were so tho- 
roughly fatigued, they could scarcely put one 
foot before the other ; we were compelled to 
unyoke, and the remainder of our journey to 
the next water was performed by short 



Late in the afternoon of Sunday the 11th, 
arrived at the watw called Mokakanytmi, 
situated in the bed of a sand river. There 
were several holes, with very little water in. 
By digging deeper, a sufficient supply was soon 
obtained. Probably this water once formed a 
part of the river, having soaked in ; for, strange 
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to say, the apparent spring or water is lost, if 
the excavatioiiB were made heyond a certain 
depth. 

This was the first Sabbath we had to trek 
for want of water. It was sadly against the 
wish of the old teacher. I expressed the 
opinion that it was a greater sin to keep the 
poor oxen p^ched with thirst in a broiling 
sun, than to proceed on to a watering place. 
His views, however, on this point did not co- 
incidcwithmine. Inthislocality Palmyra trees 
were seen for the first time. They have a graod 
and imposing appearance amid the surrounding 
scarcity of trees, grow on the banks of a dried 
up river, and bear large clostera of finiit. The 
trunks were bare to a height of twenty feet 
or more ; I was not sailor-like enough to climb 
up. My gun was loaded with shot ; I fired at 
the fruit, but failed to bring any down ; I then 
fired with ball, which brought down large 
clusters, some of which I carried to camp. 
Our men anticipated a great treat ; the inside, 
however, was too hard and dry to be eaten. 

During the day troops of Bushmen and 
Bakalaharis visited us, carrying assaigais, 
bows, and poisoned arrows. A few beads in- 
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duced them to part witli some of their weapons. 
A quantity of salt was exchanged, said by 
them to have been obtained from a salt-pan, 
fifteen miles distant; the strength was not 
equal to the salt procured in the Colony. 

On the 13th, we left Mokakanyani, fol- 
lowing the course of the sand river for a few 
hours. The Palmyra became of larger growth, 
more numerous, and taller; some were thirty 
feet in height. It was a matter of surprise 
that there were no medium sized trees of this 
class ; all wei"e either full grown or small young 
shrubs — the latter were scattered all over the 
banks of some portions of the river. 

We reached a water called Nchokotsa on 
Tuesday the 15th, situated in the immediate 
vicinity of a salt-pan extending as far as the 
eye could see. It was crusted ovei' with a 
crispy, selJne substance, and bad the appear- 
ance of a lai'ge sheet of water. In the direc- 
tion of the Eiver Zouga clouds of smoke 
were seen, which was stated by the natives 
to be reeds on fire. 

The water at this fountain is very brack- 
ish, numbers of game come to drink. On 
the night of our arrival, footprints of two 
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Elilnoceros'that had been drinkingtheprevious 
night, were seen. I proposed lying in ambush 
the following night; Edwards, myBelf, and 
two Bcchuanas, piled up a few stones for a 
hiding-place, about fourteen feet from the 
water. The first animals that came were 
Hyenas and Jackals, which drank and went 
away ; then followed a troop of Zebras, stand- 
ing about fifty paces off, sniffing the tainted 
air as if all was not right, then rushed 
away,retuming again, and ultimatelygoing off. 
Two Rhinoceros' then came, snorting and 
ploughingup the ground, and stood aboutthirty 
to forty paces from the water. It was moon- 
light, and we bad a good view of these enor- 
mous brutes- Knowingtheirdangerous charac- 
ter, I got ready tospring out, in case tbeycliarged 
upon us ; Edwards and myself fired, the bullets 
lodged in one of tliem, he turned as if inclined 
to charge, the other ran away. The wounded 
one was very furious, goring the ground 
with his boms, and doubtless thinking " dis 
cretion the better part of valour," soon turned 
round, following his companion. The follow- 
ing morning the ground was found besmeared 
and spattered with blood. 
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We lay down the second night. A white 
Rhinoceros soon made his appearance, stand- 
ing about forty yards from the pooL We fired, 
but he escaped ; a WUdebeea t was also wound- 
ed. We returned to the waggon disconsolate 
at our non-success. 

Considerable danger attends this mode of 
night shooting; the white man has almost 
invariably to keep watch for all. No i-eliance 
can be placed upon the natives, for directly 
after lying down, they too frequently fall 
asleep ; and should all sleep together, a Lion 
or Panther, with stealthy and noiseless foot- 
steps might come in otir midst, carrying off 
one or more of our companions. 

We left Nchokotaa, skirting the borders of 
the salt-pan, and arrived before sun-set at a 
large pool of rain water, where we came in 
contact with a party of natives from the 
country of Sebetuan, a well known chief, 
which lay about ten days' journey from 
Lake Ngami. They wore a sort of blue 
calico hanging loosely from their bodies j we 
thought they must have obtained this from the 
Portuguese traders from the West Coast. One 
of them carried a dag^r, very ingeniously 
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carved, whicli confirmed our opinion. Great 
reluctance was manifested in giving any intelli- 
gence respecting the country they had passed 
through ; all the information obtiuned was, 
that tiey had been three days withont water, 
and if it had not been for a seasonable rain, 
their journey hitherto could not have been 
accomplished. An opinion was expressed by 
them, that waggons could not travel the dis- 
tricttheyhad traversed, on account of drought, 
and that if attempted, all our oxen would be 
destroyed by the Tsetse fly, a fly very de- 
structive to horses and cattle. 

We supposed they were despatched with 
some important message firom the 8ebetuana 
chief to some other distant tribe, the nature of 
which they were not permitted to divulge. It 
is a common occurrence for chiefs to send 
messages on foot hundreds of miles, to which 
great honour is attached by the bearers. 

Troops of Buffaloes, Veldebeests, Zebras, 
and other animals came at night to dnnk at 
the water. This was deemed a favourable 
opportunity for replenishing our store of flesh 
meat. The first night one Buflalo was shot. 
The second night our hiding place, which 
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consisted of a few stones cobbled up, was at 
a distance of thirty yards from the water; 
wliile a troop of Buffaloes were drinking, we 
fired in among them; the darkness was eo 
impenetrable correct aim could not be taken. 
One Buffalo fell to our guns, the head of which 
I skinned and preserved. Buffaloes are of a 
fierce and savage disposition, being more dan- 
gerous toencounter when wounded than a Lion. 
One night, wlien lying in ambush by the water, 
a Buffalo was shot do«Ti with our guns ; it rose 
i^ain, trembling with rage, looking towards 
the place from whence the shots had originated. 
Edwards, myself, and two natives, lay motion- 
less, with our guns empty, not daring to stir. 
While in this position, two old bulls came 
walking within five feet of our hiding place. 
Our lives depended upon avoiding an attack. 
Again the wounded Buffalo fell, and re-gained 
his feet, the two bulls going round to the op- 
posite side of the water. We now ventured to 
re-load, with as little noise as possible ; on our 
appearance at the margin of the pool, the 
bulls rushed off. I proposed pursuing the 
wounded one, but my companions declined to 
accompany me, probably knowing the danger 
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of encountering a wounded Buffalo better 
than I did. 

Our journey after leaving the Bamangwato 
country to Ncliokotsa, was one of great labour 
and privation, for our oxen especially. The 
route lay through the so-called Sahara or Ka- 
lahari Desert, which is a flat, sandy country, 
almost destitute of trees, though abundance of 
coarse, rank grass. Water is extremely scarce, 
the fountains being sometimes sixty miles, or 
three hard days' trekking, apart. A large 
portion of the soil being sandy, makes it very 
laborious for the oxen in drawing the waggon. 

Kind Providence appears not to have been 
unmindful of the wants of the inhabitants of 
this arid, desert countiy, by supplying vegeta- 
tion in the shape of a wild hind of water-melon, 
bulbous roots, &c. In some parts of the de- 
sert these are abundant. Of the melons there 
are two kinds, bitter and sweet. The quantity 
of moistm'C these contain, serves to quench the 
thirst of man and beast, and has saved the life 
of many a poor Bakalahari and Bushman while 
roaming in the desert wilds. There is also a flat 
kind of dark coloured bean, which I have often 
used as a substitute for coffee, by first roasting, 
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then pounding, and pouring boiling water on it. 
There was a peculiar taste in this, which took 
off the brackish taste from the water. 

The Kalahari Desert is inhabited by the 
Bakalaharis and Bushmen, who are migratory 
in their habits, rarely remaining long in one 
place. When one water dries up, the game 
invariably goin search of another. Thenatives 
at once follow in their track. 

A striking contrast is presented in the 
growth of these two tribes. The Bakalaharis, 
as already described, are tall and lanky, 
while the Bushmen are very short in sta- 
ture. It is a matter of surprise the quan- 
tity of meat that can be consumed at one 
meal, by the former especially. After satia- 
ting the appetite, they can exist contented for 
two or three days with little or no food. I 
have seen one man eat sufficient at one meal 
to satisfy four or five Europeans. While sitting 
by the watch fire at feeding time, I have often 
been amused inseeing the loose folds of the skin of 
theabdomen gradually expand,remindingmeof 
the blowing of a bladder. I have repeatedly 
remarked to my Mend E. that no European 
conld exist under such a load. The great and 
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only object of their life appears to be, to satisfy 
their gluttonous appetite. "When there is a 
large pot of meat on the fire, their counte- 
nances brighten up with joy, and the camp is 
full of mirth, each one relating the adven- 
tures of the day. At meals their hands are 
made to answer the purpose of knives and 
forks. Supper being over, the night fires made 
up, they retire to sleep, crouched up like ui 
hedgehog, with no other covering beside a 
small piece of animal skin over the shoulder 
and loins. 

I thought the Kaffirs of the Colony 
enormous eaters, but these tribes of the 
desert far surpass them in that respect. 
The most unpleasant result of being in their 
company is experienced after their departure ; 
they besmear themselves freely with fat and 
grease, which has a tendency to increase the 
breed of lice, (these are much larger than the 
insect known by that name in England.) I 
have had many sleepless nights, arising from 
the presence of these disagreeable tormentors. 
Other tribes possess these insects, but none to 
such an extent as the Bakalaharis and Bush- 
men. 
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The following lines, descriptive of the Kali- 
hari Desert were penned by a Colonial bard : — 

Away, away, in the wilJemesa vast, 
Where the white man's foot has never past ; 
Where the quivered Corranna and Ecchuan 
Has rarely passed with hia roving clan ; 
A region of drought, where no river glides, 
Ifor rippling brook with oaiercd sides, 
Nor hill, nor ridge, nor misty mount. 
Nor tree, nor shrub, nor bubbling fount, 
Appears to refresh the aching eye, 
But the barren earth and burning sky. 

We left Nchokotsa, and on Monday the 
!)tb, reached the Eiver Zouga, which runs from 
Lake Ngarai. The river being low, the water 
was inaccessible, on account of the large 
quantity of tall reeds, and the soft, boggy na- 
ture of the soil by the side of the river. A 
small village stands on an island in the river, 
inhabited by a section of tlie Bakarutsi tribe. 
With assistance from these, water was obtained 
for our oxen from a deep hollow, left by the 
river. The natives brought us abundance of 
sweet water melons, which were a great treat, 
and far surpassed the wild ones that are foxmd 
in different parts of the desert The banks of 
the river where the reeds grow, is a kind of 
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turf; in many parts wlicre the reeds 
have been burnt, the fire is smouldering 
underneath, although apparently extinguish- 
ed. Myself, several of the oxen and dogs, 
have repeatedly had our legs burnt by 
incautiously stepping on the burning boggy 
soil, vfhich the natives say sometimes bums 
for months together. The reeds stand nine 
or ten feet high, extending as far up the sides 
and margin of the river, as to exclude some 
parts of it from view. A little further on, by 
winding round the river, we came to a part 
where the oxen could drink freely. 

On Friday we arrived at a portion of the 
river so low, that we eould have crossed with 
the waggon. At this season of the year many 
parts of the Zouga were quite dry. 

During the previous night, a troop of 
Elephants bad been drinking at this spot ; a 
cow Elephant was shot a few nights previous, 
by a party of Boers, with whom we came in 
contact prior to crossing the desert. 

With my gun for a companion, I went up 
the river aide in search of game, and found a 
quantity of aquatic birds ; amongst others. La 
Vaillants Darter, Cormorants, and Ducks. I 
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shot three, and only succeeded in getting one, 
in consequence of their falling in the water. 
There are not always canoes at liand, and it 
is dangerous to swim in afler them, as Croco- 
diles are numerous in many parts. These 
reptiles will attack either man or beast. A 
Mr. Robinson, a trader and hunter, lost his life 
last year in swimming after a bird, which had 
dropped on an island in the river. Mr. Moyle, 
his companion, related the following particu- 
lars relative to this tragic occurrence : — Both 
were going together along the banks of tlie 
river ; Mr. R. proposed, as there was nothing 
fresh for dinner, that Moyle should fetch the 
bird that had been shot. M. replied, that he 
would.not run the risk for a thousand of them. 
R. made answer, that he would soon go in for 
it, and suiting the action to his words, at once 
took off his clothes, f wam to the island, and 
secured the bird. On returning he suddenly 
loosed the bird, and appeared in a terrible 
fnght. Mr. M. suspecting a Crocodile was 
about to pounce upon him, called out, what is 
the matter? shall I fire? There was no reply, 
and he soon disappeared. Nothing more was 
ever seen or heard of him afterwards. 
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Returning to the waggon I had a narrow 
escape from falling into a game pit that was 
most artfully concealed. One foot was on the 
reeds and grass that covered the surface ; 
I felt it giving way, and immediately stepped 
back ; I had been on my guard during the day, 
looking for any intimations of the presence of 
a pitfall, as the natives informed me they were 
numerous ; some are twelve or fourteen feet 
deep, and many have spikes set in the bottom, 
to kill more speedily tlie game that fall in. 
Nothing escapes, from the Elephant down to 
the smaller Antelope. Most of the Elephants 
obtained by the natives in tlie Zouga and 
Ijake countiy, are caught in this manner. 

There was abundance of dried meat hang- 
ing about, in passing through the Bakoba 
villages. In one of these villages there was 
I^irt of a Rhinoceros, becoming quite putrid ; 
the natives apparently being too idle to cut it 
up for beltongue. 

On the 22nd, we left the river, as it took 
a bend, rejoining it shortly before sun-set, at a 
place where there was an open space to the 
river's brink, made by Elephants coming down 
to drink. 
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In the morning I proceeded up the banks of 
the river, aud shot a Diver. It fell in the water 
about ten paces from the shore. I felt anxious 
to secure this specimen, and looked carefully 
around to see if any Crocodile or Alligator 
wasnear; thinking I should be in and out again 
in a few moments, I began to undress ; on 
looking round again, to my horror and surpiise, 
two eyes of an enormous Crocodile were seen 
gliding down on the surface of the water ; a 
strange sensation came over me, my fate cer- 
tainly would have been similar to that of poor 
Eobinson^ had I have gone in. This monster 
appeared about eleven feet long ; with a few 
shots from my gnn I scared htm away. 

I shot a number of Ibises, night Herons, and 
Bitterns. Some of these species I had not seen 
before. Most of them I preserved, being de- 
sirous of procuring as many kinds of birds as 
possible, from the Lake Ngami country. I was 
the first European that attempted to collect 
birds in this district. The birds were very wild, 
though rarely shot at ; Pheasants or Franco- 
lins, and Guinea-fowl were numerous — we 
could go out and shoot a few brace any morning. 

The Francolins differ from those of the 
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Colony, being somewhat smaller^ and the white 
markings on the breast, neck, and sides, are 
more distinct I skinned and preserred nu- 
merous specimens. 

We inspanned at sun-rise on the 26tb, and 
after two hours' trekking, a party of Boers and 
Griquas,withiiTeborae8, joined us. Elephants, 
Bhinoceroa', and Buffaloes, are very numerous 
in the vicinity of this part of the Zouga. 
Hunting these without horses is dangerous, 
and generally unsnccessfhl. They feed within 
a radius of ten or twelve miles from the river, 
coming down at midnight to drink. Large 
branches and small trees, that had been torn up 
by the Elephants, were strewn about in the 
forest Cow Elephants with calves are consi- 
dered the moat dangerous; she will often charge 
on the first shot being fired. It is as much as a 
horse can do to, to avoid being overtaken. Her 
nsual plan ia, to pursue a distance of three or 
four hundred yards, and then return to her cal£ 

Yesterday, the Boers went oat with their 
horses, and killed a large bull Elephant the 
tusks of which weighed upwards of eighty 
potmds each. One of the feet and part of the 
tmok were brought to the waggon, and cooked 
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in the following manner : — A lai^ hole was 
dug in the ground, and a wood fire made; 
when this was burnt down, the foot was 
placed at the bottom, then covered up with 
hot ashes and sand. In the morning it was 
ready for eating ; I partook of it, and found it 
very palatable. 

Our journey was resinned early in the 
morning; the trees now became larger and 
the bush more dense. We outspanned at 
sun-set. Early the following day, I took my 
seat in a canoe, and was paddled a consider- 
able distance up the river by the Bakobas. I 
shot and preserved several birds. 

Ketuming, a huge Crocodile was seen on 
the opposite bank, basking in the sun. I made 
signs to the Bakobas to paddle me over, in 
order to get a shot; they shook their heads, 
and refused to go near. We then sailed 
down to the fishery, where the nets were laid. 
Complaints were made of the scanty quantity 
offish caught, owing to the river being so 
low : when the river is full, fish are exceed- 
ingly plentiful — large numbers are caught 
end dried for future use. Some excellent fish 
were brought to us on several occasions. The 
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nets are made of a kind of flax, similar in 
shape to common nets at home. 

The llakobaa and Bushmen conducted 
themselves peaceably, and appeared to be well 
disposed towai'ds white men. On perceiving 
waggons coming along the track, they will 
hasten in advance, and open the pit-falls that 
lie near the waggon path, in order to prevent 
the loose oxen falling in. Yesterday, my friend 
Wilson fell into a concealed pit-fall, ten feet 
deep; luckily there were no stakes at the 
bottom. He dropped on his feet, receiving no 
further injury besides a little shaking ; hia gun, 
which he canaed with him, fortunately did not 
explode. These pits arc so cunningly covered, 
so as not to be distinguished from the adjoin- 
ingground; several of our oxen fellin; having 
no stakes at the bottom, we succeeded in 
extricating them by removing the earth from 
one side. 

After resting on Sunday, we inspanned 
early on Monday, July 2nd. In proceeding, 
the river became wider, and the banks so 
densely covered with reeds, that it was impos- 
sible to reach the water's edge. On the third 
day, a part of the river was reached where the 
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water was easily accessible ; here were several 
canoes. I soon agreed with the Bako- 
bas to have a sail up the river, and shot 
several Cormorants and a white Stork, which 
I preserved. This was the largest canoe I had 
seen, being 20 feet long and 3^ feet wide, 
made from this trunk of a large tree. The 
canoes are invariably made from the trunk of 
trees, many are quite crooked, and the bow 
and stern similar in shape and form. 

The next morning, I accompanied the 
Boers on horseback, in pursuit of a troop of 
Elephants that had been to drink the previous 
night ; we followed the spoor for several miles, 
but did not succeed in falling in with them. 
This caused me great disappointment, as I 
fully anticipated the pleasure of killing one, to 
show the Boers that I was not afraid to attack 
this formidable animal. We then rode ofiF to 
a cow Elephant, that had been shot the pre- 
vious day. She had a calf by her side, which 
ranoffwiththerestofthe troop when the parent 
was shot, returning afterwards in search of its 
dam, and remained by her side all night; it 
sucked the milk from the breast of the unfor- 
ttmate mother, at last going away, probably 
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with a heavy heart, a lonely wanderer in the 
desert wilds. About a dozen natives, who ac- 
companied us, set to work ; and in less than 
ten minutes, five or six were inside the Ele- 
phant, cutting Dp the meat, looking more like 
fiends than human beings, with their spears, 
dusky forms, and bloody marks ; others were 
engaged in hewing out the tusks. 

Saturday, July 13th. — We arrived at Lake 
Ngami. The Batauani town near the Lake 
stands about a mile inland from where the 
Zouga begins to widen. A few miles further 
up, the opposite shore becomes inviaible, and 
an unbroken expanse of water presents itself 
to the eye. 

Dr. Livingstone, and Messrs. Oswell and 
Murray, who discovered this Lake in 1849, 
say, " that it is situated in 20° 19' south lati- 
tude ; and about 24' east longitude, at an eleva- 
tion above the sea of 2,825 feet." The precise 
extent of the Lake is not positively known ; 
from in*'ormation derived from the natives, the 
supposed circumference ranges from seventy 
to one hundred miles. 

Sea Cows or Hippopotami, and Crocodiles, 
are numerous in the Lake. The former are very 
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wild, being much hunted by the natives. Canoes 
are often capsized and the occupants precipi- 
tated into the water, by the enraged Sea Cows 
when speared ; and if not killed by the Hippo- 
potamus, they sometimes fall a victim to the 
Crocodile, before reaching the shore. Croco- 
diles are very destructive to Antelopes, Zebras, 
and other animals. This reptile glides under 
the water unperceived, and seizes the animal 
by the throat while drinking, drags him into 
the water, where it is worried and drowned. 

In coming up the Zouga, Mr. Edwards 
left his horse loose one night. The following 
morning its remains were found on the oppo- 
site shore. A Crocodile had seized it while 
drinking, and dragged it over, eating as much 
as it required. Several dogs were lost in a 
similar manner. During the day, (Crocodiles 
frequently come out of the water, and bask 
themselves in the sun, on the broken reeds 
on the margin of the river. One day I almost 
stumbled over one. I had shot a bird that was 
sitting on a branch overhanging the river ; it 
dropped into tlie water ; rushing tlirough the 
reeds, a huge Crocodile scrambled from the 
reedy bank into the water. He must have 
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heard me coming, and waited to see what it 
was. The remaining charge of my gun was un- 
fortunately shot, which would fall powerless 
upon his back; before disappearing, he came to 
the surface, and gave me a parting look. With 
H Crocodile in the immediate vicinity, going 
in the water after the bird was of course out 
of the question. I retraced my steps through 
the tall reeds. 

That part of the Zouga, where poor Robin- 
son met with an untimely end by one of these 
huge monsters, was dry ; I was anxious, if 
possible, to discover some traces of his remains, 
but failed to do so. 

On Sunday, the native teacher preached to 
the natives at Lake Ngami. The service bad 
not proceeded far, before they all burst out 
laughing ; the chief amongst the rest endeav- 
ouring to ridicule the preacher for the strange 
doctrines, to them, tliat were being enunciated, 
terming it all nonsense. Soon as the meeting 
was over, the chief brought two or three guns, 
■ asking me if I could repiiir them ; I reminded 
him that it was Sunday, and that if lie would 
bring them the following day, (Monday,) I 
would see wLat could be done. He took the 
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guns awaj, apparently mucli pleased with the 
promise. No respect is paid to the Sabbath 
by these natives ; it is regarded in the same 
light as any other day. 

The chief brought the guns on Monday, 
and I repaired them ; in return for my trouble 
I was presented with a couple of moderate 
sized Elephant's tusks. 

Wednesday. — Took several natives with 
me to the upper portion of the Zouga, in 
search of the grave of Mr. Ryder, the artist, 
who had died of fever the previous year. I 
was informed that Dr. Livingstone had placed 
a block of wood upon the grave. This appeared 
to havebeentakenaway by the native8,and pro- 
bably some Hyena or Jackal liad scratched the 
body up, and devoured it. No traces whatever 
were to be found ; it was my intention to have 
cut an inscription of some kind to his memory 
in wood or stone, but was disappointed. He 
was a friend of mine, and formed one of oar 
par^ in the first journey from Graaf-reinet. 

Trees of great magnitude grow in the vi- 
cinity of the Zouga near the Lake. A short 
distance from the town, there were several 
Moorwanah trees, exceeding seventy feet in 
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circumference. Anothertree, called theMocho- 
cong, bears fruit fourteen feet long and three 
or four inches in diameter.* The Palmjrra tree 
ia also found scattered on the banks of the river. 

The principal tribe located on the Zouga, 
is the Bakoba or slaves ; they appear to be a 
finer race of men, much darker, and more 
muscular than the Bechuana Kaffirs. They 
subsist principally upon fish, caught in large 
numbers with nets and spears, particularly 
when the rivers flow. Their views are in some 
respects totally opposite to the Bechuanas of 
the south ; the latter have a superstition at- 
tached to fish, believing that the rivers, rivu- 
lets, and other waters, will dry up, if the fish 
are caught and taken out. 

When fishing down at Kolobeng and other 
places, I have had to do it stealthily, owing to 
the prejudices of the natives; several times 
the women, when fetching water, have discov- 
ered me fishing ; immediately they clap their 
hands, their countenances become sad and 
sorrowful, anticipating some direful calamity 

• A Bmall quantity of the variooa kinda of fruit, I 
brought with me, and exhibited with my collection in 
liverpool, 1852. 
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to befall them. The language of the Bakobas 
is similar to that of the Bushmen, with a click. 
A limited number of Bushmen kraals are scat- 
tered in the vicinity of the Zouga. 

June 23rd. — I determined to return to the 
Colony ; Mr. Edwards intended remaining at 
the Lake for some time with Mr, Wilson. The 
native teacher was returning to Kolobeng, 
and I was anxious to get back to Kolobeng 
also, thence to Colesberg and Graaf-reinet, 
at which place the greater portion of my bird 
and animal skins, specimens, ornaments, na- 
tive implements of war, husbandry, and other 
curiosities, collected during my stay in the 
country, were deposited. 

It was with reluctance I parted from my 
friend E., with whom I had spent many plea- 
sant days, and always found him to be a kind, 
good liearted, and gentlemanly person. 

I have been subsequently informed by Dr. 
Livingstone, that Wilson married a daughter 
of Sechele, tlie Bechuana chief of Kolobeng. 
Tliis chief was much more liberal in his views 
than any ot}ier of his class ; he entei-tained a 
partiality to Europeans, and was anxious to 
civilize his tribe and establish Christianity. 
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Very few African chiefs would have dared to 
give a daughter in marriage to an Englishman, 
unless he possessed supreme and unlimited in- 
fluence with his tribe. 

Previous to my departure, I went to the 
residence of Ijechulatabe, the paramount chief 
of the Ijake district. On telling him the ob- 
ject of my visit that day was to bid him good- 
bye, he expressed great regret, and exacted a 
promise from me to return, and visit him at 
some future time. 

I hired the use of a Griqua waggon, and 
left Lake Ngami on Monday, June 23rd, pass- 
ing a junction of the Tamumakla Eiver with 
the Zouga, on Tuesday. 

The rainy season in the far north was just 
commencing, and the river beginning to fill ; 
some parts of the country are so flat, as to be 
flooded by the overflowing of rivers and creeks. 

Portions of skeletons of slave children were 
observed on the banks of the river; these 
probably perished from fever. The Vultiures, 
Hyenas, or Jackals, had devoured the fleshy 
portions of the body. 

At midnight on the 24th, I was somewhat 
alarmed at the approach of a troop of Ele- 
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phants, tramplinj; throagh the woods, crushing 
hranches, and felling trees in their course, like 
a mighty tornado. On seeing our night fires, 
a peculiar squealing noise waa uttered ; they 
proceeded on down to the river without much 
alarm, and drank their fill. I was sleeping 
outside the wa^on, and soon sprang to my 
feet ; it was with considerable difficulty the 
oxen were prevented from breaking loose out 
of the enclosure. 

When outspanned one day by the river side, 
I crossed the Zouga, with my gun as a com- 
panion, and wandered about alone for several 
hours, when I unexpectedly came upon a Bush- 
man kraal ; the inhabitants at my approach 
all ran away. I went into the village ; they 
appeared greatly terrified, and secreted them- 
selves behind the neighbouring bushes, occa- 
sionally peeping out of their hiding places, to 
ascei*tain if I was following them. I called 
out for them to return ; this only increased 
their fright ; at last I prevailed on a young 
Bushman to return, by offering him some beads 
as an inducement ; it was evidently with great 
reluctance he came. I gave him the beads, 
with which he appeared pleased; and no further 
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fear was manifested. My gim appeared to be an 
object of great curiosity to this Bushman. I 
fired a ball into a tree, this perfectly astonish- 
ed him; the men, women, and children, 
during this time, were still hiding among the 
jangle. All around the village, were hung fes- 
toons of flesh of a cow Elephant, caught in a 
pit-fall. As a matter of coarse, there were no 
appliances there for the removal of so large an 
animal to their kraal, consequently it was cat 
up, arid brought away piecemeal from the place 
where it was entrapped. The head was also 
brought, and laid aside, with the tusks still 
in ; the value of the latter they were ignorant 
of, as no white man had been through their 
village. I promised the youth something in 
exchange for the tasks, if he would accompany 
me to the waggon. It was with difficulty I 
made him understand my meaning, which was 
done by signs, and knowing a few words of the 
language. We came to a part of the river, 
where there was a canoe; he paddled me 
across, landing nearly opposite to whei-e the 
waggon stood ; this saved a considerable dis- 
tance, as otherwise I should have gone back 
to the transit, in order to crosa 
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I gave the young Bushman several 
pounds of copper wire and some beads ; he 
then returned to the kraal greatly delighted. 
These Bushmen, I think, had never previous 
to this, saw the face of a white man. Never 
had I seen any natives betray such trepidation 
and fear as in this instance. 

The next morning, a male Ostrich was dis- 
covered, caught in a pit-fall^ I preserved the 
wings, which contained some splendid white 
plumes, and dried a portion of the meat, though 
very coarse, in case our supplies ran short in 
crossing the desert. A few Bushmen eame up 
at the time ; I gave them some copper wire, 
which was considered an equivalent for any 
claim they might have to the Ostrich. 

A little further down the river, I observed 
another pit-fall broken open ; on going up to 
it, I found a young Zebra, three parts grown, 
caught in coming down to the river to drink. 
While standing admiring its beauty, a group 
of Bushmen approached ; one of them with a 
knobkerry, made from the horn of a Rhinceros, 
struck the Zebra a powerful blow, which 
killed it It was at once taken from the pit, 
and cut up ; each one carrying a portion to 
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the village. I should have been glad to have 
taken it alive, but in addition to being over 
1,000 miles from the frontier of the Colony, it 
would be a matter of great difficulty to convey 
it across the desert. 

At a small village that I visited coming 
down the Zonga, the natives were cooking 
the body of a large Snake in an earthen pot. 
Some of the women, I observed, had skeleton 
heads of Snakes, together with other trinkets 
as charms, which were worn round the neck. 
This was the first and only time, I had known 
any of the African tribes eat these repulsive 
reptiles. It is a frequent occurrence to eat 
Monkeys. I shot several of the latter, and 
gave to themj which were gladly accepted, and 
soon eaten. I procured several large Snake 
skins, twelve to eighteen feet long. 

On another occasion, I shot a couple of 
Babbits ; one I gave to the natives, reserving 
the other for myself for supper, skinning and 
cleaning it in the usual way. The Bushmen 
threw their's on the fire, just as it was shot; 
after remaining sufficiently long to bum the 
hair off, and warm it through, they ate it up, 
laughing heartily at me for being so pjirticu- 
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lar in washing it after being stinned. I did 
not enjoy my supper, as the fiUhy and de- 
gi-ading sight of their eating in the manner, 
just mentioned, was rather too much for me. 

July 3rd. — After several days' hard trek- 
king, my waggon broke down ; two of the 
iron bushes were worn out; at this, I was 
greatly perplexed, and did not know what 
in the world to do. New ones were not to 
be obtained, without sending back to Lake 
Ngami ; this would occupy nine days on foot, 
and then there would be the uncertainty of 
finding any spare ones that could be dispensed 
with. 

I determined to see if wooden ones could 
be substituted, and cut down a cameel-dom 
tree, the wood of which is moderately hard, 
and the best that could be procured for the 
purpose. 

The first one I flpoilt ; it took considerable 
time and labour to get them prepared ; at last 
I fitted a bush in, which wore well for several 
hours. Fresh ones had to be made to replace 
the others as fast as they wore out. The 
axle-trees were constantly smoking, the fric- 
tion being so gi'eat ; water had to be thrown on, 
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in order to prevent them setting fire. My at- 
tention was 80 much occupied with this matter 
for nearly a fortnight, I was unahle to procure 
many specimens of birds, &c. 

I shot a few hirds; amongst others the 
Great Adjutant, Grown Crane, Night Heron, 
and white Stoik. 

The Adjutant is a gigantic species of 
Stork, measuring nearly six feet from the 
tip of the bill to the toes. When in an 
ordinary erect posture, it stands four to 
iive feet high. The beak is of an enormous 
size, and the ge^pe wide, neck and head des- 
titute of feathers, sprinkled with hairs and 
down. This was the only specimen I saw. 
When shot down, a wing was broken ; I was in 
the act of killing it, with one foot on its breast, 
and my hand holding to the branch of a tree, 
when it turned up its enormous beak and bit 
the calf of my leg, causing considerable pain 
for several days. 

The Crown Crane (Balearica Pavonina) is 
distinguished by the presence of a lai^ 
spreading tuft of stiff, light brown, fibrous, 
brissly hairs on the back of the head ; also at 
the top of the head a tuft of black velvety 
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feathers. On each side of the head, is a naked 
akin, marked red and white; and a small 
wattle under the throat. It stands nearly 
foui' feet high. I saw several, and shot two. 

The Night Heron (Nyeticoras Europteus) 
is of a dark brown colour, white under the 
belly, and stands about two feet high. 

The white Stork stands about four feet 
high, plumage all white, with the exception of 
the lower portions of the wings, which are 
black ; they are extremely voracious. 

July 6th. — At midnight an unwelcome 
visitor paid me a visit. I had been reposing 
three or four hours by the watch fire ; on lift- 
ing up my head to look round, and see if all 
was right, I obsei-ved a large Panther at a 
distance of forty yards, gazing steadily at me. 
I quietly lifted my gun, which was always 
kept at night in readiness by my pillow ; the 
dogs perceiving this movement began to bark, 
and before I could take sight, the Panther 
scampered off, with the dogs in pursuit for a 
short distance, but soon returned. No doubt 
he purposed endeavouring to make an evening 
meal of myself, one of the attendants, or a 
dog; if so, happily his designs were frustrated. 

D,.;,l,ZDdbyG00gle 



BOERS PURCHASING SLAVES. 181 

Elephants and Rhinoceros' are very nnine- 
rous in this district, and come down regularly 
to the river for water. 

A party of natives that had come from the 
Lake, informed me that the Boers I had been 
in company with, had gone on towards the 
Lake, Elephant shooting. My opinion is, 
that their sole object was not to visit Lake 
Ngami, or go hunting, but that they were in 
search of a district, where a market for the 
Slave ti'ade could be opened. While I was 
with them, the Boers exchanged several Cows, 
brought with them, for Slaves ; and a Griqua 
exchanged a Slave for a dog. These were the 
first human beings I had seen sold as Slaves. 
They were principally boys, nine or ten years 
of age ; their countenances were sad, melan- 
choly, and miserable. The chief treats them as 
dogs ; they are not permitted to associate with 
the tribe they are under. I remonstrated with , 
the Boers and Griquas, for trafficking in hu- 
man flesh ; the only reply I received was, 
that their condition would be improved, and 
better cared for, than they would be with their 
own tribes. 

July 8th. — This morning I wounded a 
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BuiFfJo bull, and had a narrow escape with my 
life. Myself, one Griqua, and several Bush- 
men, went in the thicket of the wood, follow- 
ing the track, sprinkled with blood, until we 
came within thirty yards of him; he was 
grunting and groaning behind some bushes, 
savage as a wounded Lion. We crept steal- 
thily around the trees, endeavouring to give 
him another shot. On our near approach, he 
rushed towards us. The Griquas and Bush- 
men took to their heel8,instead of standing their 
ground, and shooting the Buffalo as he came 
on. It was a very unequal contest on foot to 
encounter a wounded Buffalo close upon me, 
therefore, I hastened to the nearest tree. 
While ascending, the animal rushed past, 
before I had time to give him another shot. 
We all descended from the trees, and heard 
him again in a thicket, near. The ground 
was of a sandy nature, and the bush so tall 
and thick, which made it dangerous to pursue 
him further ; having no dogs with us, and the 
natives not to be depended upon, I desisted 
from the chase. 

The favourite tactics of the woimded Buf- 
ialo are : to conceal himself in a thicket or 
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tehind some tall bush, listening attentively, 
and should any one pass near, it rushes out, 
and endeavours to gore him to death ; many 
lives have been lost in this manner. 

I started off in advance of the waggon on 
the 10th, and came across a troop of black 
Gnoos or Wildebeeste. Being protected by 
some rising ground, I stalked within fifty or 
sixty yards ; I fired, and two dropped dead. 
After skinning them, I found that only one 
had received the bullet. I can only account 
for the death of the second, (which was a cow 
heavy with calf,) on the supposition that it 
was frightened to death by the sudden report, 
together with the whizzing noise of the bullet. 
There was a trembling and convulsive move- 
ment of the muscles of the body, which tended 
to confirm this. 

We came to a Bushman village on the 12th. 
On going to pick some water melons, it was 
soon apparent that fever was very prevalent 
among the inhabitants •, many women, covered 
with scabs, were lying about helpless. I beai 
a hasty retreat, and at once inspanned. 

The next day being Sunday, we halted. I 
felt sick and feverish; my pulse beat very higL 
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It was a slight attack of fever. By keeping my- 
self quiet for two or tliree days, and with the aid 
of a little medicine, soon got all right again. 

On Monday night, another village was 
reached ; fever was prevalent here also. The 
old native teacher that was travelling with me, 
went and preached to the natives ; he was lis- 
tened to attentively. They afterwards brought 
him a qnantity of pumpkins and water melons, 
thus manifesting a friendly spirit. A large 
number of the villagers came round the wag- 
gon, covered with sores, looking dirty, degra- 
ded, and miserable. It was a sorrowful sight ; 
I only wish I could have relieved their suffer- 
ings. Our stay would have been prolonged a 
few days, had it not been for the fever. 

I had enjoyed good health up to this time 
since leaving theColony — the best preservative 
of which I found to be, plenty of exercise. 

My usual course was to set off early on 
foot in advance of the wa^on, with my gun, in 
search of game. Often I went a distance of 
twelve or fourteen miles, leaving the waggon 
track, and occasionally returning toitinordo" 
to keep within a moderate distance of the path. 
I rarely failed in securing some animids or birds. 
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In this way, I frequently wandered in the 
woods alone for hours. One morning, in com- 
ing down the Zouga, I came across a Bush- 
woman, that had fallen into one of their game 
pits. Two other women were endeavouring to 
extricate her ; on perceiving me approach to- 
wards them, they ran off screaming. When I 
reached the edge of the pit, she began dancing 
and bellowing with fright. An attempt being 
made to assist her out, she became more terri- 
fied, and would on no account permit me to 
touch her, consequently I was obliged to leave 
her in the pit. The pit-falls are so cleverly 
hidden, that the natives themselves are occa- 
sionally entrapped in them. 

In the afternoon of the same day, the wag- 
gon being outspanned, Z crossed the Zouga, 
and followed a troop of Pallahs (Antelope Me- 
lampus) in the woods ; and fired several long 
shots, which had no effect. I stalked round 
the bushes, endeavouring to get a near shot ; 
they I'an through a dried up pool, surromided 
by lofty trees. Crossing this, I caught sight 
of a magnificent Leopard, crouching on one 
of the branches ; I stepped back to the edge 
of the pool. Its eyes were still fixed upon 
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the Antelope. Being three miles from the 
river, in a forest, much fatigued, and the shades 
of evening rapidly approaching, I reluctantly 
gave up the pursuit of both Leopard and Ante- 
lopes. Had I have passed on under the tree, no 
doubt theLeopardwouldhavepounceduponme. 
This animal when wounded is as dangerous as 
the Lion. A young man named Orpen, the 
son of a Missionary, who was with Gordon 
Gumming, was fearfully bitten and lacerated 
by a large Leopard. I saw him in Colesberg — 
one hand was completely crippled. As it 
stood upon the branches of the tree, I thought 
this the prettiest animal I ever saw. A strik- 
ing contrast is presented between the Leo- 
pards roaming in the forest wilds and those 
in confinement. 

I was anxious to procure a good specimen 
of the Lechee, (Antelope Lechee,) a rare spe- 
cies of Antelope, recently discovered, and fre- 
quenting the Zouga. One day I saw a small 
troop, and calculated how one or two could be 
secured. I engaged a number of Bushmen, to 
turn them roimd to acertain point,where a good 
shot could be obtained. I succeeded in killing a 
fine ram, which was preserved. This amply re- 
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paid me for my trouble. The colour is of a 
lightish brown, horns beautifully elongated, 
amiulated, aud curved forwards ; it prcaenta a 
somewhat singular appearance when galloping 
off, with the head set low, almost on a level 
with the knees. The vicinity of rivers and 
streams are its favourite haimts. 

On our journey up the Zouga, we saw 
several Lechees at different parts, very wild 
and unapproachable. In coming down, I ob- 
tained at a Bakoba village the horns and 8lin 
of the Nakong, (Antelope Anderessoui). The 
horns are somewhat similar in shape to the 
Koodoo, (Strepsiceroa Kudu,) only much smal- 
ler. The hair is of a darkish brown, and 
much longer on the back than that of any 
other species of Antelope. I was informed 
that it had been procured a long way up the 
Tamunackle Biver, which runs into the Zouga. 

In coming down the Zouga, we had a 
plentiful supply of Francolins, Ducks, Guinea 
fowl, and had often two or three brace in the 
pot at one time ; these, with a small quantity 
of Kaffir com and a few beans, made an ex- 
cellent soup. 

We left the Zouga on the 15th, proceeding 
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to re-cross the Great Kaliharri Desert; two 
days' journey brought us to Nchokotsa, from 
thence we proceeded to Mokokonyani, which 
occupied the same period of time. I lay in 
ambush by the fountain all night, and shot a 
black Wildebeeste. 

The day after our arrival, two Englishmen 
arrived at these waters, going up to the Lake. 
In coming through this desert, their sufferings 
had been most intense, arising from want of 
water. Guides had been hired from the Ba- 
mangwato chief; these guides deserted them in 
the desert, probably having rec-eived orders 
from the chief Sekhomi to do so. Sckhomi bad 
on other occasions done all he could to prevent 
other travellers or traders proceeding to the 
tribes beyond his territory, lest their military 
strength should be increased, by the purchase 
of fire arms and ammunition from the trader, 
thus rendering them more powerful for attack 
or defence. The poor brutes of oxen had been 
four days without water. There was not 
sufficient water at this fountain for Hxe oxen, so 
we all set to work and emptied the mud from 
the pit, which pressed upon the spring. In 
the morning there was a plentiful supply. 
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The two Englishmen on reaching so near 
the Zouga, felt that their sufferings and priva- 
tions were at an end. Exaggerated statements 
had been freely made by the natives, as to 
the distance of the waters from each other in 
the desert. 

On the 24th, they left Mokokonyani, and 
proceeded on their journey to the Lake ; five 
days after, we also left the same place, and 
with three days' hard trekking, through the 
most arid portion of the desert, reached 
the next water, named Kewan, on the 1st of 
August. 

The Griquas shot an Eland (Boselaphus 
Oreas) on the way, the flesh of which is con- 
sidered greatly superior to beef. This afforded 
an excellent supply of fresh meat for two or 
three days, which was very acceptable in the 
desert. This gigantic animal stands six feet 
high to the shoulder; length, nine feet from 
the nose to the root of the tail. The horns are 
nearly straight, have a spiral ridge, and sharp 
pointed at the end; a bunch of long, dark brown 
hair distinguishes the forehead. It can live 
for weeks and months without water, and gets 
80 enormously fat, while roaming in the desert 
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wilds, that it can be rode down with compari- 
tive ease hy a fleet horse. 

After giving our oxen one day's rest, we 
resumed our journey ; two days' and two 
nights' hard trekking brought us to Can, a small 
water station. There was not sufficient water 
for more than half the oxen ; the other half 
were sent forward to Lobotani, or Great Water ; 
this was nearly a day's journey. The fountain 
was found nearly dried up. What little water 
there was, was thick and muddy, yet the thirsty 
animals gladly drank it. The oxen were 
brought back, and a little before snn-set we all 
aiTived at Lobotani. Hundreds of flat-headed 
tish were floundering abont in the mud; with 
a Kaffir assaigai, I speared sufficient for pre- 
sent use. They were good eating and verj' 
palatable. An attempt was made to procure 
more water by throwing out the mud ; this was 
soon found too laborious a task, as the pressure 
of mud had nearly stopped up the spring. It 
was, therefore, necessary to push on to the next 
water,di8tant two days' journey. On the 7th, we 
arrived at Bamangwato, a town, like most other 
Kaffir and Bechuana towns, standing at the 
foot of a long chain of mountains, so that in 
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case of an attack, in which the inhabitants are 
overpowered, refuge can be taken in the moun- 
tain fastnesses. 

Before reaching Bamangwato, some of 
Sekhomi's people stole one of the most valu- 
able of my dogs. I complained to the chief, 
and sought to have it returned ; he de- 
manded five pounds weight or a bag of powder, 
previous to ordering its return. I told him 
there was not that quantity to spare, it was a 
most unreasonable request, and that it was very 
mean for a pei-son in his position to take advan- 
tage of a white man while travelling through 
his country ; this made him furious. He began 
abbcring to his counsellors, and told me not to 
forget myself, as I was entirely in his power. 
I replied, that he could do as he pleased with 
me, but must take the consequences, should he 
direct any harm to befall me. We ceased par- 
leying ; I returned to the waggon without the 
dog, refusing to pay the exorbitant demand for 
what had been stolen. The usual course pursued 
by the chief, in seeking revenge of a person 
who has rendered himself obnoxiousj is, to send 
a small number of warriors to waylay and 
kill him. My interpreter entertained fears for 
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my safety, and congratulated me on my escape; 
expressing an opinion, that no other person 
would have dared to have said so much to this 
great chief. I suhsequently felt sorry for 
the expressions used, which I attribute to 
being irritated and vexed at his mean re- 
quest. 

Sekhomi is a man of middle height, about 
thirty-six years of age. A peculiar feature in 
his countenance is, having a wall eye, which 
gives him the look of a man with roguish pro- 
pensities. The distinguishing traits of his char- 
acter are, treachery and deceit ; yet he is a man 
possessing considerable influence, and is feared 
both by his own and other tribes. 

At Bamangwato, I met Mr. Moyle, whose 
companion was devoured by a Crocodile in the 
Zouga the preceding yenr. Another English- 
man accompanied him, both waiting for per- 
mission from Sekhomi, to proceed throngh his 
territory towards Lake Ngami. The chief 
wanted a present of two horses; this they 
refused to accede to : ultimately a present of 
much less value was accepted, and they pro- 
ceeded on their journey. I was informed by 
tbem, that three of their oxen were destroyed 
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bj Lions on the way from Colesbei^ to Ba- 
mangwata 

We left Bamangwato on the 8th, reaching 
Gollohell on the lOth, and halted for a day to 
Tecniitthestreng^of our oxen; leaving on the 
12th, passing Mashaie and Lapepi, arriving on 
the 18th, at Boatlanami. In this district I heard 
more Lions roaring at night, than at any other 
portion of my journeys. The night previous 
to our arrival, a troop of Lions came in im- 
mediate proximity to the waggon ; game being 
abundant, they did not commit any depreda- 
tions upon our live stock. I sat up nearly all 
night by the watch fires ; the terrible roar of 
Lions reverberating through the forest, and the 
howling of Hyenas and Jackals prevented the 
possibility of sleeping. The oxen were tied 
to the waggon, and were restless all night, 
pulling, twitching, and thrusting their horns 
against each other. No sleep could be ob- 
tained in the waggon. 

As a rule, I preferred sleeping on the 
ground when the weather was favourable, 
and could always sleep better, when exposed 
to the night breezes. My bedding con- 
sisted of a blanket and kaross, the latter 
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made from several Jackals' skins, sewn 
together. 

A party of Boers, that I had come iu con- 
tact with, related the following incident: — 
While travelling along the waggon path, the 
foot-prints of a Lion were observed trailing 
something after it. Following the track for 
about half-a-mile, the Lion bad left the path 
and turned into the forest. On coming up to 
the animal, he was devouring a young Bush- 
woman, one side of her body was eaten away. 
The Lion charged upon their approach, but 
the Boers were too expert for him ; they shot 
him dead as he was bounding towards them. 
The village where the Lion had taken the 
Bushwoman from, was found deserted ; the 
inhabitants took to flight on seeing the tragedy 
that was being enacted. The Boers buried the 
remains, and left the village. 

The Lions most dreaded by the natives, 
and which cause the greatest destruction to 
human life, are the old ones ; that have not 
sufficient strength to overpower the larger 
animals, upon which they principally subsist. 
Pressed with hunger, the Lion generally has. 
no hesitation in attacking either man or beast. 
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When feasting upon its prey the Lion has 
also a great objection to be disturbed. As an 
instance, the following incident was related to 
me by a Missionary : — A Lion havii^ killed a 
Ba£Ealo, a Bechuana woman caught sight of 
him, while feeding on the animal, and hid be- 
hind the bushes, watching his movements, 
until hia appetite was appeased. The Lion 
tlien left the Buffalo, retreating towards the 
neighbouriug mountain. She at length ven- 
tured to tlie remains of the Buffalo, and when 
in the act of cutting a portion of the meat to 
take with her, the keen eye of the Lion dis- 
covered her, and at once came down lacerating 
her so fearfully, that life must soon have been 
extinct. A party of natives found the dead body 
soon afterwai-ds. This illustrates the danger 
and risk the natives will incur in order to ob- 
tain flesh meat. 

We left Boatlanami on the 2l8t, arriving 
at Kopeng, where we found the spring stopped 
up with mud. The men set to work at night, 
and cleared it out, anticipating a good supply 
in the morning, but were disappointed. Two 
Rhinoceros' and a Lion during the night visit- 
ed the fountain, and drank it nearly dry. The 
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spring being very weak, it was necessary to 
hasten on to the next water. At sun-set we 
reached Locackin, and the following day ar- 
rived back at Kolobeng. 

On the route from Bamangwato to Kolo- 
beng, I shot a variety of birds; amongst others, 
the Red-breasted Shrike, Sand Grouse or Na- 
maqua Partridges, also several varieties of 
Thrushes. Between these twotowns is the only 
part of South Africa, where I saw the Red- 
breasted Shrike, a description of which has 
ah"eady been given. Numbers of Eagles were 
seen in different parts of our route near waters, 
hovering about high up in the air. 

I found Kolobeng nearly deserted on my 
arrival. Koselensi, Sechele's brother, for 
some time had the management of a section 
of the Bakwains located about ten miles 
from Kolobeng. Sechele, with the inhabi- 
tants of Kolobeng, removed to that place, 
which possessed several advantages over Ko- 
lobeng. Game was more plentiful, the soil 
more fertile and productive ; the situation was 
also superior, being near to some scraggy, 
rocky hills, and consequently better adapted 
for defence in case of attack. A native 
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teacher with a few natives were left be- 
hind. 

Daring the time I remfuned at the town, 
the evenings appeared long, in comparison 
to what they did before leaving for the 
Lake. In place of the singing, dancing, clap- 
ing of hands, &c., nothing was heard except 
the Lions, Wolves, and Jackals, in their 
nightly rounds, and their voices re-echoed by 
the mountains. Large numbers of varions 
kinds of game came regularly to drink ; before 
Sechele left, I had to go several miles before 
meeting with any game. 

The Lions now have fine sport at the Ko- 
lobeng Biver ; bat his Majesty is not content 
with game alone, frequently the cattle are at- 
tacked in open day; they felled three oxen 
and one cow, a few days ago, close by the almost 
deserted town. The man in charge witnessed 
the attack, and ran to the post giving an alarm; 
two brothers went to the spot on horseback, 
when an old Lioness stood at bay, as if inclined 
to fight ; she came bounding forwards, with 
head erect, and lashing her sides with her tul; 
at her approach, the two natives, with unasual 
pluck and braveiy, shot her dead. 
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Two days after my arrival, I was walking 
alone by the Kolobeng River, when a Panther 
was perceived creeping in the long rashes and 
grass. There was nothing in my gun but shot ; 
by getting a close shot I thought there was a 
probability of shooting it ; for a moment he 
disappeared from my view ; I ran to the place 
where it was last seen, and threw several stones 
into the grass. It leaped out ; I let fly, some 
of the shots lodged in the hind quarters. It 
went off limping towards the mountain; having 
no dogs I did not like to venture in pursuit so 
far, lest the Panther should have company 
there. 

On September 4th, I received a letter per 
courier from the Rev. R. Edwards, Missionary 
at Mabotsa, expressing a wish that I would 
come over to his Station, and that there was a 
probability of my hiring a waggon there, to 
proceed on to the Colony. I went over on 
oxback, a distance of eighty miles, and was 
sadly disappointed at my inability to procnre 
a waggon. My agreement with the Griqua for 
the hire of his waggon terminated on reaching 
Kolobeng. Mr. Edwards sti'ongly pressed me 
to have my collection sent on from Kolobeng, 
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and wait at Mabotga, till I could get suited 
with a waggon. I returned to Kolobeng for 
that purpose ; while there, arrangements were 
made withanativeteacberpossessedof oxen and 
a waggon, to proceed to the Colony, accompa- 
nied by his eon and two natives. My pre- 
parations were nearly completed, when intelli- 
gence arrived respecting the Kaffir war, raging 
on the frontier of the Colony, creating alarm 
and couBtemation. The native teacher was 
apprehensive of the probability of being cap- 
tured by some marauding party of Hottentots 
or Kaffirs, and refused to caiTy out his agree- 
ment to proceed to the Colony. These disap- 
pointments caused me many sleepless nights. 

I had now been more than twelve months 
from the Colony, where the greater portion 
of my collection of birds, animals, &c., had 
been left and packed up. I was afraid the 
specimens would be spoiled, as a portion had 
not been sufficiently dried previous to packing. 

I sent over to Mr. Edwards, informing 
him of the impleasant position in which I was 
placed ; he kindly sent his w^gon to Kolo- 
beng. In this I took my collection to Ma- 
botsa. A few days before starting, I visited 
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the BakwuDB at their new town. When Dr. 
LiTingBtone was at Kolobeng, 8echele, the 
chief, was a member of the Church, and was 
desirous that the whole of his tribe should 
embrace Christianity also. Since the Mission 
Station has been broken up, the tribe appears 
to have relapsed into their old practices. I 
paid a farewell visit to Sechele. The day 
after my departure, a native was barbarously 
murdered on suspicion of having bewitched 
the chiefs brother into the path of a Lion 
that had bitten him badly. Roselensi, with 
a f^w attendants, were collecting skins of 
animalB from the varied outposts. During 
the tour, a game-pit was observed broken 
open. The chiers brother was the first to 
approach the pit, when suddenly a Lion, that 
was devooring a Wildebeest that had been en- 
trapped, sprang out, and bit him severely on 
the shoulder and arm, afterwards getting 
clear away. Koselensi accompanied me back 
to Kolobeng, and exhibited to me the wounds 
received, which were now healing up. The 
wife and child of the murdered man would 
have been put to death also, had it not been 
for the interposition of a native teacher. By 
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entreaties and tearB, appealing to tlie chiefs 
clemency, he was induced to spare their lives. 
The man was quietly taken out of town under 
a felse pretence, and then shot. 

The full extent of the cruelties practised 
by many tribes in the interior is unknown ; 
even at those Stations where Missionaries are 
labouring, the natives hide as much as possi- 
ble from him, when they find it good policy 
to keep on good terms with the Missionary. 
When these barbarities are inflicted, publi- 
city is avoided, and secrecy observed to a 
great extent. 

Mr. Edwards related the following inci- 
dent, which illustrates the cruelties practised 
even for trivial matters : — The chief of Ma- 
botsa, some years ago, caused a man and his 
wife to be put to death. The crime was for 
stealing a few heads of Kaffir com belonging 
to the chief. Information respecting the tra- 
gedy that was about to be enacted, was con- 
veyed to the Missionary; he proceeded 
without delay to the chief, and was in the 
act of imploring mercy for the poor wretches, 
when one of the executioners came up, saying, 
*' It is done, my lord, what must be done with 
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the bodies ?" The chiefs reply was, that they 
were to be left for the eagles and wUd animals 
to devour. On hearing this, Mr. E. turned 
away in disgust. The unfortunate parents 
had left one child, which would have perished, 
had not the Missionary interposed on its be- 
half. He requested permission to take the 
child and rear it. The selfish chief sent word 
that it might be had if a certain price was 
paid. Of course the Missionary declined to 
entertain the idea of purchasing it. At 
length the chief consented for the child to be 
placed under Mr. E.'s care. It became such 
a notorious thief, that it was ultimately 
handed over to a Griqua member of the 
Church at a distant Station. 

The chief heard that the Missionary was 
shocked at such a brutal occurrence at his 
Station. He came down to the Mission 
house, expressing sorrow for what had oc- 
curred, and palliated his fault by saying, that 
he could not overrule the decision of the 
court, declaring at the same time, that it 
should not occur again. A sheep was sent 
down, in hopes of appeasing the anger of the 
Missionary, and cause him to be on friendly 
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terms s^ain; the present, however, was de- 
clined. 

When the natives commit a misdemeanor, 
or cause offence in any way, there are 
several modes of punishment, one of which 
is usually adopted: Ist, to be put to death; 
2nd, to be banished from the tribe, where 
they are treated as slaves ; 3rd, the whole of 
their cattle confiscated. 

September 20. — On arriving at Mabotsa, 
further intelligence was received, respecting 
the war raging between the Colonists, Hotten- 
tots, and Kaffirs. Farmers on the borders of 
the frontier suffered most severely j the rebels 
stole their oxen with impunity. Provisions 
could not be obtained except at exorbitant 
prices; and the Colony was in an awfiil 
condition. 

Although now more than 200 miles from 
the borders of the Colony, there are tumults 
and rumours of war ; symptoms of a coming 
attack from the Boers upon the Bechuanas 
are perceived. Every day we expect to see 
the commencement of a bloody war be- 
fore our eyes — the strong attacking the 
weak. 
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The Boera, who have bo long tyrannised 
over the Bechuanas, appear almost to have 
gained their long sought for point of using 
them as slaves. 

A few weeks prior to this, the Boers had 
considerahle losses in cattle, in a war with 
Mahura, and they were apparently determined 
to replace the loss at the expense of other tribes. 

A day was appointed to attack Sechele, 
the principal chief of the Bakwalns, at his 
new town. He is well known as the 
possessor of large herds of cattle, liberal and 
enlightened in his views. 

Two reasons were assigned by the Boers 
for commencing the war, viz. : Sechele's 
partiality displayed towards Englishmen, and 
his refusal to send the number of men to 
work as slaves, which the Boers had on 
various occasions demanded. Some reluct- 
ance was manifested in attacking Sechele, 
the Boers being aware that he was tolerably 
well supplied with implements of war. 
While preparations were going forward, a 
party of English hunters visited the town; 
Sechele kindly furnished them with guides, 
giving directions what route to take, and 
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hastened them away in order to avoid coming 
in attack with the Boers, and being plundered 
of all they had in their possesaion. 

After mature consideration, the Boers 
resolved not to carry out their threat of 
invasion. It was reported in a few days 
that the Boers were in pursuit of the hunters, 
but failed to overtime them. 

While at the Mission Station at Mabotsa, 
the field comet &om the Boers' settlement 
paid us a visit; our conversation turned upon 
the state of affairs of the country, and the 
oppression carried on by the Boers toward 
the native tribes. I expressed an opinion 
that the day was not far distant when the 
British Qt)vemment wonld extend its sove- 
reignty over the Bechuana country, if not to 
the Great Lake. He trembled with rage, 
and said, they (the Boers) did not care for 
the British Government, and possessed the 
right to govern that part of the country, 
having driven the great warrior Mosillakatsi, 
out of the Bechuana country. The dis- 
cussion on this point ceased, and we parted 
apparently good friends. An argent invitation 
was given for me to spend a short time at 



by Google 



206 THE BOEBS AND MISSIONARIES. 

their settlement, in the Mareco country. I 
made plausible excuses, as the thought oc- 
curred to my mind diat there might be a 
plot to entrap me. 

September 26. — ^The Boers are again 
sending threatening messages to various 
chiefs, amongst others, to Mosielely, chief of 
the Bakatlas, stating that if the demand for 
men was not complied with, he must abide 
by the consequences. The Missionary remon- 
strated with them, and pointed out the law- 
lessness and injustice of their demands, and 
exerted himself to the utmost of his ability in 
persuading the Boers to live in peace and 
amity with the natives. A letter was received 
from the authorities of the Boers at their 
head-quarters, In reply, the substance of 
which was as follows : — " It is not our inten- 
tion to attack Mosiejely at present. We have 
received two men from him, and if ten more 
are sent within three days from this date, we 
will call him our friend. Another chief has 
informed us, that Mosielely declares that before 
sending any more of his people he will resist 
our attack. Poor baboon I be does not know 
what war is." 
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The brutality of the Boers towards the na- 
tives that are supplied to them, is well known; 
consequently, it is with great reluctance they 
go, even when commanded by the chief. The 
following instance of ill treatment is a fair 
specimen of everyday occurrence: — A party 
of Boers were out hunting, goats were taken 
with them, to give a supply of milk ; the na- 
tive in charge permitted the goats to stray. A 
Boer tied him to the waggon wheel with an 
ox rheim, thrashed him with a jamboc or whip 
of Rhinoceros' hide, until his back was quite 
raw, and cut in a dreadful manner ; the brute 
then rubbed the wounds with salt. At the 
end of September a native died from the eflfects 
of similar treatment. All the Bechuana tribes 
would gladly be freed, if possible, from the op- 
pression of the Boers. 

On the 20tb of October, several Mission- 
aries and chiefs of various tribes, assembled 
to deliberate and decide upon the course to be 
adopted towards the Boers. The decision 
unanimously arrived at, was, that the ehieft 
preferred leaving their present territory, and 
going away beyond the Kaliharri Desert, rather 
than aubmit to the tyranny of their oppressors. 



by Google 



308 ATTACK OS THE BAKASOTSl TBIBE. 

In case of a removal, it would be an exceed- 
ingly hard case for the Missionaries to have 
the Station broken np, after labouring for 
many years, erecting a Mission house, School 
honse^ &c, &c. 

The last week in October was one of ex- 
citement A section of the Bakarotsi tribe, 
that had been living onder Mahora, made 
their escape, and settied near Mabotsa. The 
Boers were dissatisfied at this, and commanded 
them to remove to imother part of the coontiy 
alloted to them, ataated near their own set- 
tlement The chiefMaglilely refused to comply 
witili this request The policy of the Boers 
was, to divide and keep the tribes as far asun- 
der as possible, in order to prevent their 
uniting together for aggressive or def^imve 
purposes. A day was appointed to enforce 
submission ; eighty-two Boers arrived at night 
on horseback with guns ; small detachments 
were formed, and the town surrounded to pre- 
vent any from escaping. Despite dieir vigi- 
lence,manyescapedf thechiefs son amongst &e 
number. Many women and children came 
running and screaming to the Mission Station 
at Mabotaa for protection, thinking the Boers 
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were going to kill them. The nest day, the 
Boers took some of the leading men of the 
tribe, to guide them to the outposts. Over 
1,000 head of cattle were bronght in, and taken 
possession of; no alternative was left but sub- 
mission. Their weapons of defence were verj' 
scanty and limited. When the cattle were 
secured, a note was sent to the chief Mosielely, 
at Mabotsa, through the Missionary, stating 
that if the people and cattle that had escaped, 
were not immediately given up, he would be 
served in a similar manner. Mr. Edwards in- 
terpreted the letter (written in Dutch) to the 
chief, the contents of which gi*eatly excited 
him. No objection was raised by the chief to 
sending the men back, as they belonged to 
another tribe. He did not wish to have his cat- 
tle stolen, and his people left destitute on their 
account ; as would have been the case, had he 
offered resistance and been defeated. When 
deprived of their cattle, they are deprived of 
all they possess of much value. The next 
morning, the men, women, and children, with 
a few cattle, were sent off, presenting a pitiful 
sight, the women in particular, weeping bit- 
terly. MaglalUis' brother, in addition to his 
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son, with a few followers, had escaped with a 
quantity of cattle. I saw him about sixteen 
montheago. Then,hewa8afine,stalwart,stout, 
good looking coloured man. A strange con- 
trast was now visible, his form presented an 
emaciated appearance. I advised him by all 
means to make his escape to some other tribe, 
which be did the following morning. I heard 
nothing more of him. 

I shall ever feel grateful to Mr. Edwards 
and his amiable wife, for the kindness shown 
to me while at Mabotsa. The wives of Mis- 
sionaries demand as much or more sympathy 
than the Missionaries. They are entirely 
separated from all congenial society, and act 
the part of Missionary to a large extent. Tbe 
young children are instructed in the rudiments 
of education and civilization, tbe wants of the 
sick attended to, and various kinds of work 
performed, which they would not think of 
doing in England. An unpleasant odour 
emanates from the bodies of the natives, and 
insects are often crawling about their person, 
which would cause many to forsake such a 
field of labour, unless sustained by noble and 
enduring principles. 

D,.;,l,ZDdbyG00gle 



TUE BAKATLA COUNTRY. 211 

The comitiy of the Bakatlas is one of 
surpassing beauty, more lovely and pic- 
turesque than any part of Africa I had 
passed through. It is bounded by lofty 
mountains, with a broad level plain, thickly 
wooded, extending from east to west, with 
portions of open space at intervals. A con- 
siderable extent of land around Mabotsa, the 
principal town of the Bakatlas, is cultivated 
by the women ; the principal articles of 
produce being Kaffir com, maize, and 
melons. I have seen crops in various stages ; 
when the corn was green and the women 
hoeing it ; also, when ripe, ready for gather- 
ing in. 

Mosielely, chief of the Bakatlas, is a man 
about forty years of f^, middle stature, 
and unassuming in his demeanour. The 
Bakatlas are much more industrious, and 
possess more ingenuity than many tribes. 
Iron ore is found in abundance in the sur- 
rounding moontains; the natives procure 
this, and smelt it in small mud furnaces. 
A rude kind of bellows is made from two 
skin bladders, fastened to the horn of a 
Gremsboc, through which the air is conveyed 
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to the fire. The person using the bellows 
sqtiats down between the two bladders, 
pressing one with each hand. The anvil is 
veiy simple, consisting of a large stone; a 
small stone answers the purpose of a hammer. 
With these rude implements, it is astonishing 
what &ir work they manufacture, in the 
shape of battle-axes, assaigais, and tools for 
field work. They also ingeniously carre wood, 
into ladles, spoons, bowls, &c. A quantity 
of these articles is manufactured to dispose 
of to other tribes. 

The Bechuana tribes are very partial to 
giving glowing descriptions of their bravery 
and courage, at the same time ezhibitiDg the 
soars and wounds received in battle. 

One evening, while sitting round the 
watch fires, directing their conversation to me, 
a native remarked that a white man could not 
endure so much pain, receive such fearful 
wounds, and yet siurive. I replied that die 
white man was very sensitive to pain, but, if 
necessary, would sacrifice his life in cases of 
emergency, rather than turn coward. The 
enunciation of this statement startled them. 
With a pin in my hand about 1^ inches long, 
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I asked, in a joking manner, if they would 
do as I did. Oh yes, was the immediate 
reaponae ; anything the white man can stand 
or suffer we can. All eyes were turned 
towards me; I turned up the leg of my 
trowsers, inserting the pin np to the head 
in the calf of my leg. Some of them imme- 
diately ran away, others stood bewildered, 
gazing at each other in blank astonishment 
On being requested to withdraw the pin, they 
jabbered away, and flatly refused to touch it. 
This little incident led them to believe that 
the white man could endure equal pain and 
hardship to themselves, and probably as 
much scalping and tomahawking. Certainly 
many of them show fearful cuts and scars 
received in battle. Subsequent to this inci- 
dent, there was not so much boasting in my 
presence. The insertion of a pin in the place 
mentioned gives but little pain, after passing 
the outer skin. 

The following lines were penned by a 
traveller passing through this beautiful vale, 
which we often simg by the night fires, ac- 
companied by my violin, to the great amuse- 
ment of the natives : — 



by Google 



21* LINES ON THE BAKATLA COUNTRY. 

THE SHORT CLAY PIPE. 

Tmm—The Bravt Old Oat. 

Then here's to the pipe, the short clay pipe, that bus 

wafted its odours BTOimd, 
It makes the warm blood flow, when the keen winds blow, 

and the hoai'&ost bespangles the ground. 
When the day is done, and the trusty gun has ended ite 

work of death ; 
When each star peeps, and the tired ox sleeps, we listen 

to his long drawn breath ; 
When the Owl flits by, and the Jackal's cry is heard on 

the still air of night ; 
When the grim Wolf howls, and the Bush-king prowls, 
the short clay bums sweetly and bright 

Chords : — ^Then here's to the pipe, the short clay 
pipe, that has wafted its odours around ; 
It makes the warm blood flow, when the keen winds blow, 

and the hoar-frost bespangles the ground. 
It saw the far wilds, where rough earth's piled, that 

girdles Bakatla's vale j 
Here nature sits queen, in her forest green, and the 

Bnfialo lows on the gale. 
It was there in its pride, when the Gitafie died, and hia 

giant form laid in the dust ; 
Let strangers afar, boast their primest cigar, hut the short 
clay's the friend I trust. 

CHORtia : — Then here's to the pipe, the short clay 

pipe, that has wafted its odours around ; 
It makes the warm blood flow, when the keen winds 
And the hoar-frost bespangles the ground, [blow, 
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During my stay at Mabotsa, my time 
was principally occupied in making short 
excursions in the vicinity, collecting birds 
and rare animals. I also frequently accom- 
panied Mr. Edwards, the Missionary, in his 
periodical visits to portions of scattered tribes. 
We usually travelled in a two-wheeled con- 
veyance, made by himself, drawn by four 
oxen or more, according to the length of the 
journey, and the condition of the country to 
pass over. Few Missionaries, I think, have 
devoted themselves with gi-eater energy to 
the cause they represent than Mr. E., or done 
more towards erecting IVIission Stations, 
Schools, &c. 

I was anxious to procure a specimen of 
the Sable Antelope, and often went into the 
Bakatla mountains, accompanied by two na- 
tives, in search of this animal, but failed to 
procure any. This is an extremely shy and 
timid creature, but fierce when wounded. It 
inhabits the mountain ranges. Subsequently, 
I procureda complete skin from the Missionary. 
I shot several Fallahs, Sassabees, (Acronotus 
Lanata,) or Bastard Hartebeeste. The latter 
stands four to five feet high, is somewhat 
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smaller and darker in colour tlian the com- 
mon Hartebeests, and is occasionally found 
associating witt them. Several heads I pre- 
served. The Gemaboc and other rare species 
of Antelope, that had been caught in pit-falls, 
I procnred from the natives. The head of an 
exceedingly rare species, called the Aquine 
Antelope, I obtained while at Mabotsa firom 
some natives that had procared it from the 
far interior. Many of the birds procured in 
this neighbourhood, I had never seen before. 

Antelopes sometimes get clear away after 
being mortally wounded, unless there are 
dogs to follow them up. The other day I 
shot a Sassabe ; it was struggling on the 
ground, with apparently little life in it. I put 
down my gun at a short distance, and ran up 
to it ; when holding its head back by the 
horns, with knife in hand to cut its throat, it 
scrfmibled about, succeeded in getting on its 
legs, and ran away, before I had time to reach 
my gun, and give it another shot. The baU 
struck high in the shoulder, from which the 
blood was streaming down ; I followed on the 
bloody track for upwards of a mile, and then 
gave up the chase. 
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A similar incident occurred to a friend of 
mine. He had shot down a female Koodoo ; 
its life's blood was ebbing fast ; my friend was 
very thirsty, after being exposed to the rays 
of the sun a long time, in stalking round the 
Koodoo, and went up to it, in order to suck the 
milk from the teats ; while in the act, the ani- 
mal struck out, leaving him sprawling on the 
ground, and escaped. 

When the shot does not take immediate 
deadly effect, the animal is stunned, and re- 
vives again in some measure, getting away, 
but ultimately falls a prey to the reamers of 
the forest. 

Eetuming to the Station on one occasion 
from a hunting excursion, I saw what ap- 
peared in the distance to be a huge Snake, 
crawl up the trunk of an old rotten tree, I 
ran to the spot, placed my gun on the ground, 
putting my hand up the tree, I got hold of 
the tail, and held on till the natives came 
up ; with much persuasion I induced them to 
assist me in pulling it out ; our united efforts 
failed to make it relax its hold. A glance up 
the tree revealed a hole about three inches wide 
and five feet from the bottom. I stood on a pro- 



by Google 



jecting stump, and distinctly saw the belly 
portion through the aperture ; it appeared to 
be a Snake four or five inches thick. While 
the natives were still holding to the tail, I 
placed the muzzle of my gun to the tree, and 
fired ; blood trickling down on their hands and 
arms caused them to let go their hold and run, 
refusing to return till I had drawn the monster 
from the tree; to my utter astonishment it 
proved to be a Guana Lizard six feet long. 
It was shot so badly, as to be worthless as a 
specimen. 

Another circumstance occurred at mid- 
day. Travelling through the forest, I came 
to a part where the rotten trees strewed the 
path in considerable numbers, probably struck 
down by the fierce lightning, or uprooted by 
some mighty tempest. Striding over one of 
these trunks, I trod right in the coil of a Snake, 
basking in the sun. I did not perceive it till 
my foot was nearly down, which caused me to 
shudder for a moment. It immediately crawled 
away, hiding in the rotten branches and leaves. 
Had I have trodden on its body, probably an 
unpleasant bite would have been the result. It 
was as thick as my wrist, about ten feet long, 
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and from what I saw, I think it must have 
been a young boa, which are not poisonous. 

The Bushmen, and other tribes in the in- 
terior, have a superstitious notion that Snakes 
exercise an influence over their destiny, conse- 
quently, wherever this reptile is met with in a 
dormant state, after gorging itself with food, the 
natives conceal it carefully with grass, bushes, 
and small brambles, to protect it from harm. 

A marked contrast is presented in the 
treatment of these reptiles by the natives on 
the Zouga, where it is a common occurrence 
for them to be eaten as food. 

When a person is bitten by a poisonous 
Snake, the natives in some parts resort to a 
singular expedient as a supposed remedy. 
A conunon fowl is cut open alive down the 
breast, the breast while palpitating applied 
to the bitten part ; this is believed to extract 
the poison.** 

* A somewhat Bimilar method is practised by the 
iiatives iu Honduras, towards a person on the point of 
death. A pigeon is cut open in like manner to the fowl, 
and applied to the pulse of the dying person ; of coune 
I never saw any one restored to health by this treatment. 
The natives, however, stoutly assert that it has proved 
efficacious in many instaacea. 
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The Bushmen probably are the most 
degraded of all the Afric-an race ; still they 
are not devoid of feeling and affection to- 
wards each other. For example : — A Bush- 
man, one of our followers, about forty-six 
years of age, but who looked nearly sixty, 
from the hard life he had led; almost one 
of the ugliest men in creation, and usually 
designated "Old Fix." When sitting by 
the night fires he often appeared as if some 
heavy sorrow burdened his mind. When 
I played on the violin some plaintive air, 
the big tears would roU down his cheeks. 
On being asked the cause of his apparent 
grief, he said that the Hottentots had stolen 
his " fraw," or wife, and clapping his hands 
to his breast, said that his heart was very 
sore. I cheered him up fi^quently, by giv- 
ing him a few cigars, which he crumbled 
to pieces, and smoked in a primitive bone 
pipe, made from the shank bone of the 
goat. 

December 8. — I succeeded in hiring a 
waggon and three followers, and took leave 
of the excellent Missionary at Mabotsa and 
his family, Mosielely, the chief, and the prin- 
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cipal men of the tribe 5 then made a start for 
the Colony, arriving late in the afternoon at 
a section of the Bakarutsi tribe. 

Mr. English, the Missionary, stationed 
there, gave me a hearty welcome. The Mis- 
sionaries at the various Stations, situated as 
they are among mde and uncivilized tribes, 
are always extremely glad to meet with Euro- 
peans passing through their Stations, and will 
gladly impart all the information they know, 
respecting the various routes, &c., also assist 
in securing falthfol attendants. 

In the evening I went up into the village, 
in company with Mr. English, to see a native 
that had been fearfully bitten by a Lion on 
the previous day. His arms, legs, and back 
were dreadfully lacerated, and it appeared 
impossible for him long to survive; there waa 
a wound In the back, suf&ciently large to place 
my two fingers in, which slightly opened and 
closed with the man's breathing. 

As usual, when the Lion charged upon 
this man, his companions took to flight, and 
though each of them bad a gun, some climbed 
up into trees. In such cases the Lion gene- 
rally manages to catch one or more, whereaa, 
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if they had sufficient courage to stand, as the 
fjion comes on, no doubt he would be shot 
dead. Dr. Livingstone, when at Mabotsa, 
the Station I had just left, had a narrow 
escape, on account of the timidity of the na- 
tives. He was out with a large party of 
them, endeavouring to destroy some Lions 
that had committed sad havoc amongst the 
herds at the Station. On approaching the 
Lions, Dr. L. expected that they would all 
Ktand firm, and shoot or spear the Lion in 
case of a close attack. He fired both barrels, 
when the Lion sprang and threw him to the 
ground, broke his arm, and otherwise injured 
him. Some of the natives ran away, a few re- 
mained, and threw their spears, while others shot 
the Lion, which in a few moments expired. 
Dr. L. was an invalid for several months, aris- 
ing from injuries received on that occasion. 

On the Uth, I arrived at the couDtrj- of 
the Baralongs, where there is a Station be- 
longing to the Wesleyans — a German minister 
filling the office of Missionary. This is a large 
tribe, very rich in cattle. I bartered with the 
natives for some battle-axes, knobkerries, and 
ornaments of various kinds, worn upon their 
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person, to increase my collection of curiosities 
obtained from other tribes. The Missionary 
being partial to mnsic, we sang and conversed 
till a late hour, when he offered up a prayer 
for my safe arrival in the Colony. He had 
heard that several Englishmen had been mur- 
dered by a party of Kaffirs on the borders of 
the Vaal River. I had already taken a cir- 
cuitous route, in order to avoid a detachment 
of the Koranna tribe, that had had a skirmish 
with the Colonists. The route I had planned 
out would bring me near to that part of the 
Vaal Kiver where the Englishmen had been 
reported murdered ; however, still I deter- 
mined not to deviate from my course any 
further. 

Ten days travelling through an open 
country, slightly wooded at intervals, brought 
me to Lecatlong, a native town, situated on 
the banks of the Vaal River, where the Hart 
Kiver joins it. On the way I passed through 
several sections of tribes. One old chief 
seemed determined to have some remunera- 
tion for permission to go through his country, 
but at length I got rid of him by promises 
of presents on my return. 
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Lecatlong is a Mission Station belonging 
to the London Missionary Society, their re- 
presentative being the Rev. — Hillmore. 
The people here approach nearer civilization 
than any other Bechuana tribe I had visited. 
Most of them are clothed — some with skins 
of animals tanned, and others in European 
garments. On Sunday I attended Divine 
service, and was agreeably surprised to find 
so large a proportion of the native congrega- 
tion with Bibles and Hymn-books, apparently 
manifesting great interest and attention in 
the service — presenting a marked contrast to 
the natives of some Stations that I have 
passed through, where they demand payment 
for their attendance at Church. An excellent 
native choir was formed at Lecatlong, com- 
petent to sing in parts very nicely. This 
must have cost Mr. Hillmore much labour 
and trouble. The best singers were Hotten- 
tots, and the half-caste natives, a cross between 
the Dutch and Hottentot. These appeared 
to possess a natural talent for music. After 
hearing tunes played or sung two or three 
times, they are able to sing it themselves, and 
will frequently make a second to a tune, the 
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air only of which they have heard. Music 
has a powerful effect upon the Hottentots. 
When in the Colony, attending the services 
at Mission Stations, I have often seen the 
tears sparkling in their eyes, when singing 
some melodious or solemn tune. 

Mrs. HiUmore also took an active part in 
teaching the young, and proved a valuable 
assistant to her husband in furthering the in- 
terest of the Mission cause. 

The Vaal River was very full and nn- 
fordable, as is generally the case at this season 
of the year. No means were at hand to get 
the waggon across ; the nearest spot was at a 
distance of thirty to forty miles down the river, 
and then the waggon would have to be taken 
to pieces, sent across a little at a time in a 
small punt or boat, owned by a party of Co- 
rannas. Their mode of propelling across was 
by six men swimming and pushing behind it. 

Fortunately Mr. HiUmore had an old boat, 
which he kindly offered to assist in putting in 
proper repair. The gunwale was gone, many 
of the ribs broken, and fast decaying. We set 
to work on Monday ; by the following Friday 
we made a pretty good job of it considering 
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the materials at our command. In order to 
obtain timber, I had to go down the river, and 
cut down some willow trees. The seams of 
the boat were very much open, arising from 
long exposure to tbe sun. When all was nearly 
completed and ready for crossing, the natives 
I had hired to accompany me to the Colony, 
got alarmed, and positively refused to proceed 
farther, alleging that the river would swallow 
them up, if an attempt were made to cross. 
Nothing in the world would induce thera to 
cross the river, the remonstrances of the Mis- 
sionary and myself were alike fruitless. I paid 
their proportion of hire due, after which they 
returned to their own tribe. In taking their 
departure, they said, I ought io be glad that 
they had brought me to my brother white 
man, and thankful that they had not left me 
alone in the forest wilds. 

I then hired some natives at Lecatlong 
Station, to take the boat and my goods about 
half a day's journey higher up the river, 
opposite a Coranna Station. Mr. Hillmore 
kindly lent me Lis waggon for that purpose, 
and accompanied me. We remained on the 
bank of the river till morning, then prepared 
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for crossing; a tremendous strong current was 
running. The previous night the seams of 
the boat were filled with ox fat, launched 
into the river, and made fast; unfortunately 
by morning the fish had eaten the greater por- 
tion of fat off, leaving the boat half full of 
water; this was baled out, the boat hauled up, 
and the seams again lined with fat, the latter 
had to be done pretty often. It was a difiacult 
matter to pull across the river against so strong 
a current, with the rude oars at our command. 
On landing on the opposite side, the Rev. — 
Mayford, belonging to the Berlin Mission, 
gave us a kind reception. All my goods being 
brought across, Mr. Hillmore re-crossed in his 
own boat with the assistance of a native. 
The boat was then placed upon the waggon, 
and he returned to Lecatlong. 

The kindness and assistance rendered to 
me by Mr. Hillmore* in crossing this river 
* SulMequently Mr. H. was appointed to labour at 
Linyanti, among the Makololoa While there, himself, 
wife, and some native Christians perished- Humours were 
current that they had heen poisoned, but 1 am inclined 
to think they died from fever, caused by want of good 
water, and other privations. No doubt Mr, H. was 
greatly missed at Lecatlong after leaving on his &tal 
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will never be forgotten. On examining my 
stock, I missed a case of bird skina that had 
dropped from the back of the waggon on to 
the soft, sandy path, on our way to the river, 
previous to crossing. 

I at once hired two Corannas and three 
horses ; on reaching the river, the horses were 
driven into the water, and we swam after 
them. The light clothing I had was fastened 
to my head, and the Corannas had the light 
saddles attached to their heads. Eeaching 
the opposite side, we saddled up and started 
on the waggon track, made in the sands. 
Enquiries were made at the different villages 
passed through. At one of these, after two 
hours' search, I had the satisfaction and 
pleasure of finding the box. We rode back 
to the river, my clothing was again fastened 
to my head; I had not swam more than 
twelve yards before it got loose, and became 
entangled round my neck. I scrambled 
about till it all fell through the handkerchief 
to which they were tied. Although nearly 
exhausted, I grasped my clothes that were 
about to sink, and managed with one arm to 
swim back to the bank. After recruiting my 
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streugtli a little, a native assisted in re- 
adjusting my clothiug to the head. A Becond 
time I started, and ultimately reached the 
opposite hank ; weak and exhausted from 
battling with the current and carrying my 
clothes, I could scarcely stand or breathe. 
The river was about two hundred yards 
wide at this point ; I was carried down 
four hundred to five hundred yards in 
crossing. Large troops of natives came 
running down the banks, expecting the white 
man was about to be di'owned, or, to use their 
own phrase, be " swallowed up." I walked 
up to the Mission Station in my wet garments, 
which were there exchanged for a dry suit. 
Mrs. Mayford kindly supplied me with warm 
tea, and I soon got all right again. One of 
the Corannas managed to get the box across 
the river, on a large block of wood. On re- 
ceiving it in safety at the Station, I felt repaid 
for all my trouble and expense. Mr. Mayford 
appears to be doing much good among the 
Corannas. An idea has been prevalent to the 
effect, that it was useless to attempt to civilize 
or improve tne moral condition of this tribe. 
Their habits are very disgusting. Gross 
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cruelty is practised by the men towards the 
women, when pregnant, as well as at other 
times. I saw more cripples and disfigured 
persons in this tribe than any other I had 
passed through, arising, in the gp-eat majority 
of cases, from the ill usage experienced by 
children when young, and other inhuman 
treatment received by the mothers previous to 
their birth. Several Missionaries had been 
labouring for some years amongst the various 
sections of this tribe; their labours, how- 
ever, bore but little fruit. 

January 4, 1852. — I hired afew natives and 
the Corannachief s waggon,andresumedmyjour- 
ney towards Philipolis, north of the Orange Eiver. 
Prior to reaching the Modder Eiver, I shot 
a Cobra-de-Capello, five feet three inches long. 
The oxen were going along at a smart pace, 
when the Cobra sprang up at one of the 
leaders, which made him spring to one side. 
I broke loose my gun that was tied to the 
wa^on tent, jumped off, went within a few 
paces, and tired the first barrel, which was 
loaded with shot ; this shattered a portion of 
its belly. An effort was then* made ap- 
parently to come towards me. I let him have 
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the contents of the other loaded barrel, 
(ball.) It twisted about for a few momenta, 
then, lying seemingly lifeless; a blow from 
the butt of the gun made its death certain. 
During this encounter, my attendants stood at 
a distance in a state of alarm, knowing what 
a deadly, poisonous reptile this is. I skinned 
and preserved it. The Cobra of South Africa, 
is said by Sir Andrew Smith to be a mere 
variety of the Aspic (Naja Hage) of Egypt, 
the sei'pent so celebrated among the ancients. 
One of this species is supposed to have poi- 
soned Cleopatra, Queen of Egypt. She, 
abandoned by fortune that had so long smiled 
upon her, and weary of her existence, com- 
manded an Aspic to be brought to her in a 
basket of fruit and flowers. She placed the 
serpent in her bosom, caused it to bite her, 
and thus terminated her existence. The 
Cobra is well known as a bold, fierce, and 
formidable sei-pent, and its destructive pro- 
pensities does not belie its character. 

At midnight I crossed the Modder Eiver 
with much difficulty, the water being over 
the axles, and the oxen all but swimming. 
On the 5th, though Sunday, I determined to 
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push forward. It was reported that a party 
of Hottentots were in the vicinity. After un- 
yoking the oxen at mid-day, great alarm was 
caused by the appearance of twenty natives 
on horseback, approaching towards the wag- 
gon, armed with clubs and guna. I supposed 
they were a party of Hottentots in open hos- 
tility against the Colonists. Should this sur- 
mise prove correct, I knew my chances of 
escape would be exceedingly slender, if I had 
the misfortune to fall into their hands. My 
gun was taken down in case occasion required 
its use. I determined to sell my life as dear 
as possible, should their intention be to mur- 
der and rob me. My fears, however, proved 
groundless. They were a party of Griquas, 
hunting game. On coming up to the waggon, 
a peaceable and friendly disposition was 
manifested. A little coffee and tobacco were 
earnestly solicited ; after acceding to this 
request, they took their departure. I rode all 
niglit, pushed on across the plain, and the fol- 
lowing morning reached Philipolis. 

On my journey from the Vaal River, I 
came in with troops of the various kinds of 
Antelopes, that are frequently found in these 
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districts, such as Gnoos or Wildebeests, Harte- 
beests, Blessboc, and Springboc. The latter 
were in vast lierds, numbering some thou- 
sands ; also a few Zebras, which are some- 
times seen associating with the black Wilde- 
beests. 

I settled with the Coranna chiefs son, who 
had accompanied me, for the hire of his wag- 
gon and oxen from the Vaal River to Phili- 
polis, where I remained a few days, then 
hired another waggon for Colesberg, and 
trekked for the Orange River. On my arrival 
I found the river more full than it had been 
known for some years. The charge for cros- 
sing in the barge was fifteen shillings, or 
ten rix dollars. A number of Dutch were 
on the banks waiting to be ferried over. I 
crossed at midnight all safe, reaching Coles- 
berg on the 9th. 

When I started from here for the Lake, 
aboutfifteen months ago, the Kaffir war was just 
about to commence, and had not yet terminated. 

I found many of my specimens in a bad 
condition, not having been thoroughly dry 
previous to packing. Leaving in a hurry and 
imexpectedly for the Lake, I had not suffi- 
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cient time to attend to them properly. Some of 
my specimens were dispoaed of here, alsoothers, 
of which duplicates were in my possession. I 
hired a Dutch farmer's waggon for Graaf-reinet, 
passing nearly the same route as before, ar- 
riving there on the 18th, pleased to find my 
specimens of birds, &c., left here prior to 
going into the interior, in good condition. 

The fever was very prevalent in the town ; 
it was stated that ten persons had died 
during the previous week. In a few days I 
felt certain symptoms, which appeared to be 
the harbingera of fever. It proved to be a 
slight attack. I doctored myself with the 
usual remedies and soon got all right again, 
and determined to leave Graaf-reinet soon as 
practicable. The ivoiy in my possession, ob- 
tained by barter on my return journey, I sold 
for 3s. 6d. and is. 6d. per pound, in order to 
lighten my stock. The best bargain I ever 
made in Africa, was an exchange of a bar of 
lead, weighing eleven pounds, worth 3s. 6d. 
for an Elephant's tusk, weighing fifty pounds, 
worth £10. This occurred at a native vil- 
lage the lower end of the Zouga ; but it must 
not be forgotten that it had to be brought a 
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distance of near twelve hundred milea. I pur- 
chased two horses, and my goods were sent 
on, three days in advance, in a Dutch trans- 
port waggon. A young man who had been 
"on command" during the war, was going 
down to Algoa Bay. This was company for 
me. We rode night and day. The little rest 
obtained at night was by lying on the bare 
ground, with a stone for our pillow, the gims 
at our side, and the horse's bridle in our hands, 
ready to mount at a moment's notice. We 
durst not venture to kindle a fire, for fear the 
rebel Kaffirs and Hottentots would discover 
us by the light. Several of their encamp- 
ments had been observed on the mountains. 

When riding through an open country 
there is not much to fear. The greatest dan- 
ger to be apprehended from the enemy is 
when passing through woods and dense 
bushes, so thick that the vision is obscured 
at a distance of five yards or less. It is in 
such places as these the Kaffirs lie in ambush, 
to carry out their treacherous and murderous 
deeds. No mercy is shown to any white man 
that falls into their hands in time of wai". A 
person that I knew well happened to have the 
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misfortune to be overtaken by a troop of 
Kaffirs a few months previous. He, along 
with a few other companions, were baiting 
their horses. A party of Kaffirs were per- 
ceived approaching, yelling their hideous 
war-whoop. All his associates managed to 
saddle their horses and escape, while this poor 
fellow was so unnerved and terrified he was 
not able to mount before the Kaffirs came up, 
and the last his comrades saw of him was in 
a kneeling position, with uplifted hands, im- 
ploring mercy. The Kaffirs heeded not his 
pitiful cries, but rushed upon him and speared 
him to death. 

Travelling through the woods, gazing and 
suspecting that a rebel may be concealed be- 
hind every bush passed, causes an unpleasant 
sensation. The Kaffirs can throw a spear, or 
assaigai, with great precision, a distance 
of fifty yards. One of my horses was 
completely knocked up with the hard 
riding. I managed with some trouble to get 
it to Algoa Bay, where I sold both for £22 -lOs. 
I arrived at Algoa Bay in February, 1852. 
One day I met Mr. George Nicholson, the 
gentleman with whom I travelled to the Vaal 
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River district on roy first jonmey. Since we 
parted he had been to England, and was now 
contemplating another journey up into the 
interior, and strongly urged me to accompany 
him in the tour. This I declined to do, having 
resolved to visit England for a short time, 
with the intention of returning to the Cape. 

I took a passage for London on March 
5th. On the voyage home we put into St. 
Helena for water, where I went ashore for a 
few hours. 

There was on hoard the ship, amongst 
other passengers, a gentleman, his wife, and 
son. The lady died when crossing the Bay 
of Biscay, She had been unwell all the voy- 
age, and at times delirious. When on the 
quarter-deck she would gaze into the water 
and become melancholy, particularly so when 
approaching the latitude where it was said 
she logt a son on the outward voyage. 

"When the rude coffin containing her re- 
mains was launched into the fathomless depths 
of the ocean, a melancholy sight presented 
itself, A number of stones were placed at one 
end of the coffin for the purpose of sinking it. 
The weight being insufficient, it floated end 
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upwards, and was perceptible for several 
miles. The scene became more touching 
when the father and son took a last farewell 
look at that which contained the remains of 
one whom they had so deeply loved. With 
deep emotion and sorrowful hearts they left 
the sad scene. A doctor on board read the 
burial service, prior to committing the body 
to the deep. It must have been a stout and 
unfeeling heart that could refrain from shed- 
ding a tear at the solemn spectacle. 

All went on well after this, until we 
were opposite Dungeness, when a thick fog 
set in, and another heart -rending catas- 
trophe occurred, more to be deplored than 
the one just narrated. During the fc^ the 
vessel ran ashoi-e. The coast-guards sent up 
rockets and fired guns; this, however, was 
not seen or heard on board before the vessel 
stranded. During the night a large ship 
was seen approaching ours ; several lights 
were immediately exhibited over the bul- 
warks, these happily were seen, and the 
ship at once put about, thereby averting 
disastrous consequences. 

Three coast-guardsmen put off in a boat 
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to render us assistance. These, in con- 
junction with several of our crew, had got 
the cadge anchor in the boat, with the 
intention of dropping it a short distance out, 
and endeavoui* to put the ship about. In 
crossing the ship's bow, the boat was drifted 
across the main anchor chain that was let go 
when the ship first struck, thus capsizing the 
boat, and all its occupants were precipitated 
into the water, and the boat floated away, 
bottom upwards. The heart-rending scene 
which now occurred will never be for- 
gotten. All were struggling in the broken 
sea. Immediate assistance could not be 
rendered, as the boat's tackling was not 
in readiness, which too frequently is the 
case under similar circumstances. I threw 
pieces of timber and several ropes to the 
drowning men, making one end fast on 
board. The receding tide had already 
floated the poor fellows a considerable dis- 
tance from the ship. Our second mate, a 
big Scotchman, struggled hard, repeatedly 
calling for help ; before it could be rendered 
the broken seas overpowered him, he became 
exhausted, and disappeared. One man 
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Inckilj grasped an oar, and he was hauled 
up into the ship thoronghly exhausted; 
erentoally by the aid of restoratires, he 
recovered. A boat by this time was lowered, 
and one of the coast-gnards picked np; 
some slight movements of life were percep- 
tible. The doctor on board ship called out 
for him to be placed face downwards. When 
he was got on board life appeared to be 
extinct. All efforts to restore animation were 
in vain. One of the crew, a stout-hnilt 
coloured man, was never seen after the boat 
capsized. He was probably struck by the 
mchor, or got entangled with the chain, and 
sank to rise no more. This made a total loss 
of three from this mishap. 

On the rising of the tide at daybreak, the 
vessel was got about. 

The wives of the unfortunate coast-guards 
on the beach, could distinctly perceive the 
men struggling in the water, but could not 
distinguish them individually. The two 
remaining coast-guards stayed on board, and 
went up round to London in order to claim 
compensation for the services rendered in 
getting the vessel off. The anxiety of the 
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wives would be intense until intelligence was 
received as to who were drowned. We 
arrived in London in the month of May. A 
few days were occupied in getting my goods 
passed through the customs ; I then proceeded 
to Livei-pool, where I exhibited my collection 
for a short time. At its teiraination, Alfred 
King, Esq., kindly offered me the free use of 
the old Gas Office Eooms, Dale Street, in 
which to store my collection. I ara also in- 
debted to the Rev. Dr. Hume, Mr. Millard, 
and others, for the kind interest they took in 
me at that time. 

Subsequently I sold the greater portion of 
my birds to Sir "William Jardine, and disposed 
of the remainder of my collection in Man- 
chester, previous to going to America. 
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EOJfDUSAS, 
CENTEAL AMEEICA. 



In September, 1853, I purposed going to 
America, and left Liverpool for New York 
in the Joseph Walker, which was burnt 
down Boon after our arrival there, together 
with the Great Republic, and other vessels. 
The fire originated in some houses on shore, 
and the sails of the Great Republic caught 
fire from the sparks that were plentifully 
strewn about by the wind. Had there been 
steamers at hand to have towed the vessel 
adjoining out of danger, the fire would have 
been confined to that one ship. 

Captain Hoxie, of the Joseph Walker, 
was on shore ; I went up to his lodgings to 
inform him of the conflagration that was 
raging. He immediately came with ail 
possible speed, found his ship completely 
enveloped in flames, and in a few hours 
burnt to the water's edge. 
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There was a small party of ladies and 
gentlemen on board our ship that evening, 
they had gone on shore previous to the fire 
breaking out. A cabin boy was in the 
vessel during the fire, but he was rescued 
from hia perilous position. Fortunately my 
luggage was taken ashore during the after- 
noon. 

Captain Hoxie interested himself in show- 
ing me all the sights of New York. I am 
also indebted to him for his uniform kindness 
on board ship and ashore. This is the same 
gentleman that was distinguished for his noble 
conduct and bravery in saving the lives of 
the passengers on board the Caleb Grimshaw, 
when she was burnt, off the Western Islands, 
in 1849. He stood to his post, refusing to 
leave the vessel, till all were safe, and was 
then taken off in an exhausted condition. 

At the end of December I proceeded to 
Central America, and in fourteen days from 
New York arrived at Omoa, a small town on 
the coast of Honduras, from whence I fre- 
quently made short excursions into the 
interior, collecting birds, animals, &o.; I shot 
and preserved some thousands, and forwarded 
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several cases of skins to New York and Eng- 
land, many specimens of which were very 
rare. 

On my first arrival I remained a short 
time at the residence of the American Consul, 

I was frequently attacked with ague and 
fever, which most Europeans are subject to 
in this country. This was a great drawback 
to my success in collecting, and prevented 
me from penetrating far into the interior. 
For several weeks together I have been laid 
up with fever at different periods, sometimes 
probably my own fault, in a great measure. 
Previous to getting rid of one attack, my 
anxiety to stroll out in the woods has led 
me to go out early in the morning, while the 
heavy dew was still on the ground, with 
which my lower garments would become 
saturated. Further on in the day the scorch- 
ing heat of the sun often brought a relapse 
of the fever. 

When skinning birds, I have been com- 
pelled to go to bed; in less than fifteen 
minutes a raging fever would be upon me, 
and most of my birds would be spoilt, 
especially those that had not the body taken 
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out. In this climate, as in Africa, decom- 
position sets in afler a few hours, especially 
in the summer months. 

Several excursions were made from 
Omoa. Myself on horseback, accompanied 
by a Spanish servant, set out into the interior, 
and hunted about for several weeks. I also 
visited the various mahogany works on the 
Aloor. 

The proprietor of the works employs 
men to go into the forest in search of 
mahogany trees, that are widely scattered; 
which in order to discover, the highest trees 
are ascended, and the position of the maho- 
gany tree ascertained by the peculiar distin- 
guishing colour of its foliage. A small pocket 
compass is carried to guide the person to the 
point where the tree is situated ; in going to 
it the path is marked by marking the trees ; 
a sufficiently wide road is then made for the 
oxen to draw the trees to the works, where 
it is squared, then floated down the river to 
the mouth, ready for shipment. 

Prior to my arrival at the river, I had 
had the fever badly, and was partially 
restored. On reaching the river I sent back 
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the horse to Omoa, by a youth that was 
appointed to meet me at a certain place. 
My Spanish servant took the fever also; 
r was compelled to send liim down the river 
and round the coast in a canoe to Omoa, 
where he subsequently died. 

I now went about alone, shooting. One 
afternoon I shot a very rare female Monkey, 
with white breasts, and a young one clinging 
to her back, which let go its hold directly 
the mother was shot, and was climbing up 
a tree when I caught it by the tail. The 
little brute bit my hand ; I tied a cord round 
the loins, and brought it to the hut without 
any difficulty, as it clung to the mother, 
which was being carried by the hind legs. 
I also had several other animals, amongst 
them a species of Lemar, known here as the 
Night Walker, from their nocturnal habits, 
and several rare live birds. In a few days 
another severe attack of fever laid me up. 
My only covering or resting place was a 
small open shed, composed of a few branches 
of ti'ees, lashed together, fai* from the habi- 
tation of man, and no one to render me any 
assistance, or attend to my live animals and 
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birds. Owing to my helpless condition, and 
consequently, want of attention, several died. 
I took plenty of quinine, which made my ears 
ring, though it gradually improved my health. 

A dorie, or canoe, in a few days weis 
passing down the river ; by exerting myself 
I mantled to get on boai'd with my things, 
and sailed to the mouth of the Aloor. The 
night prior to my arrival was one of the 
most miserable I ever spent, on accoimt of 
the numberless Hosquitos and 8and-flie8, 
which, in spite of the pavilllon that was 
pitched on the sand, got under, and kept me 
in a state of the greatest annoyance and 
discomfort. The irritation caused by the 
bite of these insects has a tendency to bring 
on a relapse of fever. 

On aniving at the mouth of the river, 
there was a ship taking in a cargo of ma- 
hogany ; Captain Archer having heard of 
my illness, came on shore, and pressed me 
to come on board for a few days, till my 
strength was thoroughly regained. This 
kind offer was accepted, the free use of the 
medicine chest was given, and I soon got all 
right again. 



by Google 



HARSH TREATMENT OF AN INDIAN WOMAN. 249 

After my recovery, the Captain, myself, 
and some of the crew took a boat, and went 
on several occaeions up the river into the 
various lagoons, shooting, and succeeded in 
bagging several Spider Monkeys, a number 
of Ducks, Herons, besides other water fowl, 
which we took on board the ship. On one of 
these trips, an Indian woman was discovered 
that was in the service of some half-bred 
Spaniards, who had been sent away alone 
into the woods to ^ve birth to a child : they 
would not permit her to remain in the house 
or hut, wliich was rudely constructed. The 
only food she had for a day and a night was 
a few green plantains. • Some of our food 
was given to her, for which she appeared 
very grateful. 

I parted from Capt. Archer, from whom I 
had experienced great kindness, and returned 
to Omoa. From Omoa I visited 8an Pedro, 
a journey of fifty miles, shooting and col- 
lecting bu'ds. One day, in the densest 
portion of the forest, where I had great diffi- 
culty in pushing my way through the bush ; 
being compelled to crawl on my hands and 
knees, and clearing a path with the muzzle 
of my gon, a Jaguar suddenly appeared before 
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me ; fortunately, on perceiving me, it rushed 
away. Had there been a disposition to attack, 
the chance of a successful encounter would 
have been extremely small : my position 
rendered me completely powerless for attack 
or defence. 

Returning from San Pedro to Omoa, I re- 
mained collecting in the vicinity of Omoa till 
November, 1855, making the residence of 
Messrs. Debrot Brothers,* the principal mer- 
chants of Omoa, when in town, my home. 

Mr. F. Debrot and myself, also his 
brother Jacob, frequently went into the 
country on shooting excursions. On one of 
these occasions, a Puma or South American 
Lion was seen, and we succeeded in crippling 
it. Pursuit was made in the woods for some 
distance, but failed in coming up with it. We 
went to a farm for a few dogs to render 
assistance. On our return, the Puma was not 
to be found. The rain was now pouring 
down in torrents, and the search was given 
up. 

I was rarely short of flesh meat when out 
hunting alone in the woods. The animals and 

* Mr. Frederick Debrot has, subauqucnt to this period, 
been appointed liritish Consul's ;^ent 
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birds mostly eaten were the Agoute, known 
here as the Indian Eabbit, Squirrels, which 
are numerons, Currassows, (the size of a hen 
Turkey,) Guans, Tinnemaus, known as the 
Ground Partridge, Toucans, Pigeons, and 
Doves, all plentiful throughout the forest 
During my rambles, I came- in with numbers 
of the Coral and Whip Snakes, also several 
Black Snakes, with yellow spots, four to five 
feet long. 

Occasionally when in Omoa, pic-nic or 
hunting parties were formed by the Messrs. 
Debrot, Mr. FoUine, brother to the American 
Consul, myself, and other merchants. Seve- 
ral males were sent on in advance to a moun- 
tain stream with pots, pans, and other utensils 
for cooking purposes, where all were to meet by 
appointment a{);er the day's hunt. Our usnal 
mode of procedure was to start off early in the 
morning, entering the forest close to the town, 
with gun in hand, each one taking a different 
path, and to meet at the place of rendezvous at 
the mountain stream during the afternoon. 
All would contribute their share towards the 
evening meal ; sometimes there would be in 
the pots sixteen or eighteen different varieties 
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of birds, besides Squirrels. After roaming 
about the greater portion of the day, ample 
justice was done to the repast provided. Al- 
though it was laid out in a rough manner, each 
appeared to enjoy the meal better than sitting 
down to a luxurious dinner in town. Horses 
and mules were sent to the mountain stream 
to convey as back to Omoa. 

On these occasions I obtained many rare 
species of birds — in this respect my compa- 
nions willingly rendered me every assistance. 
Previous to putting the birds in the pot, 
I selected and skinned any that were rare, or 
in a good state for preserving. 

I had several severe attacks of fever and 
ague at Omoa. The unremitting kindness and 
attention of Messrs. Debrot Brothers, (at whose 
establishment I was staying,) in sickness and 
in health, will never be forgotten. I could 
not have expected greater attention at my 
own home. Messrs. Debrot invariably show 
great hospitality towards any Europeans that 
call or pass through Omoa.* The climate is 

• I may mention that the Messrs. Debrot have not 
forgotten me, as amongst other things sent by them tome 
in 1860, were twenty-five reptiles preserved in spirits. 
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more healthy, and fevers less prevalent in the 
interior, on the high lands and hilly districts, 
than in the vicinity of the sea coast. 

From Omoa I went to Belize. It was 
stated that the Oscillated Tiu-key (Meleagis 
Ocellata) was to be found in the locality of 
Sante Staven, about eighty miles north-west 
of Belize. I was anxious to procure a speci- 
men of this bird alive, and made a journey to 
Sante 8taven, passing Corasall and up the 
New Eiver for thirty miles. I failed in pro- 
curing any, and retunied to Belize. 

Subsequently, I made arrangements to 
proceed with a party of Spaniai-ds that were 
going to Lake Peten, in search of the same 
bird. I had been infoinned that the late Earl 
of Derby had sent out two Englishmen in 
1843 to Lake Feten, at a cost of 12 to 
£1300, the principal object being to obtain 
specimensofthe Oscillated Turkey alive. Their 
efforts were unsuccessful, several skins only 
were obtained. I was fortunate myself in 
securing two alive, male and female. I had 
also, while at Peten, nine young ones that 
were hatched under a common hen. During 
my absence hunting they were neglected, and 
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died off one by one j the skins, however, I 
preserved, and some of them at present are to 
be seen set up, with other old birds of the same 
species, in the Derby and Brown Museum, 
Liverpool. Unfortunately the two full grown 
ones died at Cherbourg, on the passage home, 
in 1856, which was a loss to me of £50. 

At Lake Peten there was a peculiar cus- 
tom among the Spaniards and half-breeds 
which I have not observed elsewhere. To- 
wards the close of day the bell of the Catholic 
Church tolls for a few minutes ; this is the 
signal for the salutation of "buenas noches," 
or good evening. 

Many of the houses contain representa- 
tions of saints cat in wood. On the corres- 
ponding saint days festivities take place dur- 
ing the evening, to several of which I was 
invited. At one of these evening parties, a 
large number of candles were burning around 
the saint, which set fire to the tapestry hang- 
ing about the image. It spread almost in- 
stantaneously to the adjoining portions of 
inflammable material, and nearly consumed 
the recess, or that portion of the house allotted 
to the saint, before it could be extinguished. 
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Extensive repairs were beiog made to the 
church, and a new wing added. A spirit of 
liberality appeared to pervade the whole com- 
monity ; persons unable to contribute in coin, 
toww^ defraying the necessary expenditure, 
gave their free labour — the men chiefly by 
assisting in erecting the bmlding, and the 
women undertook a share, by carrying stone, 
mortar, water, £c. 

The town of Peten stands on an island. 
The water surrounding it forms a part of the 
lake, which is twelve to fifteen miles in length. 

The surrounding scenery in some parts 
is very park-like, imd extremely beautiful. 
There are numbers of birds on and about 
the lake, such as the Green Cormorant, 
Purple Water Hen, Spurwing Jacana, (Para 
Jacana,) BoatbUI, (Cancroma Cochlearia,) 
Darts or Divers, Ducks, &c. Specimens of 
each species I shot. The Purple Water Hen 
and Jacana have long toes and legs, compara- 
tively light bodies, which enable them to 
walk and run. with wings half extended, on 
the floating aquatic plants that are very 
plentiful, extending some hundreds of yards 
from the margin of the lake. The leaves of 
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the water plants are slightly depressed by 
their tread, and g^ves them the appearance 
of walking on the surface of the water. 

The Red-shouldered Orial was seen among 
the rushes and grass bordering the lake. 

The Boatbills were rare, occasionally 
found sitting on the branches or stumps of 
decayed trees near the edge of the water. I 
also shot several Snakes on the borders of 
the lake, one of them a species of the Lance 
Heads, exceeding six feet in length; the 
colour is of a light brown. They are very 
poisonous, rapid in their movements, and 
present a most hideous aspect. 

Canoes and men may be obtained at a 
very small cost to cruise about the lake. 

Peten is rarely visited by Europeans. 
There is no doctor at this town; persons 
frequently die for want of medicine and 
proper treatment. I usually had a small 
quantity of simple medicines for my own 
use, such as salts, senna, calomel, qui- 
nine, &c. Previous to my departure from 
this place my slender store was completely 
exbansted. One night I was called up at 
one o'clock in the morning to come and 
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see a woman that was taken very ill with 
spasms and cramp. I shouted to the disturber 
of my repose that I was no doctor, and could 
not think of prescribing for one so danger- 
ously ill. The reply to this was, that I was 
a naturalist, and must know something of 
medicine. I at length accompanied him to 
the abode of the sick person, and found the 
room full of her friends, that had come to 
see her die. Nothing had been done to 
relieve her. I promptly ordered a mustard 
plaster to be placed on the stomach, and 
bottles of hot water to the feet. Her agony 
and pain during the night were most intense. 
As the morning wore on she became easier, 
and was able to take a little tea, which I 
provided. With this simple treatment the 
woman gradually recovered. Credit was 
given to me as being the means of saving 
this person's life. After this incident, appli- 
cations for medicinal assistance were very 
numerous. When in town, scarcely a day 
passed without persons coming, entreating me 
to come and see sick persons, some of whom 
were attacked with fever, others with ulcera- 
tions on various parts of the body, and several 
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consnmptive cases ; the latter I coold do little 
with. The case of a little girl that I visited, 
was a very painM one. I found her lying 
on tlie bed quite helpless, her tongue and 
throat swollen, and unable to speak. I felt 
the pulse, which was scarcely perceptible. 
No efforts had been made to afford relief. I 
saw it was a hopeless case, and that nothing 
could be done to save her life. I informed 
the bystanders that she would not survive 
another day. Death shortly afterwards ter- 
minated her sufferings. All felt grateful for 
what was done in the many cases I relieved, 
and proffered payment for my time and tron- 
ble ; this, however, was declined, as I always 
felt a pleasure in aiding suffering humanity to 
the extent of my humble ability, having ex- 
perienced myself, what it was to be in a sick 
and helpless condition. At Peten, when 
a person loses his appetite, and is a little 
sick, the conclusion immediately arrived at 
is, that they are going to die, and nothing is 
done to endeavour to restore health. 

I took leave of the Fetenarrous. In cros- 
sing the lake I was caught in a tremendously 
heavy thunderstorm. My horse was attached 
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to the canoe by a rope, and swimming behind. 
During the storm he plunged about fearfully, 
and the canoe had a narrow escape from 
being swamped. 

I hired two half breds to proceed with me 
back to Belize, and carry the two live Oscil- 
lated Turkeys that were confined in laige 
wicker cages. In travelling through the 
woods, at night, my grass hammock was 
slung to the branches of trees for a bed. 
I was often unable to kindle a fire, owing to 
the heavy rains that prevailed at that time ; 
no dry wood was obtainable. Mahogany 
trees of immense size were scattered through 
the forest. The distance from the nearest 
river or creek was so great, that it would 
not pay the merchants of Belize to bring them 
down. I was fortunate enough to have only 
one attack of fever during my absence from 
Belize. It is a singular fact, that since my 
return to England in 1856, up to the present 
time, 1865, I have had frequent attacks of 
ague and fever, only in a milder form. Any 
person having these intermittent fevers ab- 
sorbed into the system, are rarely, if ever, 
freed from them. 
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On my return journey from Peten, when 
passing under large trees, to Belize, I shot 
from the saddle several Cnrassows and Guans. 
These were very acceptable, as our provisions 
were rather scanty, and kept us tolerably 
well supplied with meat. I also obtained 
from a person some very interesting relics, in 
the shape of long links of petrified wood of 
various colours, that had been brought from 
the well known ruins of Falenqne, in the 
state of Yucatan. These had been taken 
ftoTO. the inner walls of the chambers of this 
ancient city, and were worn round the neck by 
some Indian women. The race of people that 
inhabited this city are now extinct. From 
the sculpture, pottery, and ornamental work 
found, it is evident they must have attained 
to a considerable degree of civilization. 

The water of the old Belize River pos- 
sesses properties of a petrefying character. 
In coming down the upper portion, I dis- 
covered a log of wood that was petrefied, 
lying in the water, at the bottom, on the 
margin of the river. 

The last of my trips from Belize to Omoa, 
was in the schooner Gazelle, owned by a 
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Spanish merchant. On board, were the 
owner's wife and two children, one ahout ten 
months old, and the other probably ten years. 
Shortly after pasang the different " Keys" or 
small islands, it blew a terrific gale — the 
vessel became unmanageable, and was drifted 
considerably to the westward of Omoa, where 
she went ashore and stack fast on the scraggy 
rocks, about one Or two o'clock in the morn- 
ing. The "dorie" or canoe was lowered, 
and the captain, a man of colour, got in first, 
held the boat to by a rope, and assisted the 
owner's wife into the canoe. I took chai^ 
of the baby ; a heavy sea struck and cap- 
sized the boat, precipitating the captain and 
lady into the foaming waters. I hastily put 
the child on deck and ran to the rescue, 
caught hold of her dress as she rose to the 
surface, and with the assistance of one of the 
crew, lifted her on decL The captain saved 
himself by his own exertion, righted the dorie, 
and took a large hawser ashore — which was a 
task of considerable difficulty and risk, on 
account of the great surf breaking over the 
rocks — and fastened it to a large tree at the 
edge of the forest bordering on the water, the 
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Other end being fast to the vessel. All got safe 
ashore by climbing alone the rope through 
the water. One of the crew remarked that 
he could find the way through the forest to 
Omoa. The attempt to do so was made. We 
had several projecting rocks to round, prior 
to striking off through the forest. The night 
was dark and tempestuous. In winding 
round one of these points, carrying the eldest 
child wrapped in a blanket, a wave struck and 
knocked me down, carrying away the blanket. 
I took my shirt off to cover the girl. After 
wandering for some hours in the forest, we 
arrived at break of day at the margin of the 
river behind the town, where we had to re- 
main in the drenching rain till between six 
and seven o'clock. Two or three persons 
then came to our assistance and ferried us 
across. 

The surprise and astonishment of the 
Spanish merchant on our arrival at his resi- 
dence, in such a pitiable and deplorable con- 
dition, can be better imagined than described. 
An unsuccessful attempt was subsequently 
made to raise the stranded vessel. Some of 
the planks were stove in by the thumping 
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among the rocks, filling her with water. It 
was a heavy loss to the owner, the vessel 
being uninsured. 

In one of my jonmeys into the interior 
from Omoa, I met a military escort conveying 
General Lopez, a prisoner of war, from 
Comayagua to Fort Omoa. He was a man 
of considerable property. One day, during the 
absence of the Oommandant and other in- 
fluential persons, the General having bribed 
the sergeant in charge and about twenty of 
the soldiery to accompany him, succeeded in 
escaping from his confinement, and very 
coolly toot possession of a schooner lying in 
the harbour, and sailed for Isabel, in Guate- 
mala. When the flight of the General became 
known in the town, great excitement pre- 
vailed. Some time was occupied in placing 
the guns at the fort in position. Shots were 
fired at the receding vessel, but did not strike 
her, and they got clear away. General Lo- 
pez, however, was honourable enough to have 
the schooner returned to the owner at Omoa. 

I bid my friends at Omoa farewell, and 
returned to Belize. On the marshes sur- 
rounding Belize, there is excellent Teal Duck 
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shooting. I frequently took my gnn, early 
in the morning, in company with Lieutenant 
Lyon, of the Koyal Artillery, commander 
of the Fort of Belize, and had excellent 
sport; we also often practised target shoot- 
ing at the fort. He kindly took charge of 
various rare and valuable birds, procured 
at different times, while I was out in the 
country. 

I made several trips up the old river in a 
small steamer belonging to James Grant, Esq., 
a kind and liberal gentleman, now retired. 
On one of these occasions, I happened to let 
fall in the water a note of considerable impor- 
tance. Although the boat was going at a 
good speed at the time, I immediately sprang 
from the bulwarks, swam and secured the 
letter. The steamer was stopped, a boat 
lowered, and picked me up. I felt little or 
no worse for my bath, after changing my 
apparel. 

A few days subsequent to this incident, 
higher up the river, a huge Crocodile was 
caught in a trap that had been laid for him. 
On opening the reptile, two tame Ducks 
were found nearly whole; these belonged to 
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a gentleman residing on the banks of the 
river. 

I did not see any Crocodiles in the river, 
though I had been on the water many times. 

I left Belize for Liverpool in September, 
1856, via Cherbom-g, Havre, Southampton, 
and London, and arrived at Liverpool in 
December of the same year, where I have 
since been and still continue in. business, as 
a practical taxidermist. 

A portion of my collection was disposed 
of to the Derby and Brown Museum, Liver- 
pool, and a list of part of my birds and ani- 
mals, with their names, habits, and localities, 
waa read before the Zoological Society in 
London in 1857. Some of these birds 
were very rare, others previously unknown^ 
and several are now catalogued in Slater's 
works on Natural History. 
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ON COLLECTING AND PEESERVING ANIMALS, 
BIRDS, &c. 



Ik the following p^es I purpose offering a few brief obser- 
vatioDS on this head, which no doubt will bo acceptable to 
the general reader, and more especially to those who have 
a taste for collecting, either at borne or abroad. 

'When an animal or bird is dead, little time aboold be 
lost before operations are commenced, particularly in a 
warm climate, for, when decomposition seta in, there is great 
uncertainty in the skin being well preeerred, so as to be a 
satiaiactory and permanent lepresentativo of its former sel£ 
At home the taxidermist is often blamed for the attack of 
insects, and iujuiy done by them to specimens. This would 
be avoided had they been brought to him while fresh. 

I shall endeavour, &om praaonal experience, to point 
out veiy briefly, the simplest and best mode of procedure 
in skinning and preserving. 

Persons going abroad, that have a taste for collecting 
specimens of natural history, would do well to obtain a few 
practical lessons, by witnessing the operations on a bird or 
animal by some one well versed in the art. This would be 
of greater advantage to a new beginner, than reading half-a- 
dozen treatises on the subject. 

I have repeatedly shown captains of ships, s 
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and otheia going abroad, the method of Bkuming and pre' 
serving, and Bhonld be happ; to do the same for any gentle- 
man about to tiavel, and desirous of obtaining epecimens for 
museums or privato collections. Frequently the collector 
will have to deviate firom the mles laid down. For in- 
stance, in monk^s there will often be & scarcity of hair 
under the belly. In such a case make the incision on the 
back, at the root of the tail, thence ttpwards, and sufficiently 
large to take out the carcase. In mounting the skin, it will 
set up equally as well as if the incieicm had been made in 
the belly. When stuffed, and placed in an upright or 
climbing position, which many are, the stitches, which 
would have been conspicuous on the belly, are avoided, 
being buried in the long hair at the back. 

In sea-birds that are fat, and fresh water birds, such as 
ducks, the incision should be made down the back,' or 
under the wing ; remove the skin a little upwards, as &i as 
the neck, and sever the neck from the body, then proceed 
to take off the skin downwards, occasionally using a little 
plaster of Paris, or powdered chalk. If this is not at 
hand, fine eaw-dust or sand will eoak up the Wood, and 
protect the feathers from being soiled. As the operator 
proceeds, put cotton or tow between the parts already 
skinned, to keep it clean. In large birds, moss or fine 
grass would be a tolerably good Bubstituta 

It is of great importance that all &t and oily sub- 
stances should be removed from the skin previous to using 
the preservative. A skin thoroi^hly cleansed and well 
dried, will ke^ better without any pieservative than a 
ekin with preservative, in which the &t and oily matter 
is not removed. 
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The ardent tazidennist will find it to be of great 
advantage to become an expert opemtor. When tnTelHiig 
through the forest, and elsewhere, I have often had to sit 
i)n the waggon box, while trekking, and skin my birds, 
knowing that the stay would be so short at the next water 
station. Unless operated on in tbie way, which of comae 
was difficult on rough uneven groimd, the specimens would 
have been useless. In vann climates, like South Africa, 
decomposition sets in the same day, sometimes within a few 
hours, when the object is badly shot and much bruised. 

In countries where Uosquitos and Sand-flies abound, 
the operator will be sadly tormented, unless he performs the 
operations quickly. When in the woods in Honduras, and 
about to skin a bird, I genenllj took the precaution to tie 
my trousets tight round the bottom of my leg, and a hand- 
knchief suspended &om the head, like a long vail. In spite 
of this, they came buEzing underneath, alighted on my face, 
causing a mass of blisters, not mentioning the hands, which 
came in for a large share. After passing through this 
ordeal, the irritation caused by the bite of these insects bas 
often brought on a return of fever and ague. They abound 
principally in the vicinity of rivers and low swampy 
marshes. 

The greatest annoyance in this way I ever endured was 
in the interior of Honduras, on a flat marshy spot I had 
shot a King Vulture (Sanohamphus Papa), a bird of the most 
brilliant and gorgeous plumage, that was feeding with a 
number of John Grows, or common vultures, on the carcase 
of a putrid calf Being a large bird, it took me rather 
longer time to complete the operations. Before the skin 
was all taken ofl', the Mosquitos had operated pretty &eely 
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upon me — my face and hands were completely puffed up 
ivitli their venomous bite. The day following I had a return 
of the fever. Sand-flies are much more diminutive than 
MosquitoB, yet their bite ia more keenly felt. A speck of 
blood is left on the hand, or body, where he chances to 
alight. From these observations the collector will see the 
advantage of operating vith celerity and despatch, especi- 
ally when insects of thb kind abound. 



ON SKINNING AND PRESERTING MAMMALU 
OR QUADRUPEDS, BIRDS, EEPTILES, 
FISHES, CRUSTACEA, &c. 

The first thing to be done when an animal is killed, is, 
to fill the nose, mouth, and shot holes full of tow or 
cotton, or soft grass if the former is not at hand, to 
prevent the akin being daubed with blood. If time is 
not too precious, it will be advisable to wait till the 
body is cold, as the blood flows more liedy when warm. 
The animal should be placed on its back or aide, the 
hair carefully divided ; an incision then made, extending 
from the middle of tiie belly down to the vent, taking 
care not to cut through into the abdomen. Then proceed 
skinning to the thigh bone, at the aame time usii^i 
sufBcient plaster of paster, fine sawdust, cotton, or tow, 
to soak up the blood or fatty matter. Push the thigh up 
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out of tho Bkin, and cut the thigh off .it the junction of 
the pelvis, leaving it for a time in tho skin. Tlie other 
hind icg to be oiteiutcd upon in a siiuilar manner. 
Separate the tail at the root ; if convenient, suspend the 
animal, and akin downtvards to tho »)iou1dcr blade, 
which must he separated at the shoulder joint ; thoroughly 
clean and replace into the skin. Then proceed with the 
other side in the same way, Tlie next thing to be done 
is, to separate the akin from the neck and head, with 
tho assistance of a knife ; then sever the trunk from the 
head. In cutting the ears leave a small portion of gristle 
on the skull, in order to attach tho cars and secure 
their proper position when replaced. 

Care should be taken in removing the skin from 
the face, not to cut the eyelids or injure the lips, llie 
hole at the back of the head can be enlarged ; if a small 
animal, with a strong knife ; or, if a large animal, with a 
chisel or saw, to extract the brain and palate more readily. 
After taking all flesh from the skull, and the tail drawn 
or skinned, torn the skin inside out, and remove all 
fleshy or fatty substances. The operator then proceeds to 
rub the skin with Preservative Powder, or Arsenical Soap. 
The eyes and part of the skull where flesh has been 
removed, should now be filled with cotton or tow if 
small animals, and moss or diy grass if large animals, 
to the usual size, but not to exceed tliat. It is better to 
be under, rather than over, the ordinary dimensions. 

The legs should be skinned close to the claws, or 
hoof, and all flesh taken off; then turn them back into 
the skin, &c,, fill up to the ordinary size. The body 
also, should be stuffed with tow, or dry grass, and 
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^wnnitted to dry, which will secure the proper size. 
Anotlier method foe the convenionce of packing, Is, bj 
cutting the skin open from the vent to the neck, and pi^ it 
to the ground with the hair nndemeath, till thoroughly dr;. 
This probably will be found the moBt convenient mode 
with largo animals. I found it answer well in my case, 
with Gnooa, and other lai^ game. In tho former way 
the stuffing may be taken out again, and the skin laid 
Hat for packing. 

With homed animals, such as Antelopes, Deer, &c., 
it is necessary, after severing the trunk from the head, 
to make on incision under the throat sufHuieutly large, 
after removing the skin from the under jaw, to pull it 
over the mouth ; akin well up to tho root of tlie horns. 
The preparing, cleaning, preserving, and stuffing, to bo 
performed in a similar manner to that just described. 
Replace the skin carefully in its proper position, and sew 
up the incision that has been made under the throat 

If the bead of the animal only is wanted, sever it 
at least a foot from the ear, in the lai^er species of 
Antelopes or Deer ; so that when stufTed by a professional 
person, tbe angle of the neck may be seen to advan- 
tage. 

In skinning, cut np the neck far enough to permit 
the skin of the lower jaw to be drawn over the mouth. 
Many heads that are brought or sent over to this 
country are greatly deteriorated in value, in consequence 
of being cut off close to the back of the head. 

Another mode of preserving the skin and skeleton 
of animals, so that each can be mounted separate, is the 
following: — Make the incision in the ordinary i 
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with the exception of Monkeya tlint arc deficient of hair 
oil the breast and htUy ; then rnnko the incision on 
the back, and take off the akin ciiliro from the body, 
inchiding the nails or claws. Tlion place the skin in 
a cask of I'um or other spirits; if this is imobtainnblc, 
strong brino will answer the purpose, thongh not so 
effective, liemovo as much of tlie flesh as possible from 
the skeleton. It would be advisable not to disconnect 
the tendons, ligaments, and sinews, from the bones, 
hands, and claws ; this will prevent any from being 
lost. Put preservative on tlio bones, Ac. ; after ex- 
posing the skeleton for a few days to the atmosphere, 
it will be sufficiently dry for packing. Animals, such as 
very small Monkeys, Lizitnis, and Snakes, can be 
pr('served whole, by making a small incision through the 
akin of the abdomen, so 03 to permit the spirits to 
penetrate tlirougli the entire body ; then imniorso the 
wliole carcase in spirits. 

Larger animals, such as the Chimpanzee, can be 
prescrvcil in spirits also, by taking out the whole of 
the intestines and stomach ; clean tlieiii well in fresh 
water, replace in the body, and immerse in spirits, I'ut 
a few stitches to prevent the entrails falling out. It will 
then answer any scientific purpose. I have tried the 
larger si>ecics of Monkeys in this manner, and found it 
answer remarkably well. 

The largest animal I ever operated upon, was a 
powerful, entire horse, tliat had won many piizcs at 
Agricultural Exhibitions, and it is beli(ived to bo tho 
largest ever undertaken in Liverjiool. It was skinned 
and 2>re8ervcil in the following manner: — An incision 



by Google 



270 SKiyy/NG AXD PRESESriSG. 

was mnde from the middle of tiko bronst, extending in a 
9trai{;bt line to tho end of the tail, and tho skin entirely 
taken ofC No bones were used in Btufliug it, except the 
skull, which was boiled in order to remove all the flesh. 
I then iiiiuteTecd the skin in a strong solution of salt, 
using about 28 lbs. to iuilf n biwrel of water; remaining 
in Oiis for twenty-four hours extracted all the blood ftom 
the skin. After washing it out well witli froah water, 
it was ready for the second process, which was a solution 
of aluu) (30 lbs.) and water. The skin remained in this 
for two days. In the meantime tho frame-work was 
formed, and the atutSug proceeded with, and completed. 
This method is far more dilticult than when the usual 
bones are left, as in the ordinary sized animals. This 
horse being a light grey, and in an exposed position, 
it is occasionally washed down with soap and water, 
which has no injurious effect whatever, and it is also 
in as good a state of preservation as when first sot up 
in 1857, nine years ago. 

BIRDS. 

Iiirds when shot, like quadrupeds, should be permitted 
to cool. Tiio mouth, nostrils, and all shot holes, should be 
carefully and effectually filled with cotton, to prevent blood 
or any other matter soiling the feathers. Should any 
matter ooze out, it sliould be at once removed with a little 
cotton dipped in spiiits of wine, uaptha, or turpentine; if 
none of these at hand, clean with a damp sponge. 

Tltc bird is laid on its back. Carefully divide tho 
feathers on each side ; an iuciaion is then made from tho 
middle of the sternum or breast bone to tho taiL Avoid 
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cutting tho abdomiiiAl tniiMles. The operator should now 
remove the akin Vitli the fingerd and knife, down to the 
thigh bone ; press the thigh upwaid out of the skin, and 
cut it off at the second joint. Uoniovu the skin fn>m tho 
Kidc of the body down to tho middle of the brm^t, nt the 
same time using plaster of I'aris, or otlier tiub»titutc«, to 
BOttk up the blood or moisture. Uo the oUilt side and leg 
in a similar manner. Cut off close to tho miiip, taking 
care not to damage the root of tho tail featlnTs ; press the 
skin fonvard, and lay the bird on its breaiit, sktiiniiig down 
to the wing, dividing it at the second johit. t'oiuo forward 
to the neck ; it will be unadvisable to sever the body at 
the neck, ]>rioT to pushing tlic skin over the huad. Cut 
the ears very close to the skull, and take Ci\m nut to injure 
the eyelids. Skin the other portion of the licad down to 
the mandible j sever the trunk at the Imwo of tlie sknU, 
Increase the size of tbe holo at the bock of the head with 
a short bladed surgical scissors, and take the bniin, ]talate, 
tongue, and all fleshy substances from tho head ; also re- 
move the flesh from the thigh bones. 

ITie operator now proceeds to pnt Prcsci-vative Powder 
or Soap on tho skin, bones, and skull. Wind round the 
leg bones a little cotton or tow, to make it the ordinary 
size, and replace into the skin. Fill the eye holes with 
cotton. I have found cotton ur tow rolled, to form a neck, 
answer well ; plice one end in the skull, and gently draw 
the akin over, taking care not to stivtch it lioyond tho 
ordinary dimensions. 'Hie body may Iw furmed of simikr 
material to the neck, and a few stitches put where tho 
incision was made. 

A fresh incision should be made under tlie wing, fioiu 
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the second joint, extending near to the butt of the wii^ ; 
remove all flesh, and clean welL 'Dien use the preser- 
vative, closing uji the incision with a few etitches. 

Another mode of treating the wing, is, by skinning it 
completely over, and after taking the flesh off, tie the boncB 
together in the body at the extreme joints before filling. 

The feathers are smoothed, and the wings placed in 
their natuRiI jwsition ; the bird wrapped round with i>aper, 
tied with a little string, and permitted to dry prior t« 
packing. The stnfling of lai^e birds may be taken out, as 
in animals, if required, for the convenience of packing. Very 
small birds occupy but little room, and can be preserved 
in spirits by making a small incision in the abdomen. 

In laige headed birds, such as Ducks, Woodpeckers, 
&c., where the head is much larger than the neck, pre- 
venting the skin being dra>Tn over, an incision should be 
made down the side of the head, at the top or under the 
throat, suflicicntly largo to iicnnit its being skinned over, not 
omitting to take out the eyes, brain, palate, and all fleshy 
substancea Xlie colour of the eye should be stated, and 
attached to each specimen. 

SNAKES. 
The best way of skinning Snakes, is, by making an in- 
cision ncitr the vent in laigc Snakes, about one foot in length, 
removing the skin as far as the incision has been made. 
If convenient, suspend the body, the remainder of tlie skin 
can easily be drawn off, with the assistance of a knife.. 
Arriving at the head, if the Snako bo a ]>oisonou8 one, 
great caie should be taken in cleaning it. In such a case, 
I usually wear a leather covering to my fingers and thumb. 
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Hie skin being pieeerved vith Fieservative Powder or 
Arsenical Soap, can easilr be turned back vith the aid of 
a long stick. Place a little tow or soft grass inside the 
skin till it is di;, to prevent it from sticking together. 

Shonld the operator accidental!; be pricked by the 
poisonous fangs, during the process of sV inning, imme- 
diately suck out the blooni, and, if it is not onbeorable, 
enlarge the wound with a shaip knife, bo as to permit Xhs 
blood to flow more finely, and possibly draw the poison 
out, previous to its being circulated in the blood; also 
fosten a ligature tight round near the wound. There 
need be no apprehension of the poison taking eflect on the 
outwoid coating of the skin of the tongue when sucking. 
The distinguishing features of the Viperine, or poistHums 
Serpents, from the Colubrine, or non-poisonous species, 
ore — scales coarser, head broader, thicker in the body and 
tail, and tapered off suddenly near the end ; the eyes are 
more sunken, giving them an hideous aspect Qenerally 
speaking, this class of Seipenta are of the medium size, 
ranging from three to eight feet long. 

Grabs, Lobsters, and other Crustacea should first be 
soaked in fresh water, and all the flesh and soft matter 
extracted. Cy making a small hole at the joints, the fleeh 
can be taken out of the claws, with a small bent wire or 
stick. Corrosive Sublimate, or other preservative, should 
be used, and then let them be exposed to the air until diy. 
Tow or gross can be used in packing them up together. 

FISHES. 
The best method of preserving fish, is, as soon as they 
are caught, to apply a piece of thin paper to the body, 
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which will soon adliciii, and prevent tlio swilcs from lieing 
ruLbuiL nic skin can easily bo taken from tlio iKxly, 
by making an incision on one side near tliu tail, and 
well up til tlie iMittoml (ins. Tlien us<! the ]HTsi'n'iiti\o on 
the skin; slightly stuff with tow ur grass, .iikI jii-niiit lodij. 
Small iiahes would he Ixist [iresun-i'd in spirits. 



KECEIPTS FOR PUESEI'lVIXG AXUIAL AS!) 
ISIUD SKIKS, &t;. 



To MAKR I'hesekvativk Powtikr, t.vi;i! 

Ground Alum 2 lbs. I Ai'senic (iiowdm-d) ... 

Camjihoi' (jKiwduird) 3 o/_ | Sidtputrc 

All well mixed togctln^r; and w.-ll nibbed -w. the 
With tliis ]iii;sen'ativc I have ]ir<'scvvi>d Munwiini 
birds. It v* idso a good iii'uRciTation Ibc niiiiiial'i. 



ASOTIIRII l'UF,SlinVATIVE l,S MAI>F. WITH 

Burnt Alum 1 Ih. | Camphor 2 oz. 

H.;bow Jib. i ArsejiiL-(powdeii-d)... Jib. 

All well mixed together. J'Jiis prcsi'iTativo is l>est ailapt- 
<-d for small nniiiials and birds timt ai'O ol' a I'atly imd oily 
nature. 
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Arsenical Soap. 

I'owderod Arsenic ... 2 lbs. i "WTiite Soap 2 Ibe. 

Camplior 5 oz. | Saltof Tartar 12 oz. 

Powdered Lime 4 oa. 

Cut the iwip ill smnll slices, and pnt into a tin pot, 
witli n smnll ijunntity of water. Let it simmer over n 
;jlow iire, and keep constantly stii-ring ; when the soap is 
incited, the Powdered Lime and Salt of Tartar should then 
be added, :»nd well mixed. It sboiUd now Iw taken off 
the fire, the Arsenic added giudually, and gently stinwL 
Kuducc the Camphor to a fine powder, with a little Spirit? 
of AVine, and iidd to the other ingredients. Eoil up i^iii 
over a slow fire, in order that oil the substances may be 
well iaicorporated ; then Like it off the fire, pour into 
cartlien pots, and allow to cool. Cover the openings with 
leather, skin, or any tough material. In using it, toko 
from the Jar sutficiunt for imuiediate use, odd water to 
make it about the tliickncss of cream, and apply to the 
skin with a brush. Great caution should be exercised, 
and each pot labelled, as this is a deadly poison. 



The following preservative b by a celebrated French 
Naturalist : — 

Arseniate of Potash, 2 drs. ! Wldtc Soap J oz. 

Sulpluito of Alumine, 2 „ : Spirits of Wine, G „ 
Camphor, (powdered) 2 „ ] J^sence of lliymo, 3 drops. 

Tlie Arseniato of Potash, Siilpliato of Alumine, and 
Soap, to be placed in a phial with a hirge moutli. The 
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Spirits should then be poured in, at a heat of about 25 
d^^rees ; they will perfectly combine in tventy-fonr houra. 
The Essence of Thyme is now added. Carefully cork the 
phial, and well shake together before it is made use o£ 
Spread it over the skin of the animal oi bird with a 
brush. 



Mr. Watketon's Mjethod. — Fob Prisebtino. 

Put a tea-spoonful of powdered Corrosive Sublimate 
into a wine bottle full of Alcohol, (Spirits of Wine i) let 
it stand one night; next morning, draw it off into a 
cloan bottla A black feather dipped in the solution and 
then dried will be a good test of its strength. If it ia 
too strong, it will leave a whiteness on the feather, and 
should be weakened by adding a little Alcohol. 



The most useful instruments for collecting are, a 
double-barrelled smooth-bore gun, (li bore,) pocket 
knives of various sizes, slightly curved backwards towards 
the point, short pointed surgical scissors, saw, chisel, 
small hammer or mallet, needles, (small and large,) twine, 
and thread. For packing bird skins, the meet serviceable 
article is a box, with tiays of various depths, suitable 
for the different sized birds. The skins should be 
thoroughly dried before packing for any length of time 
or exportation. Fill the bottom traj-s first, leaving the 
upper ones for skins fresh preserved. To pnrvent tha 
attack of insects I have found pounded tobacco and 
pepper an exc^ent thing to place amongst the skins. 
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APPENDIX. 



Amongst the various aniiiiiils, binls, and reptiles, piocurcd 
in Honduras, wuro tlie following : — 

liush IJoga, Agoutis, Armadillos, Coatiniondia, {the 
lattur shot in the country of Peten, on the top of lofty 
trees ;) King Vultures, Common Vultures, IVogona, Jaco- 
luers, Jacanas, Guans, Curraaowa, Queen Curraaowa, Tin- 
nemaus, Oriels, Tunigers, including the rare Ked-backed 
Taniger, King Toddy, (only one shot of this rare bird,) 
Spoonbills, Cornioranta, Egrets, Owls, Hawks, MaccawB, 
Parrots, Parraqncts, Quails, Pelicnns, Herons, Shrikes, 
Goat-auckera, Motniots, King Fishers, Ducks, Pigeons, 
Doves, Ily Catchers, Tlinishes, Creepers, Mocking Birds, 
Humming liirda;* Snakes, Lizards, Vampire Bats, 
Scorpions, Torontules, &c. 

The Vampire Bat ia most dreaded by the hunter when 
sleeping in the woods at night They have been known 
to suck the blood of their victims to such a degree as to 
cause them to pass unconsciously into the sleep of death. 
I have seen horses that have strayed away into the forest, 
bitten by these Bats on the neck and shoulders, and for 
want of attention, around the wound was one mass of 
m^gots. 

• Alin tlireo new birdi, Chloronerpes Smutuiolentu", DeDdroiincU 
Anabalina, [nsmcd by Solsler,] Ortji Lejiandi, [iluuK.] 
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Aardwoir, 88 

Acranotis Lanata, see Gassabees 

Adjutant, Greai. 179 

Africandas, see Coloureds 

Asue, 24S. 252 

Agoute, 251 

Albifrons Antelope, see Blesbok 

Algoa Bay, I, 4, 9, 18, 22-4, 108, 

235-6 
Alooi, 24«, 248 
America, 243 

Antelope Andersonii, see Nakong 
Antelope Capreotus, 8-9 
Antelope Lechee, see Lechee 
Antelope Lencophaea, 1 16 
An lei ope Mellampus. see Pallahs 
Antelope, Gable, 215 
Archer, Captain, 24S-9 
Arditio Minuta, see Bitterns 
Aquine Antelope, 216 

Baboons. 89-90. 117 

Bakalaharl tribe, 139, 146-9, 155-7 

Bakarotse tribe, 76-8. 158, 208, 

220 
Bakatia Mountains, 215 
Bakatia tribe, 91, 115,206,211 
Baklapies tribe. 53-9 
Bakoba tribe, 161, 164-6, 171-2, 



187 
Bakwain tribe, 110, llS-6, 137, 

196. 200, 204 
Bamangwato tribe, 127. 155, 188 
Bamangwato village, 190-3, 196 
Baralong tribe, 60, 222 
Barbel. 39 
Barbits, 24 
Bastards, see Criquas 
Bathurst. 4, 9, 10 
Batauani tribe, 167 
Bechuanas, 41, 51, 53-8. 72, 96, 

115, 127-8, 151, 171, 203, 203- 

6,212,224 
Bee-eater, 14, 24 
Belize, 253, 259-65 



Belize Fort, 263-4 

Belize River, 260 

Berlin Mission. 227 

Boalbill. 255-6 

Boailanami, 139^2, 193. 195 

Boselaphus oreas. see Eland 

Bitterns, 24, 61, 162 

Blesbok, 15. 22, 24, 35, 42, Sfr-I, 

233 
Bloubok, see Roan Antelope 
BIyth, Dr.. 107 
Boars, Wild, 108 
Boers, 31, 38, 42. 58-9, 109-11, 

114-16, 128. 143-5. 159, 163, 

166, 181, 194,203-8 
Bontebok. see Blesbok 
Brandsiekte, 86 

Buffalo, 103. 153-4, 163, 182-3 
Bushbuck, 2 

Bushman's River, 4, 5. 6 
Bushmen. 26, S3, 84-5, 100-1, 

l25-«, 139, 142, 146-7, 149, 155- 

7, 165, 172, 174-7. 181, 183-6. 

219-20 
Bustard, 11,24,34,40,80 



tein 
Camel-leopards, see Giraffe 
Can, 147, 190 

Cancroma Cochlearia, see Boatbill 
The Cape and Hs Colonists by 

Nicholson, 14 
Cape Sand Larks, 6 
Catoblepas Gorgon, see Gnu 
Central America, 244 
Ceryle radis, 6 
Chacma, see Baboons 
Cherbourg, 254. 265 
Chenalopex Aegyptiacus. see Geese 
Clotho Arientans, see PufT-adder 
Cobra de Capello. 23-4, 230-1 
Colesberg, 14. 22, 30-1, 85, 91-3, 

108, 172, 186, 193, 233 
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269-72 
Collobell, 143. 193 
Comayagua, 260 
Compass Berg, 13 
Consul, American, 245, 25 J 
Coracias Caudata, see Roller 
Corasall. 233 

Cormorants, 6, 159, 166, 255 
Corannas, see Korannas 
Cory thy rax Albocrislalus, 6 
Cranes, 8J, 179-80 
Creepers, 14 

Crocodile, 160, 164, 167-9, 264-5 
Crows, 1 14 
Cuckoos, 7 

Cumming, Gordon, 116, 186 
Currassows, 251, 260 
Cynocephalus Porcarius, see Ba- 

DarteR.6, 50, 159,255 
Dassies. see Rock Rabbits 
Derby & Brown Museum, 25, 254, 

265 
Derby, Earl of, 24. 253 
Divers, 50. 162 
Dogs, wild, 71,86-7 
Doves.9, 23, 24. 231 
Ducks, 24, 50-1, 83. 93, 121-2. 

159, 187, 249, 255, 264 
Duikers, 15,24, 147 

Eagles, 7-8, 24. 196 

Edwards, Rev. Robert, 93, 110, 

198-9,201,209-10,215.220 
Edwards. S., 93, 96-7, 101, 104-5. 

122, 123, 139, 142-3. 151, 156. 

168, 172 
Egrets, 24, 39 
Eland. 147. 189-90 
Elephant, 159. 161, 163, 166-7, 174, 

175, 181 
Elephants' Hoek. see Olifantshoek 
English, Rev.. 221 

Fentar, see Venter 

Fever, 170, 183-4, 243-7,252 

Flycatchers, 12 



Gazella Euchore, see Springbok 

Gazelle (schooner), 260 

Geese, 24, 50-1,83,96, 121 

Gemsbok. 101-3. 1 16, 147, 21 1. 216 

Geraniums, 12 

Giraffe, 41. 103, 113. 122. 126-7. 

142-4 
Gnoos, see Gnu 
Gnu, 15,22,24,33-6.41,43,71,75. 

83, 98. 122-3. 144, 152-3, 183. 

188. 200. 233 
Graaff Reinet, 11-14, 22-24, 26. 

170. 172, 234 
Crahamstown, 1.4, 8, 10, 12 
Grant, James, 264 
Creai Republic. S.S„ 243 
Gripuas, 19-20, 30, 32-4, 103, 107, 

116. 163, 181-2, 189, 198, 232 
Grosbeaks, 9, 24, 60-1 
Grouse, see Partridge 
Guana, 122, 218 
Guans, 231.260 
Guatemala, 263 
Guinea fowl, 24, 39-40, 80. 89, 1 23, 

141, 162, 187 

Harris. Captain 35 

Hart River, 53. 60, 93, 223 

Hartebees, 24. 42. 74. 76, 144, 215- 

6.233 
Hawks, 9, 24 

Helamys Capensis. see Jerboa 
Heron, 24, 39, SO, 61. 162, 179- 

80,249 
Hillmore. Rev., 224-8 
Hippopotamus, 167-8 
Hislrix Pilosa, see Porcupine 
Honduras. 243-4, 271 
Hottentots. 9, 15, 18-19, 21, 26. 

28-9, 32-3, 38. 64, 66. 68, 70-4. 

199, 203, 220, 224-5, 232, 235 
Hoxie, Captain, 243-4 
Hume, Rev. Dr., 241 
Hyena. 63, 65-7, 86-7, 89, 1 13, 125- 

6, 144, 151, 173, 193 
Hyrax Capensis, see Rock Rabbit 
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Ibis, 24. 39, 162 
Iron ore, 211 
Isabel, 263 

Jacana, Spurring, 2SS 

Jackal. 63. 65-7, 82-3. 107, 114, 

151, 173, 193, 197 
Jacob, 41 
Jaguar, 249-50 
Jamboc. see Sjambok 
Jardine, Sir William. 241 
Jeffrey, 42 
Jerboa. 117 
Joseph Walker, S.S. 232 

Kaffire, 27, 127, 199, 235-6 
Kalahari Desert. 127-8. 147, 155- 

S. 188,207 
Kameetronlein. 41 
Karo5s.5l,S4, 76, 193 
Kawan. 147, 189 
King, Alfred, 241 
Kingfisher, 6-7, 13.24 
Klipsprlnger, 117-8 
Knowsley, 25 
Kok, Chief Adam. 33 
Kolobeng. 108, 111. 116-8, 127-8, 

133, 136-9, 143, 171-2, 196-200 
Kolobeng Mounlains, 108 
Kolobeng River. 108. 121 
Koodoo, see Kudu 
Kopeng, 195 
Korannas, 46-9, 51. S3, 79, 9S, 223. 

225. 227-30 
Korhaan, see Buslard 
Koselensi, 196, 200 
Kudu. 187 

Labotani, 144, 190 

Lake NgamI, 14-5. 22. 92. 111. 

139, 152, 158. 161-2. 167-73, 

178. 192.233 
Uke Peten, 253-4 
Lapepi, 142, 193 
Larks, Cape Sand, 6 
Le Vaillant, 8 
Lecatlong, 223-7 
Lechee, 186-7 
Lechulaiabe, Chief, 173 
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Lemar. 247 

Leopard, 185-6 

Links,Chief Kin, 51-2,95 

Linyati. 227 

Lion, 15-21, 62-70, 73-5, 97-8, 

101, 103-7, 125-6, 128-31. 140- 

4. 152, 193-5. 197,200,221-2 
Liverpool, 241. 243, 254, 265 
Livingsione. Dr. David, 108, 111, 

116-7, 133, 167, 170, 172, 200, 

222 
Lizard, 10 
Locackin. 139. 196 
Locusts, 44-6. 52. 135. 137. 146 
Locust Birds, 46 
London, 1,241,264 
London Missionary Society, 34, 

92, 108, 132,224 
Lope;. Genl., 263 
Lycaon Venaiica, see Dogs, wild 
Lyon. Lieut., 264 

Maboisa Mission Siailon, 92, 110, 
122, 132, 139, 198-9, 201, 203, 
205.208-11,215-6.220,222 

Maclevaon, Chief, 51 

Maghleli, Chief, 208-9 

Mahura, Chief, 52-3. 58-60. 72. 76, 
78-9, 204, 208 

Makoloio tribe, 227 

Manchester, 241 

Mareco, 206 

Mashuie. 143, 193 

Mayford, Rev., 227, 229 

Meleagis Ocellala, see Turkey, 
oscillated 

Merops Aplaster, see Bee-eater 

Mill Dam, 27 

Mission Stations, 5, S3, 59, 78. 
108-9. 131,200.207-8,221 

Mochocong tree. 171 

Modder River. 15, 39, 44, 89, 94. 
230-1 

Moffat, Rev, Robert, 115 

Mokakanyani, 148. 188-9 

Monkeys, 44, 141. 177. 247, 249 

Moorwanah tree, 170-1 

Mosielely. chief, 206, 209. 211. 220 
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